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. accordingly read the letier of the Secretary, which 
oS recommended the immediate commencement of the 


Mr. ANDERSON said, that he agreed entirely with his friend 
from Ohio and the honorable member fron: Pennsylvania, that 
in the present exhausted condition of the Treasury, we should 
make new appropriations with great care, and as sparingly as 
a proper to the paramount interests of the country would 

it; and he was free to confess, that if the work for which 
the item of appropriation now under consideration was intended 
to provide, was one of those which required but little time to ex- 
ecute, he would prefer to postpone it until the finances of the 
country were in a condition better able to justify the expendi- 
ture. But it would be considered by the commitiee, that the 
construction of the work would necessarily require ufuch time, 
and the appropriation now proposed would enable the Depart. 
ment only to take the preparatory steps towards the prosecu- 
tion of the improvement contemplated. ; 

With regard to the importance and necessity of a dry dock, 
not only at the Navy Yard at New York, but ultimaiely at ail 
our principal naval establishments, Mr. A. entertained a strong 
conviction that they would be found indispensable to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of our naval operations. We had now but 
two, iocated at Charieston and Norfolk, and he believed it 
would be acknowledged by every one at all acquainted with the 
naval service, that this number was entirely inadequate to the 

resent, much less the prospective necessities of the service. 

ere tthe pleasure of the committee to provide for the con- 
gruction of two works of this kind at the present session, he 
would with great pleasure go for the amendmeat of his triend 
from Pennsylvania, and provide for the commencement of a si- 
milar work at the navy yard at Philadelphia. Butit must be 
obvious that in the present condition of our finances, 1t would 
be hopeless to expect that more than one of these works would 
be authorized at the present sesaivn; and he could not doubt 
thatthe navy yard at New Yerk was fairly entitled to the pri- 
ority, and he believed he could say that in this opinion the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, who had given tne subject some atten- 
tion, fully concurred. He would suggest, then, to the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, whether he would expedite the 
construction of a dock at Philadelphia, by defeating the pro- 
posed appropriation fur such a work at New York? if the work 
was as importaat as he fully believed it to be, Mr. A. thought it 
could mot be commenced too soon; and he hoped, therefore, that 
the item of approp iation providing for its commencement 
would be retained in the bill. _ 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi contended that in the erec- 
tion of public works, a due regard should be had to the interests 
ofthe whole coun:ry. If there were funds sufficient for build- 
ing a dry dock atall, he would advocate its location at Peusacola. 
He then at some length described the advantages of that section 
of the country watered by the Mississippi, and the great injury 
an enemy might do by obtaining possession of it. 

Mr. REED made a few remarks (in rep!y toa statement of 
Mr. Peratkin) in which he scouted the idea of any present dis- 
covery embractug any successful substitute for dry docks. 

As to dry docks at the South, he would go for them on all 
proper occasions when they were shown wo be necessary. The 
only object of the present intimation of the fitness of other 
places seemed to him to be to defeat the appropriation for the 
construction at New York. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN thought that the Treasury of the country 
was not in @ situation to enable us to build additional dry docks, 
but thought that i! another was to be built, it was mure im- 

rtant at Pensacola than elsewhere. 

Mr. HOFFMAN deprecated the appeal which had been 
made, in the course of the debaie, to sectional feeling—contend- 
ing that the only questien for the consideration of the committee 
was, whether a diy dock would be useful tothe navy. If so, 
the appropriation should be made, no matier where the particu- 
lar spot might be—-on the East, the West,ihe North,or the 
South. He looked upon the whole system as a great measure 
connected with the naval defence ef our country—to endure 
now and in all future time, to enable our navy again to go forth 
conquering and toconquer. Mr. H. went into an examination 
of the policy of constructing these works at the points most 
convenient, contrasting it with the policy of England, and con- 
tending that the dry docks for the navy of the United States 
ought to be in proportion as 3or4 to 1 for the navy of Great 
Britain, because the force of the latter waa always iu commis- 
sion. For his own t, he would stud our coast with dry 
docks, beginning at the North, and going down to smaller con- 
structions in the waters of the South, according to their depth. 
He would build them wherever they might be 1equired. Buta 
beginning must be made, and none could be more appropri- 
ate than this. 





Mr. SERGEANT expressed himself in favor of dry docks, 
and of the appropriation now proposed for that at New York. 
But he put it to the gentlemen in favor of such a work at Pen- 
acola, whether they were likely to gain their point by stoppings 
the app the work at New York. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST also supported the appropriation; and 
in doing sv, submitted some general remarks in relation to the 
peculiar fitness and advantages of the waters of the Narragan- 
sett oo a naval sa a4 os 

question was then put on the motion of Mr. Perikin 
to strike out the said section. 7 

A large majority of those present stood up in the negative, but 
ho querum voted 

ht wanted now only about four or five minutes of the usual 
hoar of recess, and an informal proposition was made never to 
mind so brief a sp:ce, but to go home to dinner like gentlemen 
and good Christians. 

The CHAIRMAN said this could be done by ne con- 
sent. Whereupon, in less than two shakes, hall was 


¢c 
And the House took its usual recess until 4 o'clock. 
EVENING SESSION, 


Heuse went again into Committee of the Whole—Mr. 
Lrxcoun in the Chair, on the 
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NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL; 

But there being no quorum present, 
¥Sir. CUSHING embraced that oj portunity for the purpose 
of making a few remarksin relation to the employmentof a 
portion of our navy, and the obstructions to our commerce, 
occasioned by the blockade of the river La Plata; and antici- 
pating the time when his remarks oh the question of reporting 
the Will would bein order,and to save the time of the House, 
he would move to strike out the enacting clause of the bill, so as 
to make his remarks in order vow, while the House was as- 
sembling. 

Mr. C. after some further preliminary remarks, observed, 
among other things, that he did not inean to deny that France 
was sincere in her attempt to obtain redress from the Argentine 
Republic, for which purpose the blockade had been instituted, 
which interfered so seriously with our commerce. 

Mr. C. then proceeded to show that, although there was no 
actual war between France and the Argentine Republic, nor 
any adequate cause for war, at least on the part of France; yet 
the consequence to the commerce of this country and Great 
Britain, as neutral nations, was precisely the same as if there 
were actual war. He therefore wished to know if it was pro 
per we shouid submit to the inconvenience of such a blockade, 
withvutan actual war between the parties. ‘The law ofnations, 
as hitherto understood, did not recognize in one nationa right to 
blockade the ports of another, to the exclusion of neutral pow- 
ers, unless such blockade were consequent upon a declaration 
of war. He contended that the course now pursuing by France 
was an innovation on the law of blockade, and which subjected 
us to all the inconveniences efan actual war between the two 
countries, without giving correspondent advantages. 

Mr. C. then referred to various authorities to show that he 
W-s correctin the view he had taken, and that such a blockade 
was an unlawful one, as it was not consequent on a declaration 
of war, and neither of the parties admitted an actual fact of war. 
The operation of this blockade upon our commerce was unjust. 
Tt was, in fact, a war in disguise upon the trade of this coun- 
try and Great Britain by exciuding the commerce of the two 
powers. 

This question was aiso important in relation to the affairs 
which had grown up in the East. Mr. C. then referred to the 
circumstances anending the blockade of Canton by the British; 
and observed that if Great Britain, after protesting against the 
conduct of France in blockading, without an actual! declaration 
of war, shou'd pursue the same course herself with regard to 
China, then ag advantage would accrue to this country; for our 
Government and our merchants might, upon the authority of 








Great Britain herself, make retaliation for the injury done us | 


by sucha blockade. And the time might, and probably would, 
come, when circumstances might require us to adopt the same 
system of peaceable blockade. It would be remembered that 
we were about pursuing a similar course some time ago, in 
order to enforce our claims on Mexico; and should England and 
France, the two leading powers of Europe, concur in adopting 
that system, then, whenever circumstances might require. we 
should have the right,on her own principle, to exclude Great 
Britain from any of the countries of Spanish America with 
which we might happen to have differences. 

After some further remarks, in which he urged the necessity 
of our showing that we were alive to this matter, Mr. C. said 
that, as a quorum had now arrived, and he had accomplished 
his object, he would withdraw his motion. 

The question was then 'aken on the motion of Mr. PeTrixtn 
to s'rike out the appropriation for a dry dock at New York, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 39, noes 90. 

Mr. McKAY inquired of the Cuarm whether it would be in 
order to offer an amendment, which was read for the inforuia- 
tion of the committee, as follows: 

And be it further enacied,sTiat at least one-fourth of it war- 
rants conferring the rank of miu/shipman, shall, for the future, 
be granted tw such persons qualified according to existing re- 
gulations, as shall have been duly enlisted in accordance with 
the provisions of the act to provide for the enlistment of 
boys for the naval servics, approved March 2d, 1837, as shall 
by their good conduct and proficieney in their duties entitle 
themselves to promotion, under direction of the President. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment would not be in 
order; and Mr. McKay did not press it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS offered an amendwnent appropriating certain 
sums for the improvement of Grand, Huron, Biack,-and other 
rivers, 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. DILLET said he understood that there would be no bill 
which it would be more appropriate to submit a motion which 
he intended to make, to amend, than this bill. He moved an 
amendment puapediog te appropriate $55,450 68 to complete 
the improvements in Mobile harbor. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. DILLET said the work was now in progress; and the 
Ss was that there would be no bill which it would 

more appropriately in order to amend than this, and he 
therefore ho 
amendment. 

The CHAIR said the amendment was clearly out of order. 
He would suggest to the gentleman that the House could, at any 
time, order a bill to be reported in arcordance with his wish. 

The amendment was not further pressed. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN moved an amendment appropriating 
$25,000 for constructing barracks at Brooklyn, Charlestown, 
and Gosport. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN contended that the amendment was in or- 
der—that it was to continue works upon which $50,000 had 
been expended on each, without completing them. Thesum 
now paid by way of rent, was more than the interest on the 
amount that it would require to complete the buildings. Mr. 
H. dwelt on the importance of making the appropriation; and 
after afew remarks from Messrs. J. W. JONES and HOLLE.- 
MAN, whether the amount pro to be appropriated had 
been included in the estimates, the subject was dropped. 

Mr. MARK if — aaa — to — a vote a 
& proposition similar to one the Committee of Ways 
Means, of which he was a@ member, refused to entertain, that 

was, to reduce a certain clase appropriations, including those to 


the committee would consent to admit the 
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navy yards, twenty-five per cent. on the amount in the bill. 
He was induced to make the motion from a consideration of the 
present depreased state of the finances. 

Mr. HOLMES repudiaied the idea of such narrow legisla- 
tion, such small economy asthe reductien of twenty-five per 
cent. on the expenditures for our navy yards, With a country 
stretching over 80 many degreea of iongitude, and with a com- 
merce extended through the world, was it not paltry to talk 
about a reduction of twenty-five per cent. in the finances of 
the country for the — of navy yards} Mr. HH. then adverted 
to our deplorable condition last year, when we were upon the 
eve of plunging into a war with one of the greatest European 
powers, and urged the necessity of being prepared at ali mes 
for instant war. It was the duty of Governmentto be prepared 
for every emergency, and although the country win appear to 
sleep, like one of our noble seventy-fours on the boeoin of the 
calm seas, yet should occasion require, we should then be ready 
to wake up in thunder upon our foes, and flash fire in the face 
of our enemies, 

Mr. COOPER said he would go as far asany man to improve 
the condition of our navy. He was a friend tothe navy; and if 
the Treasury was in a condition to justify it, he would not hesi- 
tateto make larger appropriations than now contained in the 
bill; but he thought that the reduction jin the experditures 
should be commensurate with the reduction in the revenues. 
Hisrule of acuon wasthat the garment should be cut accerd- 
ing to his cloth. 

r. JONES of Virginia said, if there was any one branch of 
the service which had undergone strict scrutiny, it was this. 
He was understood to say that 1t had undergone a reduction of 
fifty per cent. from former appropriations, or $75,000 less thas 
for the same objects lasi year. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the bill was ordered to bere 
ported to the House. 

The bill having been read through, and the question being on 
concurring with the committee in their amendments, asd, on 
ordering the bill, as amended, to be engrossed jor a third read 








ing, 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question; which received 
a second—ayes 77, noes C6. 

Mr. HABERSHAM wished to introduce the amendment 
which had been offered by him in Committee of the Whois 
and rejected, restricting the draft of the third steam ship pro- 
posed to be built to sixteen feet water, #0 as to enable that 
sieamer, if necessary forthe defence of the South, io navigate 
the southern rivers. He demanded the yeas and nays on the 
question, “Shall the main question be now put?” The yeas 
and nays were not ordered; and the main question was ordered 
to be put. 

Mr. PARRIS of Maine moved to recousider the vote second- 
ing the previous question; which question was taken by (eller, 
Messrs. WELLER and L. WILLIAMS acting a8 such, who report 
ed that there were—ayes 43, noes 73. 

So the House refused to reconsider the second to the previous 
question. — 

The question now recurring on the question of concurrin 
with the amendments of the Commitiee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union to the bill, and 

The question being on the amendinent of the Committee of 
Ways and Means appropriating @670,000 to reimburse after the 
year 1841, that amount of the fund for the gradual improvement 
of the navy, which had been, and is proposed w be, expended 
for the construction of the steamships authorized to be built last 


ear. 
. Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 15, nays 86. 

No quorum having voted, the roll was again called, and the 
vote was—yeas 105, nays 46, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Brigcs, 
Brockway, Burke, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Cyn- 
tenden, Craig, Cranston, Croas, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Bh- 
vies. John Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Doan, 
Doig, Ear!, Eastman, — Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, Galbraith, J. 
Garland, Gates, Goggin, jabersham, Hammond, Hand, Wil 
liam 8. Hastinge, John Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Holleman, 
Hopkins, Hunt, Jackson, James, Jenifer, Charies Juhneton, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jonea, Keim, Kembie, Kempshall, 
Kille, Leet, Lincoln, McKay, Marchand, Marvin, Miller, Mon- 
roe, Montanya, Naylor, Newhard, Osborne, P.rmenter, Payn- 
ter, Pickens, Prentiss, Randolph, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rives, Robinson, James Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Slace, Albert Smith, Joha 
Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sum- 
ter, Swearingen, coer Toland Underwood, D. 
DL. Wagener, Peter J ner, Jared W. Williaws, Thomas 
W. Williams, and Henry Williame— 05. 

NAYS—Mesats. Andrews, Banks, Biackwej!, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Casey, Connor, Maik A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, 
Dellet, Fornance,\Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Green, Griffin, Haw. 
kins, Hubbard, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Leadbetter, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, ap, Parrish, Parris, Petri- 
kin, Pope, Proffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
Stuart, Sena, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Wat- 


Weller Lewis Williams— 46. 
“Sete Hees concurred with the committee in their firat 
amendment. 


The House then concurred with the committee in the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Resp, transferring and placing under 
one head of appropriation the appropriation for building, re- 
placing, and repairing vessels, and he omeeenn Se. 

The question now being on one ith the third amend- 
ment ofthe committee, as prcposed by Mr. ye ne pg tore Z 
$60,000 for constructing the third steam vessel ordered to be bui't 


aM) PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, which having 
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Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, Holleman, Holmes, Hunt, Jackson, 
James, Jeuifer, Charies Johnston, Kemble, Kempsha'!, Kille, 
Kiog, Lincoin, Marchand, Marvin, Miller, Monroe, Morgan, 
Naylor, Newhard, Osborve, Paleo, Parmenter, Paynter, Ran- 
dolph, feed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russeli, Saltonstall, Sergeart, 
Bimonton, eee Pd Wea sea at “A 
ter, Till , Toland, Tripiett, P. J. Wagner, ho. W. 
wines 


NAYS—Mesers. Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
albert G. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Connor, J. Cuoper, 
Craig, Davee, Dellet, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornaace, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Green, Griffio, Hammond, Hawkins, 
Hoary, Howard, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Leadbetter, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, 
Moatanya, C. Morris, Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, 
Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, J. Rogers, 
Bauuels, Shaw, Shepard, Joho Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
Meenrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. 
Williams, and Lewie Wiliilams—62. 

®o that amendment was concurred in. 

The fourth amendment of the committee reappropriating the 
prize money was agreed to. 

The question new being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third a 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which the 
Bouse refused to order. 

Toe question was then taken, and the bill was ordered to be 
opens and read a third time, and it was read the third time; 
and che question being, “Sali the bill pass?” 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved wo recominit the bill to the Commit- 
mittee of ihe Whole House on the state of the Union, with in- 
mructions so to amend it as to strike out the ap; ropriation tor 
adry dock at New York. 

Mr P. advocated his motion to recommit with much warmih. 
He alluded to the present state of the Treasury, and contended 
that we were not now prepared to expend so much money in 
the erection of a dry dock which waa not wanted. He called 
upon gentlemen noi io waste the money of the people in that 
manner. For his part, he was an advocate of equal rights; and 
when they legisiated, it ought to be for the good of the poor as 
we)laa the rich speculators. He declared that whatever others 
might do, he would vever vote for any thing which was in di- 
rect violation of the professions be made to the world. He cal!ed 
upon the House to be just velore it Was genecous, and, above all 
things, to be honest. Lesthes gentlemen who made such pro- 
fessions of economy, now walk up tothe chalk. Let them come 
up tothe crack like men, and show the country theit votes. If 
this appropriation (Sr a uselese dry dock at New York was to 
be made, taking $95,000 of the people’s money for a beg.nning, 
which woutd actually cost a million, let the country see who it 
was that voted. He was determined to let it be sven if he could, 
and he desired the yeas and nays on his mouon might be taken. 
Jet gentloman come up to the chalk on the yeas and nays; let 
there be no «kulking in the matter, ~ 

Mc. HOFFMAN then sprung upon his feet, and said that on 
@ certain occasion after a thrilling speech in the British House of 
Commons, an immediate adjournment was moved, lest by other 
speakers the enraptured hearers should be awoke from the 
trance into which they had been thrown. So, said Mr. H af- 
ter bearing 90 sublime an appeal from the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania, in order that the effect it has produced may not be 
marred by the humbler speeches of other membera, I move 
the previous question. 

hich received a second—ayes 72, noes 39. 

io the motion to recommit was cut off. 

The main question was ordered to be put, and the question be- 
mg, “Shall the bill pass ?”’ 

Mc. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, were—yeas 154, nays 10. 

Mr. CARR inquired of the Cuair whether it was not, under 
the rule, obligatory for every member in his seat to vote. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentieman looked towards him; and 
he defied him to compel him to vote. 

Mr. CARR said he did allude to the gentleman from North 
Carolina and others. The rule should be enforced upon them. 

So the bill waa paszed. 

Mr PRUFFIT asked the general consent of the House to go 
into committee forthe remainder of the evening, on the bill 
from the Senate entitled an act to confirm to the State of Indi- 
ana the land selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between the mouth of the Tippecanoe 
river and Terre Haute,and for other purposes. Mr. P. said 
he was willing that the bill should be passed upon without de- 
bate, and he would not debate it unless called upon to explain 
iw provisions. 

r. JONES of Virginia had no objection, if the bill would 
not give rise to debate, but he was of opinion that it would; 
and he did net think that this bill should be taken up in prefe- 
rence to the appropriation bills; They should be acted upon 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said the best course to get speedy ac- 
tion upon the bill would be to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole, #0 as to bring it before the House; he therefore made 
that motion. 

A debate of a conversational character here took place; and 
Defore the oem was taken, 

Mr. STEENROD moved that the House adjourn; which was 

reed to on count—ayes 75, noes 57. 

House accordingly adjouraed. 





IN SENAT 
Wepnespay, July 5, 1840. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of the Anti-Slave- 
ry Society of Eastern Pennsylvania, requesting Congress “‘to 
take such measures as will be most consistent with sound po- 
hey and with equal justice to all the States and all the inhabi- 
tants of the Union, for the Ne sq of amending the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States, so as to abolish all require- 
ment upon the people of this Commonwealth to participate in 
any manner in holding human beings in slavery.’ 

he question npon the reception of this memoria! was laid 
upon .he table, on the motion of Mr. LUMPKIN of Georgia, 
and in accordance with the practice of the Senate in such cases, 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred 

The bill forthe relief of Gideon Sheldon; and 

The bill for the relief of Jared ae al 
reperted the ame without amendment, and recommended their 


Bs. Paleo, from the same committen, made unfavorable re- 
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ports ou the bill for the relief of Robert Frazier and the bill for 
the relief of Helen Miller. 

Nr. PRENTIS&, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred the bills for the relief of William Neel, George 
Hommill, and Charles Risley, made unfavorable re} orts 
thereon. 

M:. HENDERSON, in pusuance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introdude a joint resolution for the relief of the 
West Feliciana Railroad Company; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading; and after some remarks by Messrs. 
ITLENDERSON and WRIGHT, it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The bill from the House making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1540, {was read twice aud referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the bill to establish ports of entry 
in the States of Arkansas and Missouri, and allow debenture on 
foreign goods conveyed over land from such ports to Mexico, 
wastaken up, and Mr. D. offered a substitute for the bill, the 
provisions of which he explained at some length. 

Mr. LINN submitted some remarks in favor of the measure, 
in the course of which he dwelt on the value and importance of 
the Indian trade, and the propriety of extending the privilege 
of debenture to goods for the use of that trade. ‘The import of 
gold ‘dust from the upper provinces of Mexico during the last 
year into the town of Fulton alone, amounted in value to 
$420,000, and the products of the Indian trade for the same pe- 
riod, which reached the city of St. Louis, amounted to upwards 
of $450,000. 

Alier some further remarks by Messrs. DAVIS and LINN, the 
amendment was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third ; eading. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the bill to extend the pri- 
vilege of debenture to foreign merchandise in certain cases was 
taken up, and afier some remarks by Messre. NORVELL, 
BUCHANAN, HUNTINGTON, and DAVis, it was ordered to 


lie on the table. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill from the House to ensure the more faithful execu- 
tion of the laws relating to the collection of duties on imports; 

The jointresolution directing the return to the State of Ken- 
tucky of 195 stands of arms; 

The bill for the relief of the heirsof Miguel Eslava; and 

The bill for the relief of James H. Clark; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the bill amendatory of seve- 
ral acts establishing and regulating the Post Office Department 
wastaken up, and, after being discussed, by Messrs. IHUNT- 
— ROBINSON, DAVIS, and HUBBARD, was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. PIERCE gave notice that,on Friday, as soon as the morn- 
ing business was dispesed of, he would ask the Senate t» take up 
the bills reported from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
a resolution upon that subject introduced by him several days 
since, and the bills from the House granting relief to invalid 
and other pensioners. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Sylvesier Phelps, and the heirs or legal representatives of 
Charles Landon, deceased; and, afier a discussion in which 
Messrs. PHELPS and KNIGHT advocated, and Mr. HUBBARD 
opposed the bill, on motion by Mr. H. it was indefinitely pust- 
poned—ayes 19, noes 13. 

The bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Florida, and Geor- 
gia Railroad Company was taken up, and after some remarks 
from Mr. BENTON in opposition, ard Mr. CLAY of Alabama 
in favor, its further consideration was postponed unul to- 
morrow. 

The joint resolution, proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitut‘on of the United States, so as to limit the term of office 
of the judges of the supreme and inferior courts, was taken up, 
and Mr. TAPPAN advocated ita passage at length; and after 
some remarks from Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, aiso in favor of 
the resolution, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, its further consideration was 
postponed until to-morrow, 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

And then adjournd. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, July 8, 1840. 

Mr. CIIAPMAN of lowa moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of submitting a resolution setting apart Monday next 
for the consideration of business relating to the Territories. 

Afier some debate of a conversational character, the question 
being taken on the motion to suspend, it was discovered that no 
quorum voted. 

Mr CHAPMAN, at the suggestion of Mr. Briccs, then mo- 
dified his reeclution so as to set apart the first day alter the pas- 
sage of the appropriation bills, for the cunsideration ef Territo- 
rial business, instead ef Monday next. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved to amend by setting 
apart the following day for the consideration of business relat- 
ing to the District of Columbia. 

The rules being suspended, the question was then taken on 
the first branch of the motion relating to the Territories, and it 
was agreed to witheut a count. 

The question then recurring on the second branch, relating to 
the District business. it was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented a memorial from Mr. Trist, 
our Consul at Havana, io relationto ceriain charges against 
him, for which he had been arraigned before the country; 


nd 

Mr. CURTIS, on leave, presented a memorial from certain 
officers of the navy, complaining of the conduct of Mr. Trist. 
Both memorials, with the accompanying papers, were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

The unfiaished business of the morning hour was the joint 
resolution of the Senate in relation to the presents from the 
Imaum of Muscat and the Emperor of Morocco. The question 
being on agreeing with the same, as reported yesterday with 
an amendment, by Mr. Pickens, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, 

Mr. ADAMS being entitled to the floor, resumed his remarks 
in opposition to the resolution, and in endeavoring te prove that 
the acceptance of the presents would be contrary to the former 
wise practice of our Government. He had not concluded when 
the nore ee had expired. : 

Mr. — BETTER wale to reconsider the vote by Deibe 
the naval appropriation on yesterday was passed, for ihe 
purpose of submitting an amendment recommitting the bill to 
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the Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 


Ove 
on the probable expense of the ereciion of a dry dock at ‘New 
York, the provable length of time, and the propriety of a4 


mencing such a work ia the pieseat condition of the T 

The question being on the motion to recons.der, 

Mr. SPANLY demanded the previous question, which was 
seconded, and the main question ordered to be put. 

The » ain question on the mouon to reconsider was the 
and decided by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 58, nays | 

So the House refused to reconatder. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House then » 

5 : ‘en Te. 
solved itself into a Commitee of the Whole House on the sta; 
of the Union, Mr. Evans of Maine in the chair. 

Mr. PICKENS stated that on yesterday he had reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs a bill appropriatiy 

25,000 for the appointment oi commissioners to explore and 
survey the Northeastern boundary. There could be uo ovjec. 
tion tu it, as it was conformabie ‘o the appropriation of the reso. 
lution of 1837, which had never been put into execution, One 
reason why the Presesident ought to be empowered to a). 
point these commissioners, was the fact Unatan ex parte rey or 
and map had been seen (although informally) which had bee» 
drawn up by the British commissioners. And although ja: 
report had not yet been accepied by that Government, yer it was 
highly imporiant that our own survey should be made. ‘Tj, 
bill had been read twice, and he asked a faver that it migh; pe 
taken up, reported, and pa-sed. . 
Objection being wade. the bill was not taken up. 
ARMRY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the comitice took up the bill mak. 
ing appropriation tor the supportof the army tor i840. 

Mr. CURTIS offered the foilowiwz amendinent, to come jn 
after the 30:h line of the bill, viz: “For the payment of the pur. 
chase money for the seven sites for marine hospitals on the 
Western waters, or so much thereof as may be necessary, which 
sites have been, or may herealier be, selected by the Presictens of 
the United States, in pursuance of the act of the 3d of March, 
1837, forty five thousand dpliars.”” 

Mr. C. made some remarks, showing the propriety of Con. 
gress making an appropriation to carry into effect the law av. 
thoriztng the President to select seven sites for marine hos) itals, 
Rix of the sites, he contended, had been actually contracted for 
by the board created under the law to make selections He then 
went intoa history of the causes of the delay, which was owing 
tocontlicting interests between Wheeling aud Pitisvuigt tox the 
seventh site. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia opposed the introduction of the 
amendment into this bul, on the ground that it would be ac 
parture from the rule which had governed the action of the 
committee, that no appropriation should be admitted excep. it 
was authorized by existing law, or was estimated tor ‘Phe rub 
ject, he said, had wot been brought to the atteution of the Con 
mittee of Ways and Means, but was in fact before the Commn 
tee of Commerce, and that that commiitee had not reported ty 
facts or merits of the question to ihe touse. He t ought the 
subject should gotnre.an a regular course of Investigaulen be 
fore the committee beture an appropriauon should ve made 
If they were to iegislate in this way, and to make appropri. 
tions to carry such subjects into effect, It would preclude the 
House from having such an opportunity for investigation o} ai! 
questions before being called upon to vote,as it shoule have. If ine 
Committee of Commerce had investigated the eubjec, the 
House have not been favored with the ight of that livestiga 
tion, and was not prepared to «ct upon the question. If the 
rules should be departed from to admit amendments of this 
kind, there was no telling at what time they would be er: abled 
to report the bill. He was opposed to having the apy repria: 
tion bills weigbed Cowu by amendments out of order. He hoped 
the gentleman otfering the amendment would consent not tw 
press the amendment, but that he would report it na bul in 
regular order, and fet it depend on its own meriis. 

Messrs. CURTIS, GRAVES, EVERETT, and BIDDLE ad. 
vocated the adopuon of the amendment, and contended that it 

was inorder; acd thatthe Government was bound in good faith 
tu pay for the sites purchased. 

Mr. STANLY opposed the amendment as being out of order, 
and thought that they should first provide for hospitals on the 
Eastern coast, and the coast of North Carolina particularly; 
and, accordingly, sent to the Crate the following amendment to 
theamendment, Viz: 

“For building a hospital at Ocracoke or Portsmouth, North 
Carolina, ten thousand dollars,” 

The CHAIR (Mr. Evans) culed the amendment to be out of 
order, there being no existing law which authorized the appro- 

yriation. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER coincided with the views of the 
chairmanof Waysand Means, that nothing should be placed in 
this bill except what was strictly inorder under the rule. But 
this was a good opportunity to test the sense of the committee 
whether the usual course should be departed from. If the rule 
was to be departed from, he had just claims of Georgia, which 
he would move (o provide for by amending the bill. Econoniy 
of time required that the rules should mot be departed from. 

The amendment was further opposed by Messrs. WISE, 
JONES of Virginia, DAWSON, and REED, and supported 
by Messrs. GRAVES, BIDDLE, WADDY THOMPSON, UN. 
DERWOOD, and PROFFITT, ull 24 o'clock, at which time the 
House took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recesa, no quorum being present, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD embraced the opportunity to ask leave 
tomake a report from the select committee appointed to exa- 
mine the subject.of the invention for preventing the explosion of 
steam bvilers, by Major Raub. 

Mr. U. said he would merely present the report, but did not 
intend toask any action upon it, until there should bea quo- 
rum, Asthis wasa subject of great importanceto ‘he commu- 
nity, he hoped there would be no objection to the reception of 
the report. ‘ 

Mec. BIDDLE objected, on which, 
on UNDERWOOD said he wouid not press the report at 

at time, 

The House then went again into Committee of the Whole, 
and resumed the corsideration of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending being onthe amendment offered by 

Mr. Curtis for the erection of marine hospitals in the Weatern 
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waters, where they do not exist atall. Ile seemed to think, 
aiso, that the Consutution didnot warrant Congress in esta- 
blushing hospitals on fresh waters. Every one isregulated more 
or ms —_ a and the peculiar bent of mina during 
life. He said he would introduce a table trom the spelling book, 
as ‘rom speliing books we may sometimes learn Wise and ex 
cellent moraia, — . 

A city was eeized, and the mode of defence was the ques- 
tion. Tne carpenter raid that wood was the best material to 

. Tre mason sup stone was the beat, and the tanner 
that leather was the best. naid 

so with the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wisk} Mr. R. 
said, he was informed that the gentleman resides, and was raised 
on the scores of the Atlantic, and therefore itis very natural he 
should think the oceania the most proper and only necessary 

nlaceior bosptals. The same observation may be applied to 
fi neelf, (Mr. R. sai!,) as be wasraisei,and now resides near 
the Missisaippt. Each persen has, very naturally, predilec- 
tions for his own Country. 

He sand, it was astonishing to him to hear any one oppose 
the establishinenat of hospitals on the Western waters, when we 
take ints consideration the necessity forihem. A great number 
ofthe must hardy and laborious class of ouc people is eraployed 
in pavizating the Westera waters; aud their numbers and thelr 
business will increase with sucn rapidity, that it will astoaish 
eve) themselves, Who Witness Its daliy progress. 

Whether we obtain this appropriation for the establishment 
of hospitals or noi, the ouward march of population and com- 
merce will not be checked or feit; but the necessity of these ta- 
stitutions will be 1icreased every year. Nature has made the 
valley of tne Mississippi the largest fertile region of couniry 
onearth. Itextends from the Alleghany to the Rocky moun- 
tains, and from the Guif of Mexico tothe Lakes. Tints isa re- 
givaof couniry that cannot be surpaszedin ferulity of ati, aud 
mineral. wealth. People in ali parts of the globe know it, and 
are filling itap. The weigut of population, the power and bu- 
siness of the United States, will, before long, be done io this 
valley. We will respect these old States as our decrepid pa- 
rent; aged, respectable, andineffictent. Tins capital will not 
long contain the noisy bustling Congress. Congress belongs to 
the people, and will necessarily follow its master, the peuple, 
totheir empire inthe West. Ali these thiugs are progressing, 
and the puny arm of man cannotarrestit. But it is doubted by 
some, if it be proper even toestablish a few hospitals in this 
vast valley of the Mis-issippi. 

Oa a recent occasiva we attempted to have established a 
dry dock at Pensacola, which 1s said to bea place nearest to the 
mouth of the Mississippi, which issuitable for such improve- 
ments. This seemed to be an improvement to keep pace with 
other unprovements in the valley; but we failed. New York 
had the power, aud she gotit. This maybe right. It may be 
my feelings which make me think it so unjust. Now ifwe are 
deprived of the benefit ofthe hospiials, we may almost conciude 
that we, in the West, are not in the legislative Union atail. 

Mr. R. said he placed this appropriation on an arrangement 
and express enactment of a law of a former Congress. It was 
agreed that certam hospitals should be es:ablished in che Eas', 

and certain others, oa the western waters and the lakes. As 
far as he knew, this arrangement was carried out as to the 
East and on the lakes, and why not execute it also in the West? 
These arrangements should be held sacred and binding. We 
exist as a nation on a compromise and arrangement. How 
can we expect the people to observe the laws and perform their 
agreements, jif we who enact the laws and make these arrange- 
ments do not show them the example. I cannot presume any 
individual here desires not to carry out an honest arrangement 
previously entered into by Congress. 

Mr. R. caid he would place this appropriation on the strict 
rules of law, and the courts of the country would give judgment 
that the appropriation should ve made. 

This whole matter rests on positive and written contraet. 
An act of Congress authorizes the appointment of certain sur- 
geonsof the army ta make selections of sites for hospita's, and 
to purchase such sites when selected. In pursuance of this au- 
thurity, he was informed that the contracts were made, and now 
Congress is called on to make the appropriation tw pay for 
these sites. It is almost useless to state, as almoat all present 
are lawyers, that when an agent pursues his authority, he 
binds his principal. In this case, as the agents, as far as he 
knew, pursued their authority, the Government is bound to 
make payment actording to the strict rules of law. It cannot 
be possible there is a member in the American Congress that 
is uowilling to execute a contract. If there is fiaud in the 
transaction, it will vitiate the contract. None is alleged, and 
none can be presumed. If the agents have not pursued their 
authority, the Government in that case either would not be 
bound. Ihave not heard it proved that this was the case. 

Some gentlemen say, we have no money in the Treasury for 
such appropriations. The Opposition say, we have a bank- 
rupt Treasury; that we are crippled and deranged in the Trea- 
sury, &c. A poor Treasury 1s one of the pillars of the Demo- 
craticchurch, It is the best situation in which our Government 
can be placed; and he hoped that we might always havea poor 
Treasury and a substantial peopie. 

That we have no money in the Treasury, and therefore we 
cannot go on with these necessary improvements, is not wise 
policy. Itis in fact a mistaken notion, that we are not able to 
make these necessary appropriations. He said he had contend- 
ed ail this session of Congress that the nation is ina more sol- 
vent an | efficient cond.tion than it was since its existence. The 
want of money in the Treasury is positive proof of the fact. 

The greater portion of our ordinary revenue is raised by the 
duty on the impertation of goods froin foreign countries, The 
importation is not so great as heretofore; and this is the greatest 
blessing that could be visited on the country. By this course of 
policy, we are continuing the alarming foreign debt for these 
goods. We are doing without them, and supplying ourselves 
with our own fabrics. Our wealth and substance are retained 
at home, and not drained from us to pay for foreign luxuries. 
Andalthough money be not in the Treasury, arising from the 
importation of goods, yet the wealth and substance is with the 

ple, who are the basis of these appropriations, and not the 
Trenaury. This being the fact, although the money may not 
be in the Treasury, it is with the people, abuadantly sufficient 
to pay these appropriations. If it be not directly available, a 
Joan, or a farther issue of Treasury notes, will not only be al- 
lowable, but praiseworthy, on such an vccasion as the one now 
before the committee. 

Mr. R. remarked that he was sorry to see his friend [the 
Hon. Mr. Hvssarp of Alabama,] whoagreed so well with him 
in all maers Yefore them on the Commuties on the Public 





Lands, now leaning off from the poor workingmen who navi- 
gate the Western waters. There is nv man who goes farther for 
pre-emptions and pre emptois than Mr. H; and,on the sam: 
principles, Mr. R. supposed his friend would join in the good 
cause. He must leave him—te cannot convince him. 

Mc. R. could noisee how tre Constutution cou'd have a fresh 
waier and salt water consiructiva, to be different. Conmerce 
contewplated in the Constuution, had no such distinetwa; 
commerce may exiet as well on one water as another 
It may exist on land; and hospitals may as well be establish: 
on a mountain for “hog drovers” (as the gentleman, Me. Wise 
called them) as on the margi: of a river, or the sea, for waver- 
men. The power isthe same in the Constitution for all these 
cases. 

Mr. R. said he may not be able ou this occasion to change 
the vote ofa single member of this commitiee, but he woud 
have the cunsvlation of his own heart that he made the effort. 
He knew and siw many of these sailere on the western waters; 
he knew their situation; he was satisfied they needed these hos- 
pitais. In a few days, on the western waters, they woul! 
change their climate from one extreme to the other, and 
thereby cause much sickness among them. They were poor, 
and compelled to resortto the rivers for a support. They 
would, therefore, by their avocation, be exposed to sickness, 
aadtnen torced; without money, on the shores amon?st stran- 
gers. They may, also, frequentiy be afflicted with contagious 
diseases, so that private families are not williag to ta<e them 
into Charge. These were facts which he stated, thatev-ry one 
knows who is acquainted wih the Western waters. It is for 
the sake of these people; and to satisfy his own heartin reja- 
tion to them, that he made these desultory remarks, without 
ay meditation whatever, every one wiil see. Itisthe over- 
fla wing of his feelings for those men, that makes him trouble the 
commitiee on this occasion. They have always come to his 
reacne in the hour of need, and that ume wiil never exist when he 
would desert them. He hoped, sincerely, the appropriation 
may succeed. 

It was further advocated by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, AL- 
LEN, TILLINGHAST, CUSHING, and REED, and opposed 
by Nessrs. WISE, and HUBBARD. 

Ata ae ee of the debate, 

Mr. WISE raiseda point of order on two grounds: first, as 
this subject had been referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
who had not yet reported, the present committee could not 
take cogcizance of it; and second, that the introduction of the 
propusition, embracing a subject cifferent te the bill uader con- 
sideration, was a violation of the fillieth rule. 

= CHAIR decided that the motion to amend the bill was in 
order. 

From this discussion, Mr. WISE took an appeal, but the de- 
cision of the Cuatr was affirmed by tcllersas lollowe—ayes 50 
noes 42: no quoru n. 

The Committe: then rose, and the fact was reported to the 
Tlouse, when, 

On motion of Mr. LEET, 

The House the ; adjourued. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvuespay, July 9, 1840. 

The CHAIR submiued a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a statement showing the appropriations to be expended 
in the District of Columbia since the location of the seat of Go- 
vernment therein; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

[From this statement, the total amount appears to be 
$9,205,995 85.) 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memerial from the tobacco 
planters of Garretsburg, Kentucky, showing the burdens to 
which that trade had been subjected, and joining in the views 
taken by the convention at Washington. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, reported 
Houee biil making appropriations for the naval service tor the 
year 1340, with amendments. 

Mr. MERRICK, trom the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported the House bill to continue the corporate exist- 
ence of certain banks in the District of Columbia, with several 
amendments; one of which provides ‘that the said banks shall 
be entitled to and enjoy all the rights and privileges conferred 
by their respective original charters until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, unless Congress shall before 
thattime otherwise direct, on condition that they shall, each 
for itself, resume specic payments on or before the fifteenth 
day of January next, or sooner, and simultaneous with the ma- 
jority of the incorporated banks in the cities of Baltimore and 

ichmond, ifa majority ofsaid banks should sooner resume spe- 


a ig 
r. WHITE, from the Conimittee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition of the heirs of Thomas Stewart 
and the petition of William Dickinson, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 
Mr. W. from the Committee on Pensions, to which was re- 
ferred the biil for the relief of Lyman Bristol, made a favora- 
ble report thereon. 
Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported unfavorably 
on the bill for the relief of James Fleming. 


LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WALL, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the billto publish a stereotype edition of all the 
laws and treaties of the United States, the Declaration ef Inde- 
pendence, Articles of Con‘ederaiion, Constitution, &c. under 
the superintendence and direction of the Attorney General. 

Mr. LUMPKIN moved to strike out the words in the bill 
which provides for giving one copy of sai! laws to each Sena- 
tor and Representative and Delegate in Congress. He said he 
was op , utterly opposed, to the whole practice and system 
which had of late years increased to an alarming extent, of 
Congress voting books tothemselves. Mr. L. said, for himself, 
he never had, or would, vote for the printing of a book for him- 
self,as a member of Congress. He would buy such books as 
he desired for himself, or do without them. He was not pre- 
pared to say that the proposed edition of the laws was not ne- 

and proper; but he protested against a gratuitous dis- 
tribution amongst members of Congress. If it be proper, said 
Mr. L, to give to the present members of Congress a new and 
complete edition of the laws of the United States, it would be 
equally properand just to provide for a copy to be given to 
every gentleman who ever has or may he a member of either 
branch of Congress. But, said Mr. L. I will not enlarge upon 
the arguinents which might be offered in suppert of the prope. 
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sition which I have submitted, uniess it shall become neces- 
sary from the remarks of Senators who differ with me in 
‘pinion on Quis subject; but will contest myself by asking the 
yeasand nays on the question which! have submited. , 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he would cay a few worl be- 
‘ore the question wasta\en. He was wholly mdiferent whe 
hee the motion prevailed to strike outor not. He was quite as 
wiling .o purchase his own Dooks as any other Se. ator, but he 
‘ouskl sced this a small business. fle had heard wiuch sad seen 
much on this questien; he had seen the Senate retuse 10 distri 
gute books useful to members in ue discharge of their official 
duties here, alter they had been paid for, and those Looks are 
now useless; and yet he had seen large boxes of pubtic deca. 
ments, bound at ihe expense of Govermunent, directed by Sena- 
tors 'o theic homes. He const ered these documens, as he did 
the franking privilege of inembers, beneficial to the people as 
they had the use of the documents aa well asthe invermaven of 
the member, at his residence, in the one case, and the ben fit of 
sending the communications to, and receiving public decu- 
ments irom their membera, in the other case, free of postoge 
He considered boh as the privilege of the people, acd ueed or 
their beneit, as well astoenable the member the betler to dis. 
charge hie duty to his consutuenis, He dil not complaty of 
this; bat he hed said he coustdered thisa asmall business. The 
provision moved to be stricken out is Contained in every act that 
had passed, as he underatood 

Mr. LUMPKIN sail he felt himself called upoa to makea 
few words uf reply wo the Senator from Tndiana, (Mr. Sseren } 
That Senator was so elevated in his views and feelings, that hie 
principal objection to s.riking out this book provision for mem. 
bers of Congress, seeme! to consisc in its being @ small, a 
trivial matter—a matter not worth the epecial atiention of aa 
honorable Senator of Congress. Sir, that gentleman and 1 y- 
self differ widely in feelings and opiuion upon thia subject. 
The more elevated the station, the broader the trus!: in due 
proportion du I feel myself bound to attend wo whai acv calle: 
smallmatters. Yea, sir, human life,even in thore whe are most 
distinguished aud elevated, is made up chiefly of amall thins 
k is not the lot ofhuman life, in any condition, to find a perfect 
or useful character, nade up exclusively of great actions, 

Mr. President, he who desires to discharge his duty as a 
Senator on this floor, should be careful how he views with 
censure the consideration ef matiers which are, in thie hail, 
considered of smali importance. Our daily duty vires Of 
us vigilance and attention to small things. I do not, however, 
sir, consider this appropriation of thousands of dollars to print 
and purchase books fer members of Congresa, a very smiil 
matter. I consiler it anabuge of privilege on the pert of mem- 
bers of Congress, which, if not checked, and put down, will 
be prodttctive of evils of the creates! magnitude, 

The Senater from Todiana (Mr. © sti) seems to rely tor jus- 
tification in voting these books to membera of Congres ra upon 
the fact, that under the authority of Congress, members are 
already burdened witha most enormous amount of printing im 
the form of documente, which are bound up in the ferm of books, 
He hasadve:ted to various Items of extravagance in prinung, 
and privileges of franking, and other contingencies, which have 
of late years become the ordinary expenses of Congress. Mr 
President, the picture drawn by the Senator, of these extrava- 
gant and useless expenditures, is not too strong; but I muat ad- 
mit my surprise at the use which the Senator apon this occa. 
sion seems disposed to make of the facts which he has present. 
ed. The Senator’s conclusion seems to be this: because Con- 
gress have become extravagant In printing and other contin- 
gent expenses, therefore we are not (0 resist any proporition 
which may be made to enlarge and increase the extravegance 
complained of. Sir, my object is to check all the extvava- 
gances complained of. 

For myself, sir, I am heartily tired of the extravagance 
of Congress, in both talking and printing. As to the 
books printed for the use of Congress, I consider most of 
them useless umber. They may serve to set off libraries, but 
verv few of them will ever beread. I can buy m.ore valuabe 
books for one hundred dollars, than the i tri.sic§value} or five 
hundred doilare’ cost of books printed under the author; y of 
Congress. ; : 

Mr. WALL said he did not expect this to be made a teat ques. 
tion. The committee, in adopting this part of the bill, had ad- 
hered to former usage, leaving it to the Senate to amend ae they 
might think proper. But Mr. W. would vote againat striking 
outthis clause, and he should then move and vote to etrike out 
the whole section. 

Mr. DAVIS said it was not a test question, and he might, 
per yo for the amendment, and then vote against the 
whole bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he shouid vote for the amend- 
ment and against the bill. 

The amendment of Nr. Lumpxin, striking out the distribution 
to members of Congress, was agreed to—yeas 31, nays 6, as 
followe: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton. Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grondy, Hubbard, Nuntingtoo, King, 
Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Phe'pe. Pierce, 
Porter, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liama, and Young—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cuthbert, Merrick, Norvell, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Wall, and White—6. ; 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the whole section relating 
to the distribution of the work waa now stricken out withuut 
dissent. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the private and local 
laws were required to be published in volumes separate from 
the public and pet laws, andthe general index to be pub- 
lished in a separate volume. ; 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the publishers, instead of being 
lmited to the edition of 2,000 copies, were authorized to su ply 
the general demand for the work at sucha price asthe Aitor- 
ney General should deem a fair, proper, and reasonable com- 


Pee HUBBARD moved to strike out the sum of $7,000, as 
compensation to the Atterncy See 3 aed appr: Printing that 
for the tory expenses # ant onthe werk. 
“This eal gious by Mc. HUBBARD, —— by Mr. 
CLAY of Alabama, and by Mr. GRUNDY, and rejected as foi- 


lows: 
YEAS—Merers. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, D-vis, Hubbard, 
Huntington, King. Lumpkin, Mouton, Preston, Roane, Roggles, 


Walker—14. 
Re meee Clay of Alabama, Claytor, 


Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Norvell, Phelps, Smith 9! 
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Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Wall, White, Wright, and 
Young—16. 





Mr. RUGGLES moved to reduce the compensation and ex- ; 


penses of the Auorney General fiom $3,00010 $2,000 Afier a 
jong delate by Mr. R. for, and by Meesrs. WALL, GRUNDY, 
BUCUANAN, and CRITTENDEN against this ameniment, it 
Was agreed \>, as follows: 

YEAS—Moeers Allen, Anderson, Benton, Calhoun, Clay ot 
Kentucky, Davis, Dixon, Hub , Huntington, Ring, Knight, 
Lino, Lumpkin, Mouion, Pierce, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sinith of lodiana, Tappan, White, and Young 
22. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Roane, Strange, Sturgeon, Walker, Wail, Williams, 
asd Wrighi—i8, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON inquired if the commiuee had made any 
estimate of the whole expense of the work, a point which he 
deemed important, in the present state of the Treasury. 

Mr. WALL sai:', not with rl but it was judged that 
the work would cost from @1 12 tog 45 per volume, (uf seven 
vol imes ) 

Un the question of engrossing the bill, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and the bill was rejected, as fellows 

Y&KAS— Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Pierce, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Scur- 
goon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Young—17. 

NA YS—Mesers. Buch inan, Calhoun, Clay of Keatucky,Clay- 
ton, Uritteaden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubb rd, Huntington, 
King, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouten, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Tall- 


madge—23, 

SPECIAL ORDERS. 

The firet special order being the joint resolution introduced 
by Mc. Tappan, ec to amend the Constitution of the United 
Biates as to lisnit the venure of office of the judges of all the 
ovurte of the United States, was taken up. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky moved to lay this resolution on the 
table, with a view to take up the bill from the House to regulate 
aud equalize the mileage of members of Congress. 

Mc. WALKER called for the = and nays, which were or- 
dered, and the motion of Mr. Cray was negatived—yeas 21, 
nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS- Mosare, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, 
Knight, Merrick, Nichol Phelps, Porter, Preston, Roane, 

Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Wall and White--2!. 

NA Ys--Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Fulton, Gruihdy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Sm th of Conn. Buange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Waiker, Wiiliame, Wright, and Young--2. 

«Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, said this day had been expressly as. 
eigaed for tne consideration of the mileage bill, and, under the 
circu.astances, he deemed it improper that any ethe should 
take precedence of it. It had been brought to this House three 
or four weeks ago, and had aot been reported on by the commut- 

eo til! within three or four days; and there had never been a 
formal call of the commiuee to act upon it. He moved, there- 
fore, to postpone the joint resolution on the Constitution, and 
make it the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. NORVELL aaid, that he should not feel himself called 
upon to notice any thing which had fallen from the honorable 
Bemgor, (Mr. Cray jof Kentucky,] but forthe impuiation, im- 
plied at least, cast by tha: Senator upon him as chairman of the 
committee on the mileage bill. When the bi'l was referred to 
the commitiee, thiee or four weeks ago, he had befure him one 
or two subjects of equai importance with the mileage bill. The 
charter of the city ot Washington--a subject referred to another 
committee, of which he was Chairman, one week before the re- 
ference of the other measure—had occupied his attention for 
nearly three weeks: and when the committee had despatched 
(hat matter, so far as to report it baek to the Senate, he was rea- 
dy w act upon the mileage bill. The Senator from Kentucky was 
then absent in Virgina. Upon his return,the Senator called on him 
to a-certain when he would convene the committee, and added 
that he could not or should not attend the meeting, but that he 
wished to be considered as in favor of the bill. Tae Senator 
from Maasachusetts, [Mr. t}avis,) another member of the com- 
mittee, was immediately informed ef what had been said by 
the Senator from Kentucky. He, too, had expressed his de- 
sire to beset down as in favor of the bill. It then only remained 
for him w consult the remaining members of the committee. 
That he had do., and the result was the report which had been 
made against the bill, with a recommendation that itshould be 
iadefintely postponed. He had deamed it proper to say thus 
much in explanation, and to repel the unwarrantable imputa- 
tiou attempted to be cast upon hin by the Senator from Ker 
tucky. 

The motion was then debated at considerable length, in which 
the merits of the two aniagonistical questions were to some ex- 
tent diacusaed My Measrs. CLAY of Alabama, WALKER, 
‘TAPPAN, CALHOUN, and ALI EN, 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, having just voted against 
Inying the resolutions of the Senator from Ohio onthe table, 
and intending now to vote in favor of the postponement of their 
cousideration till Monday oext, I consider a word of explanation 
due to myself and the Senate, My vote azainst laying on the 
table was given under the impression, that such a disposition 
of the subject might be construed into a disapprobati yg of the 
proposed amendment of the Constitution, when, sir 1] feel no 
euch disapprobation, I have long believed, that no man 
living is entitied to a life estate in any office whatever, under 
the true spirit of our institutions. But, sir, the importance of 
Lie subject well entitles itio the grave and deliberate conside- 
raven of the Senate. We should never act precipitately when 
considering a subject involoing an important alteration in our 
fundamental law, the Constitution of our country, bequeathed 
to us by the fathers of our glorious Revolution. I consider 
the proposition to postpone for a few days only, as varying the 
question. It gives time for further deliberation, without the 
elightest Indication of opposition to the proposed amendment. 

Moreover. sir, am as anxious as the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Cray) to have the diccct and speedy action of the Senate 
upon the aatiest of fixing the mileage of the members of Con- 
gress. The House of Representatives have sent us @ bill upon 
the subject, and it is our duty to Lg upon the merits of that 
bill, Lam fully prepared to say, existing law or the prac- 
tico which obtains under ite provisions, demands a; eedy and de- 
cisive correction. The law upon this subject shouid have a uni- 
form and well defined construction, Every member of Con- 
gross ehoukd be placed upon thesame footing, and the custom 
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| should no longer be countenanced of members from the same 
neighborhood receiving mileage compensation, greatly varying 
in emonnt, which I understand is the case at present. Under 
these considerations, | shail vote for the postponement of the re- 
solutions until Monday next, when I hope they may be taken up 
and further discussed. 

Mr. Ciay’s oretion was carried in the affirmative—yeas 21, 
nave 19, as follows 

YEAS5—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin. Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Peston, 
Roane, Ru Smith of Indiana, and White—21. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Alien, Andeison, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, 
Norvell, Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, and Young—19. 

The other special orders were now postponed, by consent, 
and the mileage bill was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. NORVELL moved its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he hada few remarks to make 
on that’ motion, and would proceed now, or wait till to-morrow 
morning, atthe discretion of the Senate. 

Mr. FULTON moved an adjournment, which was carried in 
the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Merrick, Porter, Preston, Roane, Rugzles, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Walker, White, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard, 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Smith} of 
Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Wright—14. 

So the Senate adjourned. 


Messrs. Brain anp Rives: I was necessarily ab 
rent when the vote was taken to lay the Pankrupt 
bill, from the Senate, on the table. Had I been in 
my seat, I should have voted in the affirmative. 

JOHN WHITE. 

































HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, July 9, 1840. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was the joint re- 
solution of the Senate authorizing the dispusal of the presents 
from the Imaum of Muscat; the question pending being on 
ere to the same as amended by the Committee on Foreigi: 
Affairs 

Mr. ADAMS being entitled to the floor, resumed and conclud- 
ed his remarks in —— to the reso! ution, and in censuring 
the conduct of our Consul for receiving the presents. He also 
argued at some length, showing the unconstitutiouality of re- 
ceiving such presents; and after he had concluded, 

Mr. PICKENS said he would detain the t‘ouse bat a very 
few minutes in his reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

In the first place he would observe, with very great deference 
to the superior judgment of the gentleman, that more time had 
already been consumed than the merits of the cave required. It 
also struck him that the venerable and very learned gentleman 
from Maasachusetts had attached more importance tv this par- 
ticular case than it deserved. 

In anewer to the question of the gentleman as to whether I 
would sanction this as a general law, I most unhesitatingly 
and distinctly xnswer in the negative. So far from sanctioning 
a general |aw for the reception of presents from all foreign 
powers, I would bethe very last man on this floor who would 
agree to it Onthecontrary, 1 would most strenuously incul- 
cate the policy recommended by the circular, directed to our 
foreign agents by General Jackson, prohibiting the reception of 
such presents. 

But the circumstances of the present case are peculiar. The 
question is not whether the President, or any other officer, shall 
be authorized to accept the presents for his own private use, 
because they have been expressly refused by the officers of 
Government. The question is, whether, under the circum. 
stances of the case, Congress shall control the presents, and dis- 
pore ofthem in the most convenient and suitable manner. 

The President does not come here and ask us to authorize 
him ‘o receive the presents for his own private benefit; they 
are tendered to the Government and peo le of the United States, 
as a mark of friendship and regard trom Barbarian powers. 

‘The gentleman asks what authority Congress has to act in 
this matter? 1 refer him to that section of the Constitution he 
himself has quoted, where officers are forbidden to accept pre- 
sents unless by the consent of Congress. 

But, in thiscase, we do noteven assume the right of autho- 
rizing the officers to receive them. Our agen's have re- 
fused them, and they are tendered to us now asthe Re- 
presentatives of the American people, and becomes us to 
act in accordance with the single provision of the Constitution, 
and dispose of this matter ina way most suitable to the public 
interest, and consistent with the national delicacy under all the 
circumstances of the case. A portion of these presents have 
been forced upon our Consul at Tangier, and are, in al! proba- 
bility, on their way to thiscountry, and the other portion have 
been sent here by the Imaun of Muscat, not knowing our con- 
stitutional prohibition on the subject, and are with his agent in 
New York, tendered to the Government. 

Thave said that, in my opinion, the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has attached too much importance to this case. I think 
also that he has visited this poor Consul at Tangier with as 
unrelenting vengeance as Certain persons of old did when they 
threw Daniel into the lion’s den; the gentleman too, in this case, 
would have him given up to the mercy ofthe lions. As the 
Consul escaped, in the first instance, being torn to pieces by 
these beasts, the geutleman now thinks it his duty to perform 
the operation. 

But,eaid Mr. P. I must be allowed to say that in my judg- 
ment,*the gentleman has in several parts placed a forced 
construction upon that correspondence. 

I join with him most fully, that onr Consul ought not to sub- 
mit, in the slightest to the dictates of a tyrant, or to be 
intimidated into a dev from his duty by the threats of any 
foreign power. 

Ttasthe motive that constitutesa just cause of offence. We 
should examine into the circumstances of the case, and see 
what intention governed the e‘Ticer of the Emperor. Was it 
his intention to show our agent a inark of t and regard, 


or was it his intention to treat us with contempt, and to insult 
our power? 



















































Now the !cast reflection and examination of the Ccorrespen. 
dence will show that it was quite the reverse of ; and 
that so far from our Government being treated with contempt, 
the greatest respect and kindness were intended. There was no 
want of respect to our Governmeat manifested in the manner 
in which the presents were tendered 1o our Cox sul. 

Who did not know that different nations had their own | @2y. 
liar modes and torms, by which they addressed each other? 

Among the different civilized nations of Europe, it was true 
they uoderstand the art of d:plomacy, and their expressions of 
friendship and kindness were presented to each other upon 
acented roe paper, although the deadliest feelings of hostility 
might be entertained in fact. 

But among barbarous nations, the case was otherwise. They 
had not learot such refined hypocrisy. They acted on the old 
fashioned custom which prevailed at the foundation of societ 
and offered (o foreign nations, towards whom they felt kind: 
ness, presents peculiar to their own country and identified with 
their aoil or climate. 

Sir, said Mr. P. I submit to the gentleman from Messachy. 
setts whether this was not the leading motive of this offices ot 
the Emperor of Morocco, and whether it was not friendshiy 
and respect for us, and fear of his master, which governed hin 
in the course he adopted. It wastrue he had not the refing. 
ment to send a diplomatic noteon rose paper, but he presented 
the articles in a mode peculiar to his own country, rude ang 
barbarian, it is true, but nevertheless from no MOVE, o; 
design to insult our power or Government. 

Under these circumstances, I submit whether the Consul wag 
oe liable to the indignation of the gentleman from Massa. 
chusetts. 

He may have worded his letter improperly, and perhaps in. 
correctly; but, under all the circumstances of the case, hen 
Pickens) submitted whether the national honor could, in the 
least, be affected by the reception of the presents. 

If the officer of the Emperor had acted from any other mo. 
tives than kindness and respect, then I would have gone with 
the gentleman in his censure of the Consul. If the Consul had 
tarnished our button, that emblem of our national honor, by 
submitting to dictation or intimidation; if he had suffered our 
national dignity to be trampled upon in his person, then I would 
go with the gentleman from Maasachusetts, and declare that 
the Consul should be torn to pieces, rather,than suffer his coun- 
try to be dishenored. 

But I think the gentleman has vastly exaggerated this matter. 
I appeal to him as to whether, in our intercourse with indepen- 
dent Indian tribes, we do not submit to their peculiar customs. 
For instance, in our intercourse with the independent tribes be- 
yond the Rocky Mountains, would we not comply with their 
peculiar customs? 

Now suppose the geritleman from Massachusetts should bs 
sent asan agent from the United States to one of those inde- 
pendent tribes, on a mission involving the interests of his coun- 
try, would he refuse to submit to their peculiar modes ef pro- 
ceeding, and offers of friendship? Suppose they weie to offer 
the pipe of peace to the venerable gentleman, as they always 
do on such occasions, and which is the invariable practice of 
these rude nations, would the gentleman submit to take it from 
their mouths, or would he reject the offer with anger, and with 
his bosom fired with indignation, spurn it, and denounce it as 
an insult to the honer and power of the country he represented, 
calculated to degrade us? No: he was sure the gentleman 
would do no suchthing. That gentleman, who had represent- 
ed us with so much honor in the various courts of Europe, up- 
on momentous questions, had too much sound sense t» refuse to 
comply with the mode and cusioms of the tribe to whom he was 
sent. No,the gentleman would comply, and then we should 
see the venerable diplomatist sitting cross-legged at the coun- 
cil fire, with the pipe of peace in his mouth, however ridicu- 
lous it might appear in the refined eyes of civilized people, as 
to mere aftitude. 

Ic is a rude custom, and we submit to these things from the 
kind motives that attend them, So it was with these beasts 
the motives with which they were forced upon our Consul 
were all kind and friendly. 

Mr. JONES here called for the orders of the day; but Mr. 
Pickens said he would not detain the House five minutes 
——_ and wished the matter disposed of without any further 

ebate. 

Mr. P. then alluded to the cases put by Mr. ADamMs as prece- 
dents, when Congress had refused. The first case was the one 
in 1798, when Mr. Pinckney of South Carolina applied to the 
House in relationto the acceptance of certain presents. Me 
h:d been our Minister to Spain and England, and they had ten- 
dered him presents. 


Now, said Mr. P. Task the gentleman if that is a parallel 
case? Is there any similarity between that case and the pre- 


sent? There isa wide difference between the two cases. 

Mr. Pinckney was then a member of this House, and when 
the presents were offered to him, he very properly submitted 
the matter to the Speaker, and the House decided that he should 
not receive them. In that case the presents were designed for 
the private use and benefit of Mr. Pinckney, and not as im this 
case, when the articles were tendered to the Government and 
people of the United States. In this instance the presents were 
not for the private use or benefitot any pubic officer, but were 
tendered to us to make such disposition of them as we snight 
deem proper. They had been properly refused by our officers, 
and were now the offerings of friendship from barbarian 
powers. Inthe case of Mr. Pinckney, they were offered from 
civilized nations, who knew better, and for the private use of 
Mr Pinckney. In that case the House decided, and decided 
properly, that he should not receive them, and I hope would s0 
decide again, when the case occurred. Ae to the other case 
when a tract of land was presented to General Jackson and 
Colonel Hawkins by the Creek Indians in 1814, that had no 
similarity with this affair. The land was presented to Jackson 
and Hawkins as individuals, and out of respect and admiration 
to them as men, and not out of regard or respect to our Go- 
vernment. It was purely a private donation, and nothing public 
in it, except that it was offered from a nation of Indians. There 
was acase, however, in the session of 1 when we re- 
ceivedand ordered two horses and a lion to be sold by the Pre- 
sident, without objection, and the of the horses were 
placed in the Treasury, and of the lion divided amongst the 
Orphan Asy!ums of this District by General Jackson. 

Mr. P. then asked to be allowed to refer to @ transac- 
tion, honorable to the Imaum of Muscat, and which wo! 
do to any Christian prince in Europe. It 
well known that he was one of the most powerful 
of Africa; his dominions skirted the shores of the 
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sian Guif, and he claimed tribute from powerful tribes 

that extended far along the Southern coast of Africa. In 1236, 

the Peacock, one of our vessels of war, had on board a treaty 

signed by the Imaum, very favorable \o us, and ran upon one of 
the coral reefs in the Persian Gulf, where she was left in an 
exposed situation, without a gun to bear, and subject to the at 

tacks of the powerful Bedouins that infest those coasts. It was 
900 miles from the Imaum of Muscat; the captain sent an open 
poat, through great danger, to apply for his assistance. He 
promptly des tched men to their aid, and sent the very vessel 
now lying in the port of New York to relieve them, and gave 
orders that he would hold the surrounding tribee responsible for 
any injury done toour vessels. 

By this generous assistance the Peacock got afloat with 
the loss of eleven guns, and sailed to Bombay to be refitted. 
Bu: the Imaum, not satisfied with what he had done, recovered 
the guns with great difficulty, and actually sent them to Bom- 
bay, athousand miles off, at great expense and trouble. They 
arrived just before the Peacock was about to gail, and were 

esented to her. 

This was a gallant anda noble act of generosity, that would 
have done honor to any Christian prince or State. Mr. P. did 
not know whether it had ever been yeney returned and ac- 
know it came from an expanded heart, and was worthy 
of our admiration. 

Mr.P. then concluded by saying that the amendment of the 
cemmittee proposed to give the pomee of these presents to 
the institutions for the support of orphans in this District--an 
object worthy of the sympathy and undivided support of ever 
humane Christian heart. If this amendment were adopted, 
we would then exhibit the remarkable spectacle of the de- 
scendants of Islimael bearing presents from the desert, destined 
to contribute to the su;,port of the he!pless and fatherless of their 
Christian and more civilized brethren. 

Mr. P. concluded by hoping the House would so dispose of 
them, and demanded the previous question. 

Mr. EVERETT solicited the gentleman from South Carolina 
to withdraw the amendment, to enable him to introducea pro- 

tion to recommit the bill to the Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs, with instructions to inquire into the expediency of report- 

ing a bill making an appropriation for deiraying the expenses 
of the repairs of the ship Sultana, belonging to the Imaum of 
Muscat, and for her supplies while here and on her return 
home; and for making such other complements to the Imaum 
of Muscat for the signal relief afforded to the United States 
slonp of war Peacock, as the President shall deem proper. 

Mr. PICKENS persistedin his motion for the previous ques- 
tion, which received a second, and the main question having 
been ordered; which main question was, Shall the House concur 
with the Committee of Foreign Affairs in their amendment to 
the Senate bill? ; 

(This amendment authorizes the President to dispose of the 
@aid presents (without in terms authorizing their acceptance) 
the proceeds thereof to be divided among the charitable institu- 
tions for orphans in this district. ] 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 69, nays 89. 

the House refused to concur in the amendment of the com. 
mittee. 

The question now being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and reada third time—- 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which, having been ordered , were—yeas 75, nays 87, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Biack, 
Botts, Bor, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Chapman, Connor, William R. 
Cooper, Craig, Cross, Dana, John Davis, Doan, Dvig, Earl, 
Eastman. y, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, 
Griffin, Hand, Sohn Hastings, Hook, oN Jackson, Jame- 
son, Jozeph Johnson, Keim, Kem: le, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Lucas, McCuilvh, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, 
samuel W. Morris, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Pickens, 
A on Prentiss, Rariden, Rayner, Robinson, Samuels, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Stroug, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taylor, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Nef sae 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and Henry 
Williams—75 

NAYS—Messrs. Ad Judson Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Beirne, Blackwell, Briggs, Sampson H. Butler, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Clark, Clifford, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
Ourtis, Cushing, Davee, Davies, J. W. Davis, Garret Davie, 
Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fillm Fine, Fletcher, Fornance, James Garland, Gates, 
Goode, Wm. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Chas. Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McClellan, McKay, Marvin, Mason, Monrve, Cal- 
vary Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Petrikin, Proffit, 
fe rag se Reynolds, wideway, Russell, Shepard, Simonton, 
Slade, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, “ Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
we Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. 
Wilhams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christo- 
pher Williams—87. 

So the joint resolution was rejected. 

Mr, J. W. JONES moved to suspend the the rul 
the House resolve itseli into Committee of the Whole 
the siate of the Union. 


and that 
ouse on 


Mr. EVERETT endeavored to prevail upon the chairman of 
Ways and Means w waive his mouon, for the purpose of 


admitting his motion to recommit the resolution above rejected, 
with the instructions indicated. 


Mr. JONES would not yield, and the question was put and 


agreed to. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Evans in the chair,] and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appropriations for 


the support of the army. 
The CHAIR stated th 


t 
(Mr. Curtis, 
chase of sites on the W 
negpte’s, was in order. ’ 

. CLIFFORD said the subject of the marine 


tainly not in order to arrest the action of that committee, b 
an amendment 
not even 


they 





at the question pending when the com- 
mittee rose on yesterday was the appeal taken by the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wiss) from the decision of the Cam, that 
he amendment eee by the gentleman from New York, 
] making an appropria:ion of $45,000 for the pur- 

eastern waters on which to erect marme 


tals was 
pending before the Committee of Commerce, and it son ter 


mete at 
their views te the House upon. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He contended that the amendment and decision of the Caarn | 
came in conflict with the 60th rule of the Mouse, which says | 
_ that no motion should be submitied under colorof amendment, 


different in charact: r and principle, for the bill or subject un- 


der diseussion. This rule was no doubt adopted to prevent a | 


system of logrolling when the appropriation bills should be up 
for consideration—it was done so ag to let every proposition 
stand on its own peculiar merits. 


relevancy tothe bill before the House—jt is totally different in 


principie—the bill pertains to matters connected with the army, | 


andthe amendment is a matter more relevant to the navy bill. 


Ii the commitiee should depart trom the rule which hadgoverned | 


itso far, and admit this proposition, proposition after pro- 
position total'y irrelevant and out of order, would be 
proposed; and thus consume all the time of the 
House, without accomplishing any good purpose. It 
was Out o! no feeling of hostility to the proposition itself that 
cause him to oppose its introduction into this bill; but if it 
was ujOn lis own merits, he would be in favor of a proper dis- 
tribution of hospitals. But the subject had not been investi- 


gated, and it was yet pending before the committee, andhe | 


could not consent, even if the amendment were not in order, to 
vote for it. 

Mr. McKAY then read the rule which required that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means should report the several appro- 
priation bills within thirty days, each bill appropriating to 4 

ch 


cific and distine: classes of objects authorized by law; from wh 


he argued that it was never intended that amendments entirely 
different in principle from the bills, and not provided for by 
existing laws, should be appended as amendments. Notwith- 
standing the rule requires that the bills should be reported 
separately, the cou.mittee migh', with the same propriety, 
amend the army bill, by attaching to it the whole navy bill, as 
to admit this amendment, which was more relevant tothe navy 
bill than to the bill under consideration. He hoped the decision 
of the CHaira would not be sustained. 

The appeal was further debated by Mesars. WISE, STANLY 
ATHERTON, ani McKAY, in opposition to the decision of 
tbe Cuatr, and by Messrs. DAVIS of Indiana and BRIGGS in 
favor of bis decision. 

The question “Shall the decision of the Cuairm stand as the 


judgment of the House?”’ was taken by teliers, and resulted— 


ayes 57, noes 66. 

So the decision of the Cuaim was reversed, and the amend- 
ment declared to be out of order. 

The item apeenens $50,000 for repairs and improve- 
ments at Hiarper’s Feiry having been read— 

Mr. RICE GARLAND desired to be informed why the ap- 
propriation was so large? 

r. JONES of Virginia, explained that the appropriation 
had been rendered necessary for repairs, &c. and referred to the 
items setting forth the particular objects for which the money 
was required. 

Mr. WISE desired to be informed by the chairman, or some 
member of the Cummitteeon Military Affairs, whether the Go- 
mernment continued to experd money at the armories for the 
manuiacture of Hall’s patent rifles? 

After a monent’s delay— 

Mr. MONROE was understood tosay thata few were still 
manufactured. 

Mc WISE went on to say thatthe rifle was useless, and that 
he would not allow the one he had had to etay about his louse. 
It was more dangerous to the man who had to use it than it 
wastoau enemy. Mr. W. explained how and why. Improve- 
menis, he said, were guing on ever. day. Colt’s rifle was said 
to be better; so was Cochran’s; and there were oihers. He was 
willing to appropriate money tor experiments in arms, but the 
country ought to be very careful in adopting any. He was 
told that 10,000 of Hall’s rifles had beea menufactured for the 
Government. All this money had been thrown away; and he 
hoped that proper atiention would be given to the subject. 

Mr. MONROE was gia, he said, that the gentleman from 
Virginia |Mr. Wise] had taken up the subject. This rifle was 
not a favorite with him, (Mc. M.] But the gentleman would 
best obtain his object by offering aresolution directing that these 
arms shail not be given out, or adopting some other course by 
which the object can be effected. 

Mr. WISE offered an amendment, in the shape of a proviso, 
declaring that none of the money hereby appropriated shall be 
expended in the manufacture of Hall’s patent rifle. 

Mr. GRAVES raised the question that the amendment 
was out of order, on the ground that it was notin order, on 
an appropriation bill, to regulate the sort of arms that shall be 


‘Tne CHAIR had some doubts, he said, on the subject, but 
finally decided that the amendment was not in order. 

Mr. WISE appealed from that decision. 

And the question being, “Shai! the decision ofthe Cuan stand 
as the judgment of the committee?” 

The appeal was debated by Messrs. GRAVES, MONROE, 
WISE, PRUFFIT, LUCAS, and WADDY THOMPSON, 
when 

Some conversation took place between the CHAIR and Mr. 
WISE, from which it appeared that when the Cuan had deci- 
ded the amendment of Mr. W. to be out of order, he had done so 
on the ground that it was not relevant to an clause of the bill 
under consideration; but the Cuam intimated the opinion that it 
would be in order hereafter. ‘ on 

Mr. WISE thereupon withdrew his appeal, giving notice of 
his intention to renew it at the end of the bill. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND (not being satisfied, he said, with the 
explana'ions of Mr. Jones of Virginia, why so large an amount 
should be appropriated for the armory at Harper’s Ferry) rooved 
to reduce the amount from $50,000 to $25, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said this appropriation, it was true, 
was something larger than at previous years; but it would be 
recojlected that the apptopriation was withheld entirely last 

ear. The money was w be expended on very important ob- 
jects; it was to repair the buildings, erecta new forge, and to 
place this armory in a condition to manufacture arms with 
more facility. The supply of arms was entirely inadequate to 
the wants of the country, if, in case of emergency, the arms 
should be needed. The amount was as low as it ought to be for 
the purpose to which it was to be applied. Lf it was red 
it might be that it could not be so applied as to make it at a 
useful. He hoped the reduction would not be made. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said if the gentlemaa from Louisia- 
na (Mr. GarLanp] would move to reduce all the items 26 per 
cent. he would go with him. 

Mr. MONROE was to the reduction. It would de 

the effectof the whole appropriation. 


Itis a proposition having no | 


When he was in 
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the army he hadan opportunity of witnessing the bad effect of 
such a course. Frequently object of the appropriation 
warannuiled by such an unmeaning reduction. Ik could por 
be anplied, because it was inadequate to effect the object, and 
would prove a waste if it were to be applied. There was no 
econoiny in such a course. When we get the arme manufac. 
tured they are in the hande af the ple. He was in favor of 
large and judicious appropriations to objects of defence. Lo 
would go #0 far asto place in the hands of the militia works on 
military tactics, to givethem all the information which would 
contribute to aiake them useful when their services were need- 
ed in the field; but he was told that the Treasury would not 
bear it. Sucheconomy as this was not regardiog the great in- 
terests of the country. He was for an increase of the arme 
and munitions of war. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER said, he was not surprised at the 
views of econoiny of the gentleman from New York. They 
were euch as might be expected from a gentleman coming from 
that section of country. He comes froma quarter that holds 
to the principle that they should go in debt it there was not mo- 
“—s supply what might be conceived to be their want. 

r. R. GARLAND said, he wascisposed to make all pro- 
der appropriutions to keep up the arsenals. ‘This a propria- 
tion was not an ordinary one, and there should be aced reasons 
shown why it should be made. In the present state of affairs 
he was in favor of small appropriations. 

Mr. MONROE could not consent to reduce appropriations 
of this kind, considering the state of defences of the country 
He was for putiing the army and navy in acondition thar 
would cope with any power. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON maintained that thie was no pro. 
per time to make improvements of any kind, considering the 
exhausted condition of the Treasury. Even if it shouid re 
ducethe manufacture ofarma, he would go forit. But ifis 
was reduced it would not touch such manufacture. 

The question was then taken on the motion to recuce, and 
disagreed to without a count. 

Mr. RARIDEN wished to inquire frem the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, whether any estimate trom 
the Cumberland Road had been semt to the commitiee by the 
President o1 Secretary, eshe had seen a statement to that effect 
in some of the Western papers. 

Mr. JONES was surprised at such a question. The gentle. 
man, from the commencement of the session, had had the eame 
opportunities of examining all the documents and eet!maies as 
himeelf. He therefore rather doubted the sincerity of the geu- 
tleman in asking the question. 

Mr. RARIDEN made some complaint at not receiving a re 
ply. He had ransacked all the documents in vain to find such 
an estimate, and believed that none such had been seni to the 


House. 

Mr. JONES said he had no objection to say that at the com- 
mencement of the cession no estimate for the Cumberilen! Roar 
had — submitted, among those which formed the basis of bills 
reported. 

r. RARIDEN asked if there had been any estimate since. 

Mr. JONES said ti at no estimate had been submitted te the 
Committee of Ways and Meansty the House, with a view to 
report a bill to continue the Cumberland road, although he be- 
lieved the proper bureau having charge of this subjects had sent 
in estimates to Congress. 

Mr. RARIDEN said he would, upon his own responsibility, 
submit an amendment, and let it stand upon its own me 
rite. Mr. R. then propused an amendment appropriating 
$225,000 for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and I!linois—§75,000 ro be expended in 
each of those States, under the supervision of the War De- 

rtment. ; 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Cmair whether the amendmen: 
waa in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not. 

From this decision Wr. DAVIS of Indiana aepesee. 

The appeal was debated, and the decision of the Cmata was 
opposed by Messrs. DAVIS of Indiana, RARIDEN, MAfFON 
of Ohio, TILLINGHAST, and PROFFIT. 

And, it being now half past 2 o’clock, the Honse took the 
usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the reces#— 

The consideration of the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL 
we sonmned in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Evaxa in the 
Chair. 

The question pending was the appeal from the decision of the 
Cuat, that the amendment in relation to an apprepriation for 
the Cumbetland road, was not in oider. 

Mr. RARIDEN observed that as there was no quorum pre- 
sent, he would withdraw the amendment, witha view o/ isnew- 
ing it hereafter. 

r. GIDDINGS then aeked leave to offer an amendmen’ 
making} an appropriation for the repair of a certain barbor in 


Ohio. 

Mr. JONES objected to the introduction of such an amend. 
ment as out of order. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment as out of order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS took an appeal, but the decision of the Cnam 


was affirmed. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to amend by reducing the 
amount appropri for armories, fortifications, arsenals, etc, 
25 percent. Mr. C. said that, ewing tothe embarrussed condi- 
tion of the Treasury, it was highly neceesary that some reduc. 
tion should be ; although he was willing to go for the full 
amount of all apprepriations that were strictly needed. 

Mr. DAWBO! was in favor of granting full amount of 
appropriations asked for, and then afterwards holding the Ad. 
ministration strictly responsible for those appropriations. 


Mr. JONES contended that more of the appropriations could 
be reduced without manifest injury to the public service. Ho 
alluded to the vast number of Indians on our Southwesern 
frontier, which required the vigilance of Governimen: to keep 
them in subjection, and a le provision for forufications, 
etc. soas to protect our citizens against them. He ale: alluded to 
the deficiency of fire arms, there not being at preeeit more than 
sufficient to arm two States of the Union. He therefore hoped 
that no objection would be made to the amounts set down in 
the bill, as the public interest required that the whole should be 

riat 
PEVERETT ezid this motion brought up the general 
uestion of retrenching expenses for the want of means tc meet 
Ben. He desired to ask the chairman of the Commitiece on 
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Ways and Means, for his estimate of the revenue for this year, 
exclusive of Treasury notes. 

Mr. JOSE said ie was unable at that moment to state fur- 
ther than thatit was expected to fall considerably below the 

ma’ es for che residue of the year, 
a EVERETT resumed. The statement of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, laid vefore the other House on the 19th of June, 
showed that the whole revenue for the first five months, (from 
January the ist to June the 1si,) wae about seven and a half 
millions. For ths residue of the year it would most probably 
exceed that arnount, making for the yeac not over fifteen mil- 
Lous. This, with five milions of Treasury notes, made the 
whole revenue twenty millions, The appropriation, originally 
ewimated at that sum, would be increased by appropriations 
nt origteally here, but recommended by the Departmenta, to 
cwenty seven rollione—gay twenty five millions. Now how 
was the deficiency to be supplied? We desired to ask the hono- 
rabve chairunan whether a further grant of Treasury aotes would 
be asked curing the dresent session. 

Mr. JONES replied that there had been no action of the com- 
mi.tee that would enabie him at that ime to answer the ques- 
tion. He could not then determine what might be the amount 
of the appropriadens;, but he expressed the hope that no more 
Treasury neies would be necessary. 

Mr. EVEKETT said he was ied to hear it, although he could 
not see how the Government weuld make the two ends 
meet. It didgeem to be bea case,in which either further 
means should be provided, or the appropriations reduced. 
That subject, however, he was obliged to leave to the commit- 
tee. They must best know where the reductions should be 
male, aud the reaponsibiliry rested upon them. He could not, 
however, but think that the subject of the defence of the West- 
ern frontier was il] chosen fora reduction. Considering the ex- 
tent of that fronuer, the number of Ind:ans, and the hostile fect- 
ings 0! some portion df them, he thought every thing should be 
done necessary for the defence of that quarter. He thought that 
& recent event had increased the danger. He would not then 
evter into the subject further than to express that opinion. 

Mr. COOPER said he wished it to be understood that he did 
not wish to reduce the ordinary expenses of the Government. 
He wae willing to vote for that; and if there were not money 
enougs in the Treasury, he would borrow it. He did not agree 
wih atscolicague m giving the money to the Administration 
because they asked for it. By doing 80, his colleague would be 
throwing hisown responsibility as a Representative upon the 
Governovent. whieh he had no right to do. 

Mr. BRIGGS could not agree with the gentleman who offer- 
ed the amendment. After we had erected these fortifications and 
public works, the gentleman wished tocut of one quarter of 
the money neceasary to keep them in operation. Let the gen- 
Ueman leok at the state of our Southwestern frootier, where the 
danger had been such that we had increased our standing army, 
aad yet bere he offered a proposition to cut down one tourth of 
the sums necessary for keeping up the public works. The gen- 
tleman wished to do this, and yet he said he did not wish to in- 
terfere with the ordinary and common appropriatiens of Go- 
verument. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON advocated the amendment. The 
objects to which the sums were to be applied did not come un- 
der the ordinary expenses of Goverament. They were extra- 
© dimwary; and if the proposition had been to reduce the sums 
fifty per cont. ins ead of twenty five, he would vote for it. 
| Mr CROSS objecred to any reduction in the appropriations for 
fatf aims, &c. He alluded to the defenceless state of the im- 
tione Southwestern fronder, and cooteoded that Government 
was bound to taake ¢tovision for the defence of our ci'izens in 
that quarter, avd which required every Cent of the money set 
down io the bil, 

Mc. TILLINGUAST thought the best way would be to grant 
the ap croprivion asked for, aa, otherwise, the Administration 
cout not jaetly be held reeponsibie. It was mt the face ot 
making the appropriadon that created the resp nesibility, butthe 
masher in which that money was used afie: it had been appro- 
priated. Besides, the general reuction of 25 per cent. would 
hot ve competble with all the items specified. 

Mr. MONROE opposed the amendment with much warmth. 
He lid net consider i just or honorable for gendemen, after 
they bad got rid of the Indians from their own State, to object 
tw the protection of other ~tates from their incursions. Wasa it 
nt joat and proper for the gentleman trom Georgia to vote for 
forufic.tiens for the protection of the frontier States againet 
those T dians whom he had sent there? 

The question was then taken on the amendment, and it was 
rejected 

Mr JONES then moved to amend by inserting $19.764 for 
th reparot arsenals mjured by fire and storms. Mr. J. ex- 
piatined (vat these arsenals had been damaged since the esti 
mates nad been first sent iv, and at the request of Mr. Rick 
Ganvanp had read by the Clerk a statement from the Secretary 
in relation vo the matter. 

Toe amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. JONES then offered an amendment appropriating 
S3)!,000 ior the suppression of Indian hostiliiies in Fiortda, wo 
= expended under the superintendence of the Secretary of 

aT, 

In reply teaquestion from Mr. STANLY, 

Me JONES explained that the reazon this item was not in- 
clude! in the original estimates was, that it was anticipated, the 
war would shortly be brought to aclose, in which case no 
further appropriation would have been necessary. Butasthe 
nnUcipauens of the Department had not been realized, the Se 
creiary of War thought advisable before the adjournment of 
Congress, \¢ avk an additional appropriauon of $300,000, which 
mided to the unexpended balance of former appropriation 
would i was ‘hought to be amply sufficient. F 

Mr. STANLY opposed the amemendment, and in the course 
of hia remarks, corteaded that the Administration had been 
guilry of increasing the standing army; also, that it was heir 
design .o increase # stihl farther. He had not conctucte, when 
. a was aide thatthe committee rise, which motiva pre 


Aid the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Faripay, Juiy 10 1S40. 
Tr DAVIS, from the Commitee on Commerce, submitted 
& report te reintion (o the House bill for the retief of Gilbert A. 
Bu th and Natnon 3 ack; which was ordered to be Printed. 
Me. HUBBARD, from the Committee on F.pance, to which 
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Mr. H. said that some time since the Senate adopted a reso- 
lution reported by the Committee on Claims, adverse to the 
claim of the heirs of Fulton. Subsequently a motion was made 
to reconsider this vote, which he now moved to take up. 7 

The motion to reconsider was then taken up, and on motion 
by Mr. H. indefinitely postroned. 

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

The Senate resumed the cousideration of the bill trom the 
House to establich a uniform rule of computing the mileage of 
members of Congress. The question being on Mr. NORVELL’s 
motion to postpone the bill indefinitely— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky spoke at ja:ge in favor of the bill. 
It was pasacd, he said, by the nearly unanimous vote of the 
other Honse, and ten years ugoa similar bi!l was passed by the 
other House, and defeated by the Senate. 

He alluded to the unpleaseantness of touching any abuses of 
this kind, trom the great number of mdividuals interested in 
them, from whom it was difficult toescape animadversion But, 
as always, Mr. C. would now prececd to perform his duty, re- 
gardiess of himself, but sinceiely desirous not to injure unne- 
cessarily the feelings of any member; and he trusted his re 
marks would be listened to in the same spirtof cour‘esy with 
which he designed to make them. The time of his retreat 
from public life was not very distant, and before retiring, he 
wished to point out three or four abuses, which he wonld, in 
part, doat this tine. Onerelated to the franking privilege, of 
which there were abuses in every way, which Mr. C. specified, 
and pointed to certain remedies. Aether greatone was that 
now under consideration. Mr C. proceeded to show that the 
law respecting mileage bad been rendered very greatly uncer- 
tain and unequal, particu'arly by railroads and steamoats. 

He closed by alluding to the extraordinary increase iu the ex- 
penditures of the Government. During the administration of 
Washington, Adams, andthe firstcerm of Jefferson, the whole 
civil list did not exceed $600,000 yearly. Now, the Treasury 
Department alone nearly reached that eum; and the expenses 
of Congress, including stationery, printing, fuel, &c. even went 
beyondit. And reforms by Cengress, he insisted, ought to be- 
gin with themselves, 

Aiter some remarks by Mr. CALHOUN, 

Mr. WRIGHT having remarked that the Senator from South 
Carolina had almost wholly anticipated what he had designed 
tosay, proceeded to enlarge somewhat on the same views, and 
said he should vote for the postponement. 

Mr. DAVIS urged that this subject had been very thorough! 

considered in the other Hous», and the result of it was a full 
conviction that the air line was, on the whole, the best and most 
equal standard of distance; and it was one which admitted of 
no change and no uncertainty. 
§ He also insisted that it was usual, if reforms, when proposed, 
were delayed for any reason, they were not again taken up; and 
he stated various case’ in point; and the present rule for mile- 
age, he maintained, was unequal and unjust, and ought to be 
corrected. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, as he should vote against 
the indefinite postponement of the bill, he desired to place his 
vote on its trne ground. In the vote he should give, he did 
not wish to be understood as committing himself to vote for 
the bill as it passed the House. That bill fixes the mileage of 
members upon a direct air line; this, he thought, would be 
found unequal aud unjust, as it was a line never travelled, 
and impossible to be travelled. Again, it would be unjust to 
members who had to travel on a circuitous route to their places 
of residence. He, therefore, woul! vote against the indefinite 
postponement, in the hope that the bill would be so amended 
as to make itaccsptable. He held that thetrue rule was to 
pay the member for the distance he would be compelled to tra- 
vel 20 as to convenientiy arrive at the seat of Government, and 
not the reute his pleasure or convenience might dictate. He 
thought the law should be to make the allowance upon the 
nearest mail or post route. This would make the law ‘'efinite 
enough. He admitted that the Jaw, as it stood. was liabie to 
be, and was, misconstrued, operating unequally and unjustly 
between different members. He concurred with the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] that the object of the 
law giving mileace was not altogether to pay members for their 
expenses in travelling; it was, in part, a compensation to die- 
tant members for the inconvenience and encrifice they were 
campelledto make in being eo far removed from their homes; 
while those nearer to the seat of Government could frequent- 
ly visit their families during the session. 

Mr. LUMPKIN eaid: Mr. President, it has rarely fallen to my 
lot to attend to a diecus+ion in this Senate with more pleasure 
and interest, than 1 havedonethis morning. Thisidiscussion has 
convinced me of the power and force of truth. Some months 
ago, in urging upon this Senate the consideration of the value of 
time, and the duty of shortening the sessions of Congress. I took 
occasion to say, that after ali that had been said and written, in 
and out of Congress, on the subject of Government abuses, 
the most alarming abuses of the Federal Government might be 
traced directly or indirect}y to Congress. My remarks at that 
time, sir, seemed to have but limited influence upon the Senate. 
To-day, sir. T have the high gratification to hear almos: every 
honorable Senator who has spoken upon the subject, frankly 
admit the abuses which have crept into Congress, and express a 
willingness to enter earnestly upon the work of reform. by ap- 
propriate legislation TI heard the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
Cray] with great satisfaction and general approbation That 
Senator has advocated the bill from the House of Representatives 
with a clearness and perspicuity which cannot be surpassed. 
His remarks, aceompanied by the facts which he has sub- 
mitted, afford incontestable evidence of the inequality and in- 
justice of the present practice of settling the mileage of members 
of Congress, and satisfies my mind, thatthe mode proposed in 
this bill ts the nearestapproach to justice which has yet been 
presented to the consideration of Congress, and I am therefore 
prepared to g ve the bill my hearty support. But for the able 
manner in which this bill has bern supported by ihe Senator 
from Kentacky, (Me. Ccay,) Tehould have felt it my duty to 
have mare some remarks in detail in its support, but I now feel 
relieved from that necessity. 

Mr. Presivtent, I trust the passage of this bill will be but the 
firat step in correcting abuses connected with the expenses of 
Congress. From the apirit manifested by Senators in their re- 
marke this morning, I indulge the hope that various other 
abuses wi!! be speedily reformed by legislation. The use and 
abuse of stationery, as well as the franking privilege, calls 
aloud for reform. 

And what is etl] of mach greater importance than any which 
has yet been alverted to, is the want of a faithful and punctual 
attendance of the members of Congress to their Iegisiative da- 
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ties, What have we seen during the present session of Con. 
gress? How oijten has the business of legislation been re. 
iarded for the want of a quorum, Io one branch of Congress at 
least? How many members 01 Congress, curing the present 
session, have been abseat from their seats for days, wecks, and 
months together, engaged in pursuits of business, pleasure, or 
pasiime? Te it not the common custom of these abseiteos to 
receive full compensation for the woole session, whether pre. 
sent orabseat? Isthis just—is itright? Who pays the laborer 
wages for days, weeks, and months, when he is absent from his 
work? This is not he custom of our country in the ordinary 
business of life. Menare paid in proportion to their labor ani 
attention to business, ain] why should members of Congress be 
anexception? I wil! forbear making further remarks at pre 
sent, and give my vote in favor of the bill from the House. 

The question was then taken on the indefinite postponement 
of the bill, and was negatived, as follows: 

YEas—Messre. Anderson, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Meuron, Norvell, 
— of Connecticut, Strange, S:urgeon, Walker, and Wright 
— 16. - 

NAYS—Meeers. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayioy, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huatinzton, King, Kuigis, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Roane, Rug. 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wali, White, Wii. 
hams, and Young—26. 

Mr. LINN moved instead of the straight line, to make the 
nearest mail route the standard of distance. 

Mr. WALKER proposed the most usual mail route, to be de- 
termined by a joint committee of Congress, and the mileage of 
members, a3 allowed, to be published. 

This amendment Mr. LINN accepted for his own. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky argued that this rule would be eub. 
ject to great uncertainty, and adduced some cases in which it 
would be very difficult to determine which was the most usual 
mail route. 

Mr CALHOUN and Mr. ALLEN made some remarks 
in faver of et the mileage ofeach member, thus mak. 
ing him reeponsible for this, as for other things, to his consti- 
tuents, 

Mr. DAVIS moved to strike out the most usual mail route 
from M’. Linn’s amendment, and insert the nearest mail route. 
He argued in support of this that in many cases there were seve- 
ral routes, which were regular and constant, and none of them 
could be said to be more usual than another. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that it ought to be the prin- 
cipal mail route, which could be better determined. 

After some further remarks by Mr. WALKER for, and Mr. 
PRESTON against, Mr. WALKER’s an.endment, 

The amendment of Mr. Davis, making the shortest mail 
route the standard of distance, was agreed \o, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Ky. Clayton, Crittenlen, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, 
Huntington, King, Knight, Meriick, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Stith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, White, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messts. Benton, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Linn, Lumpkin. Mouton, Phelps, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Walker, Wall, and Wright—14. 

The amendment of Mr. Wackgr, as thus amended by Mr. 
Davis, was agreed to, ag follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Aller, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Ala. Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Mouton, Norvell, Ptelps, Pierce, Roane, Smith of Indiana, 
Strange, Siurgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Wright, and 
Yonng—25. 

NAYS—Meszsrs. Clay of Ky. Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Dixon, Knight, Lumpkin, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith of Conn. and White—13. 

Mr WALKER moved to amend the bill by inserting at the 
end the eof, “and hereafter there shail be no stationery allowed 
to any members of Congress ” 

Afier some remarks by Messrs. GRUNDY, CLAY of Ken- 
vucky, CALHON, ALLEN, WALKER, BUCHANAN, 
TALLMADGE, and CLAY of Alabama, . 

Mr. CLAY of Alaba:na moved the following as a eubstitute: 

“Be it further enacted, That instead of the allowance of sta- 
tionery tothe members of the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives during the session of Congrees, as now allowed, there 
shall be allowed and paid to each member, the sum of twenty 
dojlais and no mere.” 

Afltersome remarks from Mr. WALKER in opposition, the 
amendment was agreedto; and alte: some further remarks 
by Mr. KNIGHT, the amendment of Mr. Wacker, as modified, 
was agreed to—ayes 29, noes 1), as follows: 

YEAS—Meeerrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchanan. Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, Huntington, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Porter, Preston, Rugeles, Smich of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiaua, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Welker, Wright, Young—29. : z 

NAYS—Messrs Beaton. Clayton, Dixon, Lion, Merrick, Nor- 
vell, Roane, Tallmadge, Wal!, Whire, Wilhams—I1. 

Mr. LINN moved to amend the bill by inserting the fol- 
lowing: 

5 3. And be it further enacted, That any member of 
the Senate or House of Representatives neglecting to answer to 
the roll of the veas and nays on any question, shall be deemed 
to be absent for that day, un'ess abser! from sickoess, or by at- 
tendance upon a committee, and his per diem for that day 
shalt be deducted.” 

This amendment, after some remarks hy Mesers. CALHOUN, 
CLAYTON, PRE®TON, ALLEN. GRUNDY, KNIGHT, 
HUBBARD, LUMPKIN, PIERCE, BUCHANAN, and CRIT- 
TENDEN, was agreed to—ayes 32, noes 17, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Bentou, Bown. Rucha- 
aan, Ciay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy. Hendereon, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Smith of Con- 
necticut, ae Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, aud 
Youne— 22. 

NAYs—Messrs. Calhoun. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert. Davis. Dixon, Huntington, King, Knight, 
Merrick. Porter, Preston, Roaue, Smith of Indiana, Tallinadge, 
and White—17. ‘ 

Mr. YOUNG moved to add the following to the end of the 
second section: 

“and provided that no member of either House shall hereaf- 
ter frank any letter, ¥, or document, but such as may, in 
ood faith, appertain to his own business or correspondence, or 
rank any blank envelope of any kind or description, for the use 
of any rt person or persons under any pretence whatever.” 
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After being diseussed by Messrs. TAPPAN, CLAY of Ala- 
bama, and CLAY of Kentucky, : 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the amendment by adding 
the following: a 

“Aod further, shall frank no package ofany description other 
than letters, and no letter of a greater weight than one ounce.” 

Which, after some remarks by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was 

jeagreed to, and the amendinent was also disagreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL then moved to amend the bill by inserting 
the following: : 

sec 4. And be it further enacted, That the franking privi- 

Jege shat! not be enje ed by any member cr delegate in Con- 

ress except during the session and for thirty days bejore its 
commencement, and thirty days after its termination.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. BUCHIANAN and NOR- 

VELL, the amendment was losi—ayes &, noes 25. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the followins as an additional sec- 

On: 

: “Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That hereafier when 

Congress is not la gession, HO member shall have ihe privilege 

of franking any printed matter except public decuments.”’ 

Afier some temarks by Messrs. ‘1 APPAN, SMITH of Con- 
necticut, and WALKER, the amendment was disagreed to— 
ayes 17, noes 20, as follows: 

“y!' AS—Messrs. Aller, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nervell, Pierce, 
Sivange. Sturgeon, Tappan, Waiker, Wright, and Young—17. 

NAYS—Mesers. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis. Dixon, Hender- 
ron, Huntington, Knight, Merrck, Porter, Preston, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and 
White—20. 

Te billas amended was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendinents concurred in, and the question coming up on its 
engrossment, 

Afte) some remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, CLAY, 
of Kentucky, CALIHWOUN, WITTE, CLAY of Alabama, 
TALLMADGE. and DAVIS 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, with all my earnest de- 

sire or the reiovrm o! abuses which have crept into Congress, 
and the gratification which I felt and expressed this forenoon to 
see that spit of reform gaining ground and respect in this Se- 
nate, yet, sir, I admit | was not prepared to expect, or look 
for, that rapid advance, which Ihave wi negsed in (ue course oi 
alew hours, I desire to see reform, to the full exient of all the 
propositions which have been submited as amendments to this 
Lill Reform is demanded, in regard to stationer, ; the franking 
privilege; punctwal attendance of members of Congress, as 
weil as the present practice of charging for Mileage. But, sir, 
while 1 vote in favor of the Varivus propositions submitted to 
correctthe abuses complained of, which have been proposed 
as amendments to the mileage bill, I must be allowed to 
expiess my apprehension, that these amendments are cal- 
cuia ed, if not intended, to defeat the » ileage bill. 

I would have preierred, sit, that the Senate sheuld have 
passed the bill sent to us by the House, without amendment or 
change, and let it become the law of the land. This would 
have beea correcting one admitted abuse at least. In voting for 
the Various proposed amendments which I have done, relating 
to stationery, franking, and attendance of members, I have 
one so irom the conviction of the correctness of these propo- 
cttunsin themselves considered. Yet, sir, 1 am not free (rom 
apyrehension, that these amendments, as well as the original 
Dtl, may be defeated by their introduction here, when sent to 
the other branch of Congress. Sir, 1 have deliberately consi- 
dered this subject inal! its parts and bearings. Iam convinced 
| at abuses do exist in the franking privilege, stationery, and 
want of faithful attendance of members of Congress. I there- 
jure vole for propositions calculated to correct and reform 
abuses, alihough they are not presented in the shape which I 
would desire, Sir, whilel desire to see whatever errors may 
attach to Coneress corrected, 1 would feel much reluctance at 
seeing any thing done, which might unjusly disparage 
the standing of the American Congress. 1 would not like to see 
Congress regulated by the old field, muster roll, militia disci- 
pline. Ido not admire the mode now proposed to ensure the 
attendance of members of Congress, or that which 13 intended to 
econom'ze in regard to the stationery. I vote for these propo- 
sitions, as the only alternatives withia my present grasp. 

_ 1 will, Mr. President, take a few minutes to suggest the out- 
line of my plan of reform, in these several matters. In regard 
to mileage, I am in favor of the House billas sent to us. Upon 
the subject of the attendance of members of Congress, J would 
only desire to make it the lawful duty of each member of Con- 
fless, ator near the close of each sessiun, to file in the Secretary 
or Clerk’s office a certified statement of the number of days 
he had actually served, and been in attendance as a member, 
&c. I would have this statement recorded in a book. In regard 
to stationery, I would allow inembers to draw stationery as they 
now do, and make it the duty of the Secretary and Clerk to 
charge and record in a book every article furnished to each 
member during each session. 

These accounts and charges should be duly examined by 
committees of the two Houses appointed for that purpose. This, 
sir, would be the extent of the correction I weuld desire at this 
time, and 1 believe all that would even be necessary. I have 
no idea that any laws, rules, or regulatious of Congress, can ex- 
act duties from members which they are indisj,osed to perform. 


_ The faithful discharge of our representative duties is a ques- 
tion to be decided by eur constituents. It belongs to them and 
not to us. Butt consider it an imperative duty which devolves 
on Congress, tosee that its journals, records, and proceedings, 
shall be given tothe people in a form which may enable them 
to judge of the actings and doings of their representatives. I 
cousider this. sir, a proud day for the country, whatever may be 
the success of the measure now under consideration. The pro- 
ceedings of this day 1n the Senate, establishes the fact, that the 
spirit of reform has found its way into this hall; and, sir, it will 
not slumber or seep until its proper work shail have been ac- 
complished. 

Mr. ¢ LAY of Alabama moved the following amendment: 

“And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Senate, and 
of the Cierk of the House of Representatives. at the end of 
each session of Congress, to publish in the public papers in 
Warhing'on city the number of calls of the yeas and nays to 
which each member neglected to answer during the session, ex- 
cept when such neglect to answer has been excused in conse- 
quence of sickness or absence on committees. 

After some remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Connecticut, AL- 
LEN. HUNTINGTON, CRITTENDEN, WALKER, and 
CLAY of Alabama, the amendmeut was loet. 
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Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to reconsider the vote for the || 


forfeiture of the per diem pay of a member, in case of ab- 
sence from any one call, during the day, of the yeas and 
hays. 

After debate by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, HUNTINGTON, 
WALKER, TALLMADGE, and ALLEN, 

The motion to reconsider was negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit. 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Huntington, King, Kaigh 
Merrick, Preston, Roane, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, ao 
White—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Ful'on, Henderson, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Walliams, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

The bili as amended was ordered to be engrossed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Huntington, King, Linn, 
Lumpk:n, Merrick, Mouton, Pierce, Porier, Preston, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Waiker, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—3). 

NAYS —Mesrrs Clayton, Henderson, Knight, Norvel!, Smith 
of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wail, and White—9. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
» Fripay, July 10, 1840. 

Afver the journal had bees read, 

Mr. CLIFFORD moveda reconsideration of the vote by which 
on yesterday the House had retused to order to a third reading, 
the joint resolution of the Senate, in relatton to the disposal of 
the presents from the Imaum of Muscat. 

Mr. C. observed that his object in moving the reconsideration 
was w enable him to submit an amendment, to which he 
thought there would be ne objection. He then moved the pre- 
vious question. 

After some debate of a conversational character, as to the 
propriety of taking the question when so few members were 
present, a call of the House was moved. 

Ona the motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 42, nays 94. 

So the call was not ordered, 

A quorum be ng now arrived, the call for the previous ques- 
tion was seconded. 

[At this stage of the proceedings, Mr. Apams inquired of the 
Cuat, whether the resolution (which had been rejected on 
yesterday) had been returned to the Senate. The Cnairre- 
plied thatit had not. Mr. Apams then made a privileged ques- 
tion upon which he introduced a resolution implying a censure 
on the Clerk for neglect of duty growing out of the tact that he 
had not returned the resolution to the Senate on yesterday. 
The proceedings on this resolution occupied two hours of the 
precious time of the House; and the mover apprehending from 
incidental votes that the resolution could not receive the sanc- 
tion of a majority of either party in the House, withdrew it. 
Inasmuch as the resolution was withdrawn, the proceedings 
are not deemed of sufficient importance tu insert formally and 
atlength. There can be noimpropriety in stating, in justice to 
the Clerk, that he had not violated either the rules or the prac- 
tice of the House, by retaining the resolution in the House with. 
in the time allowed by the rules for a member to move to re- 
cousider the vote rejecting it.] 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays on the motion 
to reconsider, and resulted as follows—yeas 108, nays 54. 

So the vote waa reconsidered. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause, and insert the amendment of which he had given 
notice on yester fay. 

The CHAIR deciled this motion to be out of order. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then offered the following amendment: to 
strike out all after the word authorized, and to dispose in such 
time and euch manner ashe shall deem fit, ofall such of the 
presents to the Government of the United Stats as have been 
sent irom the Imaum of Muscat or the Emperor of Morocco, and 
cannot be conveniently deposited or kept in the Department of 
State, and cause the proceeds thereof to be placed in the Trea- 
sury of the United States. 

Mr. NAYLOR moved a reconsideration of the vete by which 
the House had, on yesterday, rejected the amendment of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, to give the proceeds of the sales 
of these presents to the charitable institutions in tie District of 
Columbia; and on that motion demanded the previous question, 
which was eecended. j 

Mr. HUNT moved to lay the whole subject on the table; but 
the motion was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Naytor, 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and were—Yeas 70, nays 75. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

The question then being on the amendment of Mr. Ciirronp, 
it was decided by yeas and nays as follows—yeas £2, nays 76, 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. MONROE moved a reconsideration of the vote, but the 
motion was almost unanimously rejected. ; 

The question then teing on ordering the joint resolution as 
amended to a third reading, it was decided by yeas and nays, as 
follows—yeas $4, nays 60. : : 4 

The resolution having received its third reading, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was evident there had been some 
misapprehension on the part of several gentlemen who had 
voted against the motion of Mr. Nayior to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment of the committee had been rejected 
on yesterday. That amendment authorized the distribution of 
the pruceeds to the charitable institutions of the District, and 
entirely coincided with his views. With a view, therefore, of 
giving those gentlemen, who had voted under a misapprehen- 
sion, an opportunity of putting themselves right, and which 
would change the result of the vote on ‘he reconsideration, he 
moved that the resolution be recommitted to the Commitee on 
Foreign Affairs, with instructions to report again the same 
amendment which had been rejected on yesierdav. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. BANKS, who hoped his 
colleague would not persist in his motion, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to lay the whole subject on 


ved. 
Ai cin ke de scones quation was then seconded, cutting 
off, of course, the motion to recommit. 
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The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Aud the main queetion being on the passage of the joint reso- 
lution, was, then put and decided by yeas and nays as follows 
—yeas 82, nays 72: 

So the joint resolution as amended wae agreed to. 

The question being on the adoption of the title, 

Mr. PLOFFIT moved toamend it by adding the following: 

‘A joint resolution to replenish the exhansted Treasury of the 
United States by the sale of certain horses, lions, otto roses, 
Frese water, cashmere shawls, &c. being a donation made to the 
United Siates by the Imaum of Muscat andtheEmperor of Mo- 


Messrs. PROFFIT and MONROE made some remarks in fs 
vor of the amendment. 

_Mr. SMITH of Maine moved the previous question on the 
bill and amendment; which did not receive a second. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Prorrit by substituting the following as the title, wre: 

“An act wauthorize the Preaiclent of the United States to dix 
pose of certain presents from the Imaum of Muscat and the 
Emperor of Morocco,” 

r. CLIFFORD moved the previous question on its ado 5 
which received a second, and the main question being ordered, 
which was on the amendment of Mr. Currrorp, the questica 
was taken and the amerdment was adopted as the title. 

The joint resolution of the Senate in relation to the inter- 
change of bookaand documents on the plan of Mr. Vattema 
was, - motion of Mr. JONES, taken up, read a thitd time, oat 

passed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
nose of the House resolving itself into a Committee of the whole 
fouse on the state of the Union; and pending the question, 

The hour of 2} o’clock having no w arrived, the House took 


its usual recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. LINCOLN, on leave, moved that another member be ap- 
pointed ov the Committee on Accounts, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the absence (from indispositicn) of his colleague, 
[Mr. Lawrence, ]) ordered accordingly. 

Mr. STANLY asked leave to offera resolution direeting the 
Secretary of the Treasury to transmit to this House, as early ae 
possible, a copy of the correspondence between the Treasurer 
ofthe United states and the chief clerk of any other officer of 
his Department, in relation to the practical operation of the Sub- 
Treasury bill. 

Mr. STEENROD objected. 

Mr. STANLY proposed to move a suspension of the rule. 

The SPEAKER etated that, when the hour of receas expired, 
a motion to suspend was pending, submitted by the gentlemas 
frém Virginia, (Mr. Jonza,) that the Honee resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired of the Cuam whether there had 
been any morning hour to day? 

The SPEAKER said there had not. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, oa 
leave, reported a bill entitied “An act to amend an act approved 
May 13, 1800, entitled ‘An act to amend an act to establish the 
judical courts of the United States.’ ”’ 

The bill having been twice read by its title, Mr. 8. moved that 
it be read a third time. 

Mr. CRABB asked for the reading of the bill. 

The bill having been read, Mr. C. moved its commitment 
to the Committee of the Whole, expressing his desire to move 
an amendment, providing than the compensation received by 
the jurorsof the United States courts should conform to the com. 
pdneation of jurors of the State courts. 

After some convereation between Messrs. CRABR, TIL- 
LIAGHUAST, J W. JONES, BERGEANT, and BANKS, Mr. 
C. withdrew his motion to refer the bill to the Committee ofthe 
Whole; and proposed now to amend the bill by a clause 
declaring that the jurore of said courts should be paid for their 
services the same sum as is paid to jurors of the State courts, ia 
such cases as the jurors may choose. 

Some further conversation followed; when 

Mr. ©. modified his amendment by adding thereto the words 
‘‘And that in Siates where no compensation is made by law, the 
said jurorsin said State shall receive the compensatien now 

fixed by the law ofthe United States.” 

And the . wee being taken, the amendment, as modified 
was rejected, 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and, having been 
read a third time, wae paseed. 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Jonns of 
Virginia, that the House resolve itself into Commitice of the 
Whole on the state of the Union— # 

Mr. RUSSELL appealed to Mr. Jonzs to withdraw his 
motion, in order that the committees might be called for 


reports. 

Mr. JONES declining, the question was then taken on his 
motion, and the voted stood—ayes 49, nays 42; no quorum 
yotng. 

Mre RUSSELL again appealed to Mr. Jongs to withdraw 
his motion. 

The SPEAKER said that, as there waa no quorum pe. 
sent, no moturon could be entertained but a motion for a call of 
the House or to adjourn. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. EVANS appealed to gentlemen either to go into com- 
mittee or to let reports be made. 

Mr. LINCOLN withdrew his motion that there be a call of 
the House. 

And the question on the motion of Mr. Jon7s that the House 
go into Commitee of the Whole on the state of the Unien, be- 
ing again put, the vote stood—ayes 58, noes 62; still no q@orum 


oting. 
; Me STEENROD moved acall of the House. 


Mr. CRAIG asked the yeas and nays; which were re- 


ee EVANS asked if the motion that there be a call of the 
was debatable? 
FN SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. EVANS protested the ume which would be use- 
leesly consumed in acallo the House, and which might be sa- 
tisfactorily spent in the advance of the public business by call- 
ing the committees for reports. 


ersation, the motion for a call of the House 

art Ar vorpcion 10 go into committee were wn, and, by 

general consent, to the commit- 
Tir cons Comer 

, from the Committee on reported 

oes bil “ag 
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act in addition to the deveral acts relating to tbe shipment and 
discharge of seamen, and the duties of consuls.” 

Mr. ©. eaid thie was a bill which it was not necessary to com. 
mit. It was one which atuatee a to seamen, and hoped 
that it would be passed without delay. 

No objection velag made, the bill was then read the third time 

nd passed 
Me REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported back to the House without amendinent, Senate bill en- 
titled “Anacs for the relief of Peter Warner, of Indiana; which 
was rea! (he third time, and passed. 

Mr. TALIAFERKO, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported 

A bill for the relief of John Morgan; and 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrot; 
which were read twice, and commuted to the Committee 
of the Whole, and made the order o! the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. T. from the game committee, made an unfavorable re- 
ne in the cases of Abel Harruck, Benjamin Cox, Cathatine 
Subb, Loey Whitmore, Martha Conly,and Esther Honeywell; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mi. ‘t. also, from the same cemmittee, made an unfavorable 
report on the cases of Solomon Jarors, Thomas Fulton, Eliza- 
be li Nutter, Francis Chandler, Margaret Penn, Lydia Rogers, 
Marga:et M’Caw, Mary Harrieor, Bally Sanders, Rhody Polk, 
Jane Johneon, Martha t.cmon, Janetta McCiure, Mary Biggs, 
Elizabeth Christler, Margaret Smith, Lucy Catleu, and John 
Carey; which was ordered to le on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. T. fromthe aame « e, made an unfavorable re- 

ri on thecases of Patric ioin, Phineas Allen, Catharine 

nider, William Keller, Tirzah Hunt, Robert Brownfield, Mel- 
lon Potter, Catharine Hayward, Jonn Phillips, Wm. Steele, 
Pelly Wigginton, Phineas Bell, Elizabeth Pratt, Samuel Phil- 
hipe Lydia Wentworth, Jeremiah Cady, Benjamin Cox, John 
P. Becker, Areneth Chapman, Lettie Pond, Nancy G. Van 
Rensselaer, Wm. Tevis, Hannah Leighton, Christiana Haw- 
kine, Bimon Early, Mary Kilbourn, Clayton and Mitchell, re- 
yresentatives of William Kemplin, Charles Tuttier, David 
a the children of Mary Addons, Philip Sutton, Jeremiah 
Needham, Aaron Bennet, Wiliam Slick, Hannah Strong, Da- 
niel Story, children of Joseph Plumb, Penelope Plunkett, 
Denie! Ingalls, Elizabeth Pierce, widow of Stephen Pierce, 
Lore Smith, Sarah T. Field, Nathentel Bradley, liam Gilli- 
len, thas A. Allen, John Fisher, Jonathan Rogers, Peter 
Houck, and Joseph Wilkinson; which report was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr TALIAFERRO, it was ordered that the 
report of the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, on the 
petition of Reuben Roberts, be recommitted to the committee, 
with the adlitiona testitimony now presented. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Revoluttonary 
Penri ma, reported 

A bill for the relief 01 Joseph Parker; 

A bili for the reliefof Leah Mundy; and 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Chapman; which billa were 
severally read twice and conmitted to the Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


» 


sions, reported a bill forthe relies of John Hagie; which was 
read twice and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
Hovuee on to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIES, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, nade an adverse report on the pett'ions of Betty Warner 


and George Swingie; and the said cases were laid on the tabie. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, ordered, that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions be discharged frem the further consi- 


deration of the case of David McMullen; and that it do lie on 
the table. 

Mr. DAVIES a'so, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for relief of David Sherer; and 

A bill for the relief of Desire Merriam, widow of Ichibod 
Merriam. 

A bill tor the relief of David Stervins; which bills were se- 


verally read twice and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

On motion ofe@ir DAVIES, ordered, that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions be discharged from the case of Samuel 
Potter; aod that it Ueon the table; his case having been settled 
at the Pension office. 

Mr. CUITTENDEN, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, regorted a bill jor the relief of John Godfrey; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House : 

Mr. ©. also reported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill entitled, “An act to authorize the payment of inva- 
lid pensions tn certain cases;’’ which was appropriately com- 
mitted 

Mr. RANDALL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported 

A bill granting a pension to Seth Willey; and 

A bill granting a pension to William H. Wilson; 
which bille were severally read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. R also, from the same committee, made unfavorable re- 

rte in the casea of Henry Overly, Aaron Adama, Theophilus 
Sumerly, Samuel Spalding, William A. Houston, and Linza 
Thomae; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. 8. W. MORRIS, from the same committee, reported back 
to the House, Senate bill entitled, “An act for the relief of John 
McCioud, with a recommendation that it be rejected. 

Also, reported back to the House, Senate bill entitled, “An ac- 
for the relief of John 8, Biilings;’? with a recommendation that 
it be rejectet; both which bilis were committed to the Commit- 
cee of the Whole. 

Mr. 8. W. MORRIS reported, from-the same committee, a 
bill for the relief of John Flood; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. 8. W.M. from the same committee, aleo made unfavora- 

le reports in the cases of Amanda A. Dade, Pugh Cannon, 
Daniel W. Church, B. H. Mantief, Jesse Oldham, John John- 
eon, William Perry, Leonard Wardwell, Madison Collins, Sy). 
vesier Nash; which reports were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. 8. W. MORRISS, the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions was discharged from the petitions of Aaron Mel- 
lon, and Titus Everhart, and leave was given them to withdraw 
their petitions, And discharged from the cases of Achael 
Whitcomb, Timothy Cavan, and Jared Buckingham; and that 
they lie on the table, 

On mouon of Mr, PALEN, the Committee on Invalidj Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further consideration of the 
gases of John Russell, Joseph Ellery, Henry Eberly, Seth Mor- 





ton, Patrick Kennon, John C. Farrell, and they were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
reporied a bill to provide for the construction of a direct com- 
munication between the waters of Albemarle sound and the At- 
lantic ocean, on the coast of North Carolina, accompanied by a 
detailed report in writing; which bill was read twice and com- 
mitted. and ordered to be prinied. 

Mr. R. said this was a subject of some interest, and wished 
the House would indulge him in a motion to have 2,000 extra 


— J 
r. TURNEY objected, and the motion was net pressed. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Commiuee on Patents, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill entitled an 
actto make certain appropriations for the patent office; and the 
bill was committed to the same Committee of the Whole 
House to which was committed the bill for the further promo- 
tion of the arta. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Commitiee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, reported a bill authorizing the erection of an ad- 
ditional building for the accommodation of the War Depart- 
ment; which was read twice, aad committed to the Committee 
ofthe Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Expenditures on the 
Public Bui'dings, made areport in relation to the expenditures 
on the public buildings in the year 1839; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and he priated. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Committee on the me- 
morial of the heirs of James Rumsey, deceased, reported a bill 
for the relief of the said heirs; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. U. fromthe same Select Committee appointed on the 
memorial of Samuel Raub, jr. praying the passage of such an 
actas will ingure the application of his recently invented *Dou- 
ble self-acting safety vaive”’ to all steam vessels in the employ 
of the Government,” made a detailed report on the subject of 
explosion of boilers of steamboats, accompanied by three bills, 
viz: 

A billto proovide for purchasing the patent for Raub’s Self- 
acting Safety Valve; 

A bill to authorize the President of the United States to em- 
ploy persons to construct apparatus, with a viewto extinguish 
fires on board steamboats, and to test its utility; and 

A bill to amend the act entitled “An act to provide fer the bet- 
ter securicy of the lives of passengers on board vessels propelled 
in whole or in part by steam;” 
which billa were severaliy readtwice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, it was now too late to act on these 
bills at the present session. He hoped that the House would 
consent to have 5,000 extra copies of the report and bills printed, 
#0 as to let the matter go before the Country to awaken public 
atention; and that, atthe next meeting of Congress, they will 
feel better prepared to act upon the subject. 

Mr. BIDDLE objecte!, and the motion was not pressed. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds was discharged from further pursuing the 
inquiry into the propeiesy of enclosing the public grounds 

westof the Capitol, and the removal of the naval menument 
from the Capitol yard. 

Mr. BROCKWAY, from the select committee on the subject, 
repoted a joint resolution authorizing the erection of a monu- 
ment to the memory of Captain Nathan Hall, of Connnecticut; 
which resolu'ion was read twice, and,committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House onthe state ef the Union. 

Mr. RUSSELL, trom the Committee of Claims, reported back 
to the House, Senate bill entitled, “An act for the relief of John 
L, Scott,” accompanied by a report, recommending that the said 
bill be rejected; 

And reported back Senate bill entitled, “‘An act for the relief 
of John Mitchell and B. F. Pox,’ with an amendment: 
both of which bills were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

Mr. R. also reported back, with an amendment, Senate bill en- 
titled, “An act for the relief of James H. Relfe;” which was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Also, reported back Senate bill entitled, “An act for the relief 
of William P. Rathbone,” with an amendment and report in 
writing; which bill was referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole House to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of John Barnes. 

Mr. BOND, from the Select Committee to which had been re. 
ferred the memorial of Wilham Wright, in relation to the affairs 
between the United States and the Commonwealth Bank of 
Boston, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee of five appointed on 
the memorial of William Wright, have power to inquire into 
and report upon all matters relativ-g to the collection and settle- 
meat of the claims of the United States against the late Com. 
monwealth Bank; that the Committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, to appoint a clerk, to proceed to Boston for 
the purpose of prosecuting its inquiries; and that the members 
thereof be excused from attendance in the House until it shall 
have made its report. : 

Mr. BOND gaid that, at so late a period of the session, he 
did not know what better could be done with the resolution 
than that it should lie on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY accordingly made that motion, and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Ways and Means, re- 
ported a bill to revive and continue in force an act authorizing 
the payment: of certain certificates, approved May 7 
1822; which was read the firsttime, and by order the second 
time, and ordered to be commutted to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis 
charged from the consideration of the subject of guard fences on 
the Cumberland road; from the petitions of citizens of the State 
of New York for the improvement of Oak Orchard harber; 
against the furtherimprovement of Black Creek harbor; and 
the memorial of the Legislature of Iowa for the improvement 
of Des Moines Rapids, and that the same do lie on the table. 

Or motion of Mr, CONNOR, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis. 
charged from the bill making an appror riation for continuing 
the improvement of the Hudson river; and that the said bil! do 
lie on the table. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made unfavorable reports onthe ¢ases of John @: Ford, 


D. W. Haley, and others, sureties of Alfred W. McDaniel ana 
David Watkinson and company; which reports were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, reported 

A bill for the relief of George Randall, and others; and 

A bill for the relief of Presley Scott; 
which bills were severally read twice, and committed to a Com. 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Commitee of Claims, madean un- 
favorable report on the case of Shropshire and Ross; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON, trom the Committee of Claims, popereed a 
bill for the relief of James 8, Calhoun, accompanied by a re. 
port. 

Also, a billto provide for the settlement of the claim of the 
State of Georgia for the servicesof her militia in the years 1836 
and ’36; which bills were read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. F 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the Committee of Claims, made an 
unfavorable = on the case of Robert McGuire; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. G. also made adverse reports on the cases of George A. 
Winslow, John G. Bibb, John Wilson, Spartan Allen, Thomas 
J. Stone, Samuel Carter, Allen H. Powell, Rufus K. Love, Sa- 
mue! U. Varian, administrator of Davi D. Varian, W. C. Ew- 
ing and U. C. Ewing, Isaac Carmack, John Brown, Adam Hall, 
Arthur R. Owens, Turner Chamblin, Joseph M. Shephard, Ju- 
seph Croskey and others, Altord Bandy, John P. Baldwin, Sa- 
muel D. Enoch, J. and M. Hamblin, William G. Sanders, Wil- 
liam Cooley, Alexander Watson, Thomas W. Coker, the repre- 
sentatives of Bibert Andersen andCo., Vincent J. Strickland, 
William Fleming, Isaac 8. Middleton, and William McKnaught; 
which reports were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
to the House Senate bill entitled An act for the relief of John 
Richey; with a recommendation that it be rejected. The bill 
was then committed to a Committee of the Whole House te. 
morrow. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, reported 
hack to the House without amendment, Senate bill entitled “an 
act for the relief of Samuel Mackay,” and made a report re- 
commending that the bill be rejected. The bill was then com. 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House on to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, leave was granted Alexander 
Watson to withdraw the papers ees his petition. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS. from the Committe of Claims, re- 
ported a bill sor the relief of John M. Brodhead; which was ap- 
propriately commitied, 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS also made an unfavorable report 
on the case of Ephraim L. Gilbert; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the care of Alexander W. Sanders; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
back to the House without amendment, Senate bill entitled “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to procure steam 
veesels fur the revenue service; which was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. C. from the same commitcee, also reported back to the 
House without amendment, Senate bill entitled an act makin 
further provision to prevent the abuse of the flag of the Unite 
ats and the use of unautkorized papers in the foreignslave 
trade. 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled an act for the re- 
hf of the legal representatives of Aa:on Vail, deceased, Jate 
Censul at L’Orient, made a report recommending that the bill 
do notpass. The bi!l wae then ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. REYNOLDS irom tie Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported a bill supplemental to the act entitied an act to grant 
pre emption rights to settlers on the public lands, approved June 
22, 1838; which was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, Dr. Joha Gray had leave 
granted to withdraw his papers. 

One hour having elapsed, and the committees not having been 
yet called through— 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the Houee resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. —n hoped that the call of the committees would be 
comple 

And the question being taken on the motion to suspend, the 
vote stond—ayes 49, noes 52; no quorum voting. 

Mr. EVANS urgently requested Mr. Jongs not to press his 
mo'ton. 

Mr. 8°TANLY also hoped the gentleman would withdraw it. 
He (Mr 8.) was in no hurry to proceed with his speech. He 
wae very pa'ent. 

Mr. JONES said that, as there was no quorum present, he 
would move a call of the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the yeas and nays on that metion; 
which were ordered and, being taken, were—yeas 63, nays 64. 

fo the call was refused. And a quorum being now pre- 
sent— 

The question again recurred on the motion to go into com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeasand nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 78, nays 54. 

£o the motion was agreed to. 

And (at six o’clock)the House again resolved iteelf into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Evans of 
Maine in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. Jonzs of 
Virginia, to amend the bill by adding an appropriation of 
$300,000 for the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida. 

Mr. STANLY addreseed the committee in continustion of 
- ae commenced yesterday, which he concluded at about 

o'clock. 


Mr. LINCOLN wished to ascertain from the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, whether this appropriation 
was intended to apply to the additional torces it was con'em. 

lated to send into Florida, for instance the 1,600 men p 

y the bill of the Miluary Committee, or merely for the ex- 
penses of the present force. 

Mr. JONES was understood to say that be had held no cor. 
respondence with the Department on the subject, nor had he 
deemed it necessary to mens the inquiry. 

Mr. LINCOLN said ygt in that state of uncertainty he sheuld 
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‘ imself justified in voting for the amendment, as 
ase tO =. increase of the standing army. " 
. emenitieey on motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON then 


and the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, July 11, 1840. iS 

SMITH of Indiana presen'ed two several petitions, nu- 
: sly signed by citizens o! that Stato, praying fora reduc- 

‘ of the salaries of the officers of the Federal Government. 
o's said he scarcely knew what disposition to make ofthe 
ed this late period of the session, however worthy of 
‘ tion the subject of the reduction of salaries might be, 
whe could not hope for any action upon them at this session; 
would therefore lay them upon the table, to taken up 


rand appropriately referred; which was ordered ac- 


















































GRUNDY, on leave, introduced a billto provide for the 
gagceof invalid pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, 
‘er ine fourteenth article of the treaty of 1835; which was 
vad ibe arss and second time, and referred to the Committe 
p indian Afiairs. ‘ates ties 
Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public ao, 
whom was referred the petiuon of Samuel Norris, an 
erick Sangrain of Arkansas, reported a bitl tor their relief; 
hich west ,and ordered toasecond reading. | : 
CLAY of Alabama. on leave, introduced a bill making an 
rpriaiton of $55,450 for the improvement of the harbor of 


i, MERRICK, from the Committee for the District of Co- 

smoia, reported a joint resolution directing the transfer to 

site of Maryland of the stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Para) standing in the name ofthe United States, 
NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up the bill from the House 

aking appropriations for the naval service for the year 


“Wr. MERRICK said he hoped the Senator would not press 
nat motion. It would be understood that when the Senate was 
jsposed oadjovrn ever to Monday, he had urged on its con- 
jeration the necessity there existed for immediate action on 
he dill torechacter the banks of thin District. The case was 
ne of great urgency, and he hoped the Senate would indulge 
im in taking it up. 

Mr. TAVPAN said he could see no great urgency in the 
matier, at least none that would warrant the Senate in taking it 
p tothe prejudice of other bills of more importance. Be- 
des, thie was a bill from the House, and might be acted on at 
acy time within the last three days of the session. 

Mt CLAY of Kentucky said he should consider that there 
was some little urgency in a case where the entire business of 
ihe whole District was ata stand, persons driven out of employ, 

odiniustry paralyzed; and yet gentlemen “could see no ur- 

” 
i, WRIGHT said that the naval bill was one of high im- 
portance to the Country, and it was necessary that it should be 
acted On — the least possible delay, that it might be sent to the 
orner body. 
Mr. CLAY would inquire if the bill was likely to lead to much 
discussion. If there would be time enough left to dispose of 
be other bill, he would advise his friend from Maryland (Mr. 
Msenick] to acquiesce. 
Mr WRIGHT said that he thought it would take up very 
jie time; the amendments were not very complicaied. He 
would say to the Senator from Kentucky, that after the bill was 
tisposed of, he fur ene would piedge himself to sit there until the 
Disrict bill was disposed of, 

Mr. MERRICK then yielded assent; when, on motion of Mr. 
WRIGHT, the bill making appropriations for the naval service 
of 1840 was taken up. 


The following amendments reported by the committee to the 
ppropriation for adry dock at New York being under conside- 

on, “Provided that no other part of this appropriation sha!l 
be expended prior to the fourth day of March next, than may 
required to cause the proper examinations, surveys, aud 
oun ings to determine whether or not the said dry dock can be 
properly and usefully located within the bounds of the property 
now owned by the United States in connection}with the navy yard 
at Brooklyn, unless such location shall provejsatisfactory,'and the 
President of the United States shall be satisfied that the means 
ofthe Treasury will be sufficient to meet all appropriations for 
he current service for that period over and above the money to 
te drawn for the construction of the said dry dock.” 


Mr. WILLIAMS proposed to amend the amendment reported 
ty the Committee on Finance, so that $270,000, part of the 
670,000 diverted from former + ropriations, for the gradual 
improvement of the navy, shou a now be reappropriated for 
hat object, and said: The bill. as passed by the House of Re- 
presentatives, reappropriates $670,000 for the gradual improve- 
mentof the navy, tomake goud to that branch of the service 
‘e $330,000 ap, ropriated last year, and $340,000 appropriated 
by this bill for bui ding two steam vessels, which suns are di- 
recied to be taken from the amount heretofore appropriated for 
te gradual improvement of the navy. The Committee en Fi- 
tance recommend the striking out the whole of this reappro- 
Prauon, and assign their reasons for so doing to be the low 
rae of the Treasury, and the probability that this money 


may not be required for use by the Navy Department uatil 
mother year. 


The object of the amendment proposed by meis to reduce the 
um proposed by the House to be now reappropriated, and yet 
0 retain such a portion of the reappropriation asseems to me 
0 de essential to the purposes for which this was ori- 
pally ——. In 1327, Congress appropriated half a mil- 
on of dollars annually for six years, to be expended in pur- 
thasiug and preserving timber for the gradual improvement of 
‘te navy, and in 1833 continued the appropriation for six vears 
More, and enlarged che objects of expenditure go as to include 
other materials for the same object; and in 1837, it was provided 
that a portion of the money might be applied for procuring 
ordnance. In 1838, it was found that $1,500,000 of there appro- 
Prations had not been expended, and would revert to 
ine Treasury. Whereupon Congress reappropriated that 
‘mount for the purchase of timber and other materials for the 
havy, payable half in 1839 and half in 1840. By referense to 
he annual report and documents of the Secretary of the Navy 
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To which is to be added the amount receiva- 
te in 1840, : . . 760;000 
And that contracts are now mace, upon which there 
will be to be paid, when the contracts shall have 
been performed, about : . . - 1,200,000 


Leaving about : - 2420,000 
at the disposal of the Navy Denartment, except that of the 
330,000 directed by the act of 18390 be appiied to the building 
of steamers, only about §30.00u had then been drawn from the 
Treasury; andafier the balance, say $300,000, shall be taken 
for that object, there will then remain about 120,000 beyond 
satisfying subsisting contracts, and the eppropriation for 
steam vessels last year. The bill now under considera- 
tion directs a further sum of 340,000, to be diverted 
from the fund provided for procuring and preserving 
materials for the gradual! improvement of the navy, to com- 
plete the steam vessels. This can only be done by using at 
this time money on hand belonging to the fund for the gradual 
improvement ofthe navy, which is plédged to the paymentof 
subsisting contracts; but inasmuch as those payments are not to 
be made until the materials contracted for shall be delivered 
such a diversion might be made without injury to the service, 
provided the $670,000 so diverted, or part of it, could now be re- 
appropriated, payable at a future day, as provided in the bill. 
Without some reappropriation, it will be seen that there is not 
a dollar at the disposal of the Navy Department beyond what 
will ultimately be required to satisfy subsisting contracts, and 
the appropriations of the last and present year for the steam 
vessels. ie is understood that no provision has, as yet, been made 
for obtaining the necessary armament of any vessels to be con- 
structed of the materials on haad, and that more time would be 
required to procure the proper armament, than would be neces- 
sary to build the vessels. There are but few places in the 
United States at which ordnance proper for ships of war can be 
procured, and it is desirable and important that the Department 
should have the power now to make arrangements for such ord- 
nance, in order that it may be obtained at reasonable prices and 
in proper time. Withoutappropriation, the Depaitment has no 
power to make any such arrangements, and who cau tell how 
much the nation may suffer from our neglecting now to concur 
with the House in reappropriating at least a part of the sum 
which this and a former bill diverted from the fund so wisely set 
apart by our predecessors for the gradual improvement of the 
navy. The condition of the Treasury is the principal reason as- 
signed by the Committe on Finance for amending the House 
bill, and while I wou!d regret to make appropriations beyond 
the means of the- Treasury to meet, am willing to modify the 
House bill so as to reduce the appropriation to the lowest possi: 
bie point consistent with retaining any power in the Navy De- 
partment to provide for the armament of vessels when built, I 
cannot agree to sirike out the whole reappropriation; but am 
ready to reduce it as far as may be consistent with what I regard 
the necessities ofthe service. It must be seen by every Senator 
that at the last and present sessions of Congress we take 
$670,000 from the fund appropriated for the gradnal improve- 
ment ofthe navy, and apply it to building ool eompleting two 
steam vessels, and this, in addition to the materials which had 
been {provided for other vessels, and now used in these. At 
this I do not complain; but it seems to me that justice, as well 
as public duty, should constrain us to provide for the reim- 
bursement, at some future day, of a partat least of this sum to 
enable the department to carry out the intention of those who 
provided a fund for the purchase of materials for the gradual 
improvement of the navy. All agree that the navy is the 
right arm of our defence, and how can it be justified that we 
shal! divert money heretofore appropriated for procuring ma- 
terialsgfor the improvement of the navy and apply it to the 
building of steam vessels, without providing, at the same time, 
for the reappropriation of so much of it as will ensble the depart- 
ment to procure ordnance and armament for the ships to be 
consiructed from materials already on hand? 

After some remarks from Mr. Wricut, the question was 
taken on Mr. WILLIAMs’s motion, and it was lost. 

The question thea recurring on the amendment of the commit- 
tee, some discussion ensued, in the course of which, 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested that a similar appropriation to 
that made for adry dock at New York, should be made for one 
at Pensacola. Mr. C. spoke of the long maritime frontier re- 
quiring stations in case of war, not only for our ships to repair 
to for security, but fordefence also. He believed 1t all-impor- 
tant for the protection of Southern interests, and expressed the 
hope that while they were drying up the sources of so many 
surplus expendituses, the most liberal support should be ex. 
tended to the navy. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WILLIAMS, TAPPAN, 
and WRIGHT, 

Mr. CUTHBERT said that he did not rise to enter into any ar- 
gumentto show the expediency of constructing dry docks either 
at New York or Pensacola, but to express his strong convictions 
that those who had the interests of this country at heart, and 
particularly the interests of the Southern pertion of it, should 
adopt reer means of keeping an important portion ofthe navy 
inthe South. It was there, in the event ofa war, a naval! force 
would be more peculiarly necessary, and in that portion of the 
country was our commerce most vulnerable. It was, therefore, 
to be expected that the Southern States would receive from the 
jusuce of the other States snch incidental preection as would be 
afforded by the employment of a sufficient part of our navai 
force on their coasts. ‘ithout intending to array any sectional 
interesis on this question, he made these observations under the 
belief that their justice would strike the mind of every Se- 
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ator. 

Mr. WILLIAMS urged the importance of speedy action on the 
subject, and showed the creat want of a dry dock at New York. 
There were two ships of the line, he said, now lying there which 
which were not in a state to be removed to Charlestown or Ports- 
mouth, and which could not be repaired till a dry dock wae con- 
structed. 

Mr. CALHOUN again spoke of the importance of Pensacola 
asa naval station, for the protection of the commerce of the 
Gulfof Mexico, and called the atenuon of Western and South- 
western gentlemen to the subject, whose constituents were 
more immediately interested in it. 

Mr. HENDERSON referred to the magnitude of the inte- 
rests of the South and West that were involved im the protec- 
tion of theGu!t. He did net believe, however, that a naval sta- 
tien at Pensacola would be a sufficient protection to New Or- 
leans or Mobile, and he was not sure that there were not other 
sites on the Gulf more suitable than Pensacota. He was, how- 











ever, ia favor of the appropriation, as the dry dock would not 
be constructed, if upon a survey the site should be found to be 
unfavorable. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he could not vote for the appropriation 
for Pensacola, unt! i was ascertained that the title of the United 
States to the public grounds thore was a one. Hehad been 
informed thatan ind:vidua!l there laid claim to these grounds, 
and he wished this matter seuied before the approp was 
made. Hehad no idea of having another Pea Patch affair on 
their hands, and would, therefore, vote against the appropria- 


tion. 
Mr. CUTHBERT observed that the very objection urged b 
the Senator from Tennessee, showed the importance of oak 
suing this matter, It appeared that there were preliminary 
steps to be taken before the work conld commence, end yet 
these preliminary stepe had not been taken. Ample surve 

he said, ought to have been made before now, andif the title o 
the United States to the grounds they held there was doubtful, 
it should ere this have been inquired into. He 
charges against no one, and reproached no on 
but he must mg that thie important matter h 
been overlooked. He understood that surveys had been 
made, and were before the Executive; but these surveys 
ought not to be eonfined to the harbors of Pensacola; other 
sites should be examined, and the moat suitable one selected 
and improved, until it was fit to receive such ships of the line 
as this great nation ought to possess, Conversing with a gen- 
tleman who was well informed on the ones, he learned that 
there were situatious on the gulf where ships of the line of the 
largest class might ride in safety. 

r. WALKER thought that this subject had been too |} 
neglected. Eighteeen menths ago ai appropriation was made 
by the Legislature of Mississippi for surveying the coast of the 
State at their own expense: and a rej ort was made by the 
agents appointed for that purpose, stating thata particular site 
in the Gulf, and within the State of Micsissippi, was the most 
suitable one on the coast for a naval station, both for depth of 
water, safe harborage, and other advantaxes. This report was 
communicated to Congress at this seauo... It was accompanied 
by a chart showing the depth of the channel, and yet the 
were now told thatthere were no surveys. We are now told, 
said Mc. W. that weare to wait till the surveying equadron em- 
a in the coast survey shall reach thie part of the Gulf. 

e had inquired of these officers at what period of time they 
expected to reach the coast of Mississippi; and he learned that, 
with the progress they are now making, it will be a quarter ofa 
century before they reach any of the Southern waters. He re- 

retted that he was constrained to speak in this manner; but he 
thought that the coast of the Gulf had been grossly aad impro- 
perly neglected—that the surveys ought to have been made un- 
der the act of 1836, and that they ought not to be obliged to wait 
the progress of the surveying squadron. Ile was prepared to 
vote for a dry dock at Pensacola, though he believed that it was 
not the deepest harbor, and that there was a portin the > 
borbood of it which hed a much greater depth of water. He 
was in favor also of adry dock at New York, as he was of in- 
creasing the navy. 

Mr. WILLIAMS did not believe that the Navy Department 
had neglected the dutice assigne1 them, and that the want of 
surveys on the Gulf coast was to be aitriouted to them. 

Mr. CALHOUN said tiat, in order to try the sense of the 
Senate, he would offer an amendment appropriating the same 
amount for a dry dock at Pensac’'a a8 was appropriated for 
New York. 

The CHAIR said the amenment was not now in order, the 
question being on the amendincnt proposed by the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested to the Senator from South 
Carolina to offer hia amendment 2s an amendment to the amend- 
ments of the committee. This course he understood would 
be inorder. He thought the course of the discussion had suffi- 
ciently satisfied every gentleman of the ne of having 
a naval station of the first class with dry docks for the repair of 
the largest veaseis. on the Gulf of Mexico, and that that sea was 
so separatedas to demand a seperate naval force for the de- 
fence of the valuable commerce borne through it. He should 
have no objection if any other harbor than Pensacela should be 
selected, on proving to be more suitable, though he did not be- 
lieve that any other place possessed so many advantages. He 
would suggest to the Senator from South Carolina to offer his 
amendment as an amendment to the amendment of the com- 


ittee. 

Mr. CALHOUN here then moved to amend the amerdment, 
by addingan appropriation of $95,000 for a cry dock at Pensa- 
cola, on the seme terms ae for that at New York, 

Mr. TAPPAN made a few remarks in opposition to the 
amendment. He hadno doubt butthere were forty places on 
our coast very we!! suited fordry docks, and whete they would 
be very usefulif we hada navy as Jargeas that of Great Bri- 
tain. But with our present navy, he thought that the two we now 
had, one at Norfolk, andthe other at Charlestown, were suffi- 
cient. If there were ships of the line at New York that wanted 
repair, and could not be taken to Charlestown, it had been the 
result, in his opinion, of had management. He believed that a 
dry dock at New York, was noi necessary, and he should, at a 
proper time, move to strike out the appropriation. 

r. CALHOUN repeated his argumente, showing the impor- 
tance ofa dry dock at Pensacola, and the great advantages of 
that place fora naval station. He should not be content with 
asimply dry dock there. There was alerge maritime frontier 
from the Chesapeake to Cape Florida, and ano:her dry dock 
would be required for shis immense coast. The position which 
a navy would occupy there, in the event of a war with the 
greatest maritime power of Europe, would be invaluable. It 
was the most exposed and vulnerable point in the Union, and 
the commerce was the most valuable. He hoped, while they 
were drying up the sluicesof expenditure, which had been 
pouring out hundreds of thousanis for — they would 
turn their attention to his most important part o peaeat de- 
fence. 

Mr. SMITTI of Indiana said he rose to ask the yeae and nays 
on the question. He said he had now heard from the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. CaLnoun]the very doctrine he (Mr. 
8.) had long since been ey — uitimately, Weegee 
resied, appropriate eve o Tevenues on 
board, in total and satire exclusion of the whole West. The 
Senator has said thai, as the Government has now dried up te 
enormous ex; enditures which have been heretofore it 
was the proper time to make a survey of the port of 
Sued the object of making that a naval 
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and the harbors on the lakes, to seek another pomwton the salt 
waters to use the inoney ‘hat should be appropriated in com- 
pleting the works already begun It was a doctrine that he 
(Mr. 5.) provested against. The West paid into the National 
Treasury its fuilshare of the revenue, and he would never 
consent to a doctrine that would deprive her of her equal pcr- 
tion. This salt water doctiine was the rock or which all the 
future hopes of the West would be ultimately wrecked. He 
did not deny but that the West might contingently and remote- 
ly be benefited by x navy yard at Pensacola, but he was unwil- 
ling to abandon those works aud harbors in which his S:ate 
was directly interested upon the prospect of sucha remote or 
possible contingency; andil he voted to expend the whole of 
the money that cay be spared from time to time on the sea- 
board, be cou!d not hope fora dollar to aid either the ¢ umber 
land road or the protection of Western commerce on the lakes. 
He desired (o see how Benators would vote who had denied to 
the West a participution in the benefits of the public Tr: asury, 
and suffered her works {o go to destruction for the want of small 
approp:iationa, 

Mr. CUTHBERT would suppoee that the peculiar ‘edject of 
the goutlemar from Indiana asa Western man would be to give 
ample protection to the Gulf of Mexico, which was the great 
outlet for the products of the West. He said thie in perfect 
e temper, and it appeared to him that all who lived in the 

estern country were interested in our having points on the 
Gulf where a navy could lie in safety. The gentleman, as a 
Western man, was peculiarly interested in this measure, and he 
could not but indulge the hope that upon reconsideration he 
would give it his support. 

Mr. CALHOUN was giad that the Senator from Indiana had 
treated this matter in relerence to Wescern interesta, tor it was 
sueceplible of demonstration that it was peculiarly a Western 
measure, and that the Western people © ere more deeply inte- 
rested in it than any other. ‘The Senator had called for the yeas 
and nays in hostility to the amendment, because an appropria- 
tion was not made for the Cumburland road. Why, the Cam. 
berland road was not worth the hundredth part of this measure 
to the Western people. Besides, in the euppplies of the anys 
the West was to be greatly looked to for supplies of beek, pork, 
corn, and iron. He wae glad the Senator had called tor the 
yeas and nays, as he was hostile to the mevsure, that his nau e 
on the yeas end nays nicht go to the Weat, and show the people 
how he supported their interes # 

Mr. BENTON was glad that the Senater from South Caro- 
lima had moved thisam ndment, The interest involved in it 
wag one of the largest to the West. The immense valley of the 
Miesiesippihad (utone outlet, le most valuable products were 
disembogued in the Gulfof Mexico, and when they got there, they 
wanted adequate protection. He locked upon the whole Gulf as 
noiming bulanestuary of the Misia.ippi. That we must havea 
naval’station there, and that Pensacola was the point, could net 
be doub'ed 

That we must also have a strong naval post either at Key 
Wentor the Diy Tortugas, was equally clear. The time would 
come when our people would speak of the Gulf of Mexico as 
the Romans did of the Mediterranean. “Mare nestram’’—“our 
sea” —they would say; and upon it our must valuable property 
ia to be assasied. MMe thanked the Senator from South Carvliua 
fer his motion, and hoped it would prevail. 

Mr. HENDERSON spoke of what he conceived the almost 
crimimal ignorance of the Government in relation to the defence 
of the Southern maritime fioutier. Tt knew nothive of any sur- 
verys# in reiation to the defence of a coast that passes off two- 
thirds of all the exports of the country. 

(Mr. H. here read an extract of a lower which he had received 
fiom the Department. ] 

Here thousands, nay, millions, of the property of the South 
and West disembogues itself at points where there was not the 
slightest move yet made for its protection. He felt glad that the 
Senator from South Carolina had called the attention of the 
Southern and Western Senators to the subject, and he hoped to 
see others moving in a point of eo much magoitude. Mr. H 
said, a large portion of our naval officers and the navy commis- 
sioners Were all Northern men, with Northern feelings and as- 
sociations, (Mr. CLay, in an under tone: “Surely we have a 
Northern man with Southern feelings,’’) and consequently not 
likely two louk to South -rn interests. Mr H. said he was not 
prepared, however, to say that Pensacola was the best spot for 
a naval depot, or that the ports of Mobiie and New Orleas 
would be properly protected. He thought, however, it might 

oO far towarde it. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana eaid the Senatcr from South Carolina 
{[Mr. Catwoun]} seemed to think that he (Mr 8.) had mistaken 
his posiuen. And the Senator had attempted to show that 
Western interests would be benefited by the appropriation, and 
from thie the senater had argued that he (Mr. 8.) was op- 
posing the interest of his State. This conclusion of the Seua- 
tor (said Mr. 8.) is not warranted by the premises he has as. 
sumed. Mr.8. had admitied that the West might be conun- 
gently benefited by the proposed woiks, but he placed the 
question on oiher grounds. He was oppored to the doctrine 
by which this measurte was to be carried. The Senaior from 
South Carolina (Mr. CaLuoun] had spoken of having dried up 
the appropriations by whi b the West had heretofore received 
@ portion of the money that section had paid into the Navional 
Treasury. 

[Mr. Catuoun here said he s; 
tions. } 

Mr. SMITH said he presumed the Senator from South Caro- 
lina would admit that whether an appropriaiion was wastelul 
or not, Was a matter of opinion, Wheat the Senator trom 
South’Carolina might think wasteful, he (Mr. 8.) might posss- 
bly think otherwise. He couid assure the Senator that it 
would be difficult to make the people of his Stace believe that 
an appropriation to complete the Cumberland read would be a 
wasteful appropriatien. Nor could the Senator easily s.tisfy 
that portion of the citizens of the West connected with the com- 
merce of the lakes tha. the improvenrent of thei: harbors would 
be a wastetul appropriation, however the voles of Senators 
might be upon those subjects of Western interest. 

it was intimated (said Mr. 8.) that he should go for thie ap- 
appropriation because the citizens of his State might be inie- 
rested in the work. He had taken hia etand on thie eubject. 
He wished to be set dow) as opposed to this whole salt-water 
doctrine; not that he denied the constitutional powers of the 
Government to construct works in aid of the commerce on the 
seaboard; far from it; but he had for years seen the tendency of 
thre administration of the Government to draw the whole appro- 
priations to the salt water. The doctrine was, that the consti- 
tutional gpowers of the Government co upon the 


oke of wasteful appropria- 
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ocean, and terminated at the ex'reme of the flow of its waters 
upon the land. Some were wiliing to extend it to the Jakes 
when there was money in the Treasury to spare, which had not 
been the case of late, at least for that purpose. He did not 
deny that the people of his Riate might be remotely and con- 
tingently benefited by this appropriation; but he would give no 
sar.ction by his vote to a docttine that would draw from them 
every doll roftheir specie through the public land offices, and 
through the imposts, and exclusively appropriate it on the sea- 
board, for the immediate benefit of those who deny the power of 
(he Government w appropriate a dollar to objects of immediate 
interest to the West. Nota dollar could be bad forthe Cumber 
land road or the harbors on the lakes; and they are to be leit to 
£0 to destruction, while the money which should have been > 
propriated tothem is to be thrown upon the seaboard. He 
called the people of the Weet to this view of the case, 

Mr. HUBBARD epoke at some length againet the adoption of 
euch a proposition ateuch atime, and that, too, when some of 
the very friends of the measure were Coubtful whether Pensa- 
cola was the proper place or put. He hoped the motion would 
not prevail. 

The question was then taken on Mr. CaLnoun’s amendment, 
and it was agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Caiboun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Hender- 
son, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Preston, Roane, 
Rmith of Connecticut, Siwange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, 
Wall, and Whire— 25 

NAYS —Mesesrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Grundy, Hubbard. Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith of 
Indiana, Tappan, Williams, Wright, and Young—14 

Mr. TAPPAN then moved to strike out that part of the 
bill making appropriation for dry docke at New York and 
Pensacola. 

Mr. BUCTTANAN supported the motion. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama and Mr. WRIGHT opposed it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would eay a few wore in reply tothe Se- 
nators from Alabama and New York, [Messre. Cray aud 
Wauicut.) Lhe Senator from Alabama contended that this was 
the mere appropriation of a sum necessary to make surveys at 
New York and Pensacola, fur the purpose of ascertaining the 
uulity and practicability of constructing dry docks at those 
places. Was that the faci? ny not, according t > the 
language ofthe bill. There were $95,000 appropriated at each 
place absolutely, anda portion of it was to be expended de'cre 
the first of March next in making surveys. The apprey ration 
was absolute; and the Congress of the United States wou 'cne- 
ver hear of this subjees agayy till the aiies were fixed aut a por- 
tion of the money expensed. Now wonld it not be mght, be- 
fore making this important aprro ration, that they should 
make the surveys? Siali we now #1 Mr B ina blinde o.fi- 
dence in the Navy Department, ora y other Depariment o ithe 
Government, deciare that we shoul. be bound by thecr decisi n; 
and thatas soon as (hey are eaiiehe 1 >. he pracucainlity of es 
tablishing dry docks at New York ait Pensacola, that they 
should go on and construct them without furl er direction from 
Congress? That was the question, and the only juestion. 
Where was the necessity for thiv haste?) Nodoubtta dry 
docs was necessary at New York, awd also at Per sacola; but 
let such necessity be demonstrated, and at the next session of 
Congress, with all the information betore them, it would be 
lume enough to appropriate the amount sufficient to censtruct 
them. What was the s‘ate of the Treasury now? Why. tiey 
had to borrow money to defray the ordinary expenditures of 
the Government, but, in the course of the next cession of Con- 
gress, things might grow better or worse. By that time the 
surveys would have been made and laid before them, and 
Congress could then be guided wisely !y the state of the Trea- 
sury. But here was an appropriation to be expended before 
the end of the next session of Congress, except the sum neces- 
sary for preliminary surveys. Wasthat wise legislation? He 
considered New York and Pensacola in the same situation, 
Nothing could be done before the next session of Congress but 
fixing the sites. Beyond that he was not willingtogo. The 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mi. Hussarp) was willing to 
make an ample appropriation for that purpose, and for that he 
should vote; but he could not conceive any case in which he 
would be willing to place in the hands of the Executive the 
sower of determining whether such woiks should be con- 
structed, and #9 large an amount of money to be appropriated 
without the further action of Congress. He objected to the 

wrinciple involved, and if there was but one Senator to join him, 
bo would opr ose it. 

The question was then takenon Mr. Tappan’s motion, and 
decided in the affirmative—-veas 21, nays 19, as followe: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dixon, Grundy, Hubbard, Huntington, Knight, 
M: rrick, Norvell, rhel,s, Porter, Roane, Smith of Indiana, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Preston, Rugeles, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Talimadge, 
Walker, White, and Wricht—19. 

The amendments from the committee (except as above) were 
a}) agreed to. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved an appropriation ($30,000) for a 
survey of the coast between Mobile and the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi. 

This amendment, advocated by Mr. HENDERSON and 
opposed by Mr. WRIGHT, was agreed to, by yeas 21, 
nays 10. 

i: was afterwards modified in Senate, so as to make it a sur- 
vey of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the above €30,000 was required 
to be taken from the general appropriation ior a survey of 
the coast of the United Siates. , 

The bill at half past 3 o’clock was ordered, as amended, to be 
er grossed 

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS OF CONGRES2. 

The bili for establishing a uniform rule of computing the 
mileage of members of Congress having Leen read a thnid 
ume— 

Mr. GRUNDY, aftera few remarks on the forfeiture by the 
bill of the daily pay ofa member of Congress, in case of his ab- 
sence at any one call ofthe yeas and nays, moved to recommit 
the bill to the Judiciary Committee,(as the select committee was 
defunct,) with instructions to report a substitute, proviaing for 
the appointment, at anearly day of each session, of a joint 
committee to determive and report the mileage of every mem- 
ber, according to ihe laws now in force. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped the motion would not suc- 
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ceed. Two great objects would be attained by this bill, on 
regulation of the mileage, and the other a 
greatabuses (in hearingof which Mr. C. would nx 
much he was shocked,) in regard to the stati 
of Congress. 

not be undone, 

Tre motion was further opposed by Mesers, : 
BARD, nd CLAY of Ramecky, pt wean 
TALLMADGE and GRUNDY; when the que 
yeas and nays, and decided in the negative, 
nays 23. 

Mr. TALLMADGE then moved to postpone the bili 
first Menday in December next, and on that motion he d 
the yeas and nays. 

The motion was lost— yeas 8, nays 24. 

Mr. WHITE delivered his views at some len 
bill, calling it impracticable, and said he had tw 
for his Constituents to vole for it. 

The question was taken on its passage, and carricd— 
nays 8. as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchanan. 
Clay, of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Critte: dep, 4 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Huntington, King. Linn 
Merrick, Nich las, Preston, Roane, Tappan, Waiker 
Wrigzhi, and Young—25. P 

NAY®—Messra. Benton, Clayton, Dixon, He 
vell, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge. and White—& 

DISTRICT BANKS, 

Mr. MERRICK moved to iake up the bill to continue the cor 
porate exisience of the banks of the Districtof Columbia, when 
some objections were made as to the lateness of the hour aud 
indications made for anajeurnment. eas 

Mr. WALKER said he could not agree to adjourn, though he 
might as weil state at once his objections to rechartering any 
bank in a state of suspension. 

Mr. MERRICK still preseed the necessity there cx'sted (oy 
taking up thisbill. He thought the Senate was 61 fliciently jp. 
formed «n the subject, and Le did not think It would occupy 
much ef their time. The sooner it was begun the cooper}: 
would be ended. Atall events, it could be taken up aud pio. 
gressed with as faras the patience of the Senate would admy. 
after so long and exhausting a sittins; and be hoped a majoriy 
of the Senate would sustiin his motion. 

Mr. ALLEN said, if the Senator from Maryland suppose 
that such a bill wasto make its way through the bedy ai such 
atime, he was mistaken. It could net be dove. He had 
amendments to offer and sume remaiks to meke whick woul 
take up some time. 

Mr. BROWN moved an adjournment; but the motion was 
lost by a vote of 17 to 12. 

And the bill was then taken up and read, when 

Mr. ALLEN ofiered several amendments, which were read, 
changing the entire character of the bill as reported from the 
committee. The amendments were all ordered to be p inted. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented one, which was also oi dered to he 
printed, to the effect that the banka should not pay out the notes 
of any other bank when said banks are in a state of suspen. 
sion. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
SATURDAY, July 11, 1840, 

Mr. RAYNER asked leave to submit a motion for the print 
ing of 1,000 extra copies of a certain report made by him yes 
terday from the Committee on Roads ani Canals. 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. CURT:S asked that the bill, heretofore reported by Mr. 
IT1LLEN irom the Commuttee on Commerce, repealing the New 
York pilot law, be committed to the Commitiee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CRARY objected. 

The SPEAKER then called the committees for reports, com. 
mencing (where the call was suspended ycsterday, with the 
Committee ou the Pubtic Lands, 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee on the Pubic 
Lands was discharged from the furiher consideration of the 
memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, in relation to pre- 
en)ption rights to lands; aud 1 waa ordered to lie on the tabie. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House without amendment Senate biii ent- 
tled an wet for the relief of Daniel B. Bush: and 

An act authorizing the inhabitants of Fractional township 
ten south of range one easi, in the State of Arkansar,tu enier 
one half section of land for school puipores; which were seve- 
rajly committed to a committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Public Landa, re- 
ported back to the Houre, without amendment, Senate bill cn- 
titled an act to grant other lands to the inhabitants of townships 
deprived of the sixth section by Indian reservations; which 
wasordered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. M. from the same committee, reported a bill to continve 
in force the first section of the act entitled “‘An act to extend the 
time for locating Virginia military land warrants, and returning 
ae thereon to the Genera] Land Office,” approved July 7, 
1838. 

Mr. M. asked that the bil] would be read the third time, and 
put upon ite passage. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. Tt contained a donation of lard, 
and shou!d be committed. He made a motion that it be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. MASON made some remarks, showing that it cid not 
contain an eppropriation. It was not originating new legislation, 
but simply extending an existing act. 

The question was taken on ihe motion to refer to the Commit 
tee of the Whole, and disagreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MARON, 

The Committee of the Whole House was discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill tor the relief of bounty lend 
warrants granted for military services in the army of the Unired 
Siates, in the late war berween United States a: d Great Britain, 

Messrs. CASEY and UNDERWGOD made so e remarks 
showing the necessity and propriety of passing the bill, and it 
was read the third — order, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

The Committee of the Whole was discharged from the consi- 
deration of the bill to extend the time of iseuing military land 
warrants to officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary army. 
The bill having been ordered to be engrossed, and 
the questien being “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. BOND opposed its passage. 
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GARLAND obtained the floor and moved the previous 
-* quich received @ second. 
fay b , 


how * SiLLIAMS moved that the bill be recommitted. 
i | ise cvatunded that lo adopt such @ mouon was to 


ysucould nut be reached during the preaent ses- 


y Wouly 


be pul, 


Nbg BB evNOLDS insisted on the justice of Congress perform- 
re, ee w its soldiers; and he hoped that the motion 
taken } P ons Would noi be agreed to, but that the bill would be 


* Yeas 








OND spoke in favor ofa recommitment, with a view 
 mwavion ofthe merits of the bill,and when members 
ies heard upon It. , o 

it WHILE oi Kentucky replied to some of the objections 
E fox, aud was 10 favor of the passage of the bill. 


Uniti! the 
-Mandeg 


inet the Me 1G was opposed to recommiunent. ‘There wasno 
I Teshiegy gy tort, Let gentlemen come direcily up to the ques- 
et vole for or against the bill, as they might deem it 


Yeas oranerW 8€ 


wwe question, (the morning hour having expired,) 


aihoun, RIGS caited forthe orders of the day. 
uthber, fae DVS" MY APPROPRIALION BILL. 
iM kin, potion of Mr JONES of Virginia, the rules were sus- 
lilanis MPs god the House again resolved itself into Committee of 
Wool on the state ofthe Union, (Mr. Evans of Maine in 
» Nor MP oir.) on ihe bill making appropriations tor ihe support of 
amy for the year L340. : 
pending quesiion was on the motion of Mr. Jones to 
he cor Jihe bin by aduing thereto an appropriation of $300,000 
+» When BAP... suppression of Indian hosiilides tn Florida. 
Ur, aud Hy Ww. THOMPSON said, at the very commencement 
vis sessiun, ho had made a diteci issue with the 
Ughhe Mino who said, in his message to us, that the 
hE aby TE ces of the Government for the next year would 
nn alithe demands of the Treasury. He (Mr. T.) hed 
CO for Ba aid that they would not, and that, if the President was ig- 
PUY in. MR: of thia, he was the only intelligent man in the United 
bCcupy wh did aot know better. He had then said that the re- 
ne It were greatly exaggcrated, and the expenditures as 
‘ ee jy diminished. “Will any one now stand up lere and say 
adinyt the revenues will amount to the Secretary’s estimate, or 
“ONY BAR the expenditures called for by the Administration will not 
aaa j their estimates? Did the Execntive know better? He 
ee ato have know better: he had all the means of information 
: _ jor bim; and 1 will prove it, that calls are now made through 
woul committees for appropriations which it was then known 
7 e necessary. 
oe a remarks made upon the reading of the annual message, 
” ked, “ why is there no estimate tur the prosecution of the 
fila war? Is that war to be abandoned, and the country 
 repg gprrendered to the Tudians. ff not, why have we no estmates 
TBC, Bh nat wart? Weare wid by the chairman ofthe Commitee 


ws the Ways an | Means, that the Secretary of War then confidently 


dtohe wvipated that the war would be ended by the middle of the 


e notes Memne® Now, sit, | say, on my own responsibility, that the 
os retary ai:ticipated no such thing, and I will prove it. In the 
‘Pp Bh ‘of the Secretary in which this estimate shagild 
va been, and where we are told it would have been, 

«for this expectation of the Secretary, he enumera‘es the 

ais by Which he hopes to termmate this war. First, the 

; med uccupatioa bill. Willany ove have the boldness to say 
print: Ha heexpected any practical results from this measure (neither 
ik yes ben or now passed into a law) by the middle of summer? 
be second, the raising of an additional regiment for that 

ricuiat service. Such a force could not have been raised 

y Mr. drilled as the Secreiary proposes, by the ume stated. But 
» New iere is another fact, which places the matter beyond dispute. 
Whole HR oneof the vory first meetings of the Military Committee, the 
breiary serit a proposition to raise this regiment, that it might 

recru'ed and drilied in the summer, and take the field eariy 

Com: BB the fall. Now, sir, I ask, 1 this war was s9 confidently ex- 
hh the iPered coend by the middie of the summer, why was the 1aising 
thisregiment proposed? ifthe war was to end. there was 

Public Meartuiy pretext for tis increase of ihe army. 11 the war was 
M the # closed, there was no excuse fur not including it in the eets- 
0 pre. es. No, sir, it was then as well known as ic is now, that such 


hie. appropriauion would be necessary; but as these annual 


ds, re- Mcunents are read with the uimost avidily, this false 
i enti- fraudulent showiag is made for popular efiect, ihat the 
pple may read the statement that the revenues will meet the 

nehip Huis of the Government; and now, at the close of the session, 
enier Bey come —— 1, and asking appropriations which they 

seve: BBwsys knew would be wanting, and now have not the candor 
rrow, Buk hall as much as will be required, if that war is to be 
Is, re- Mosecuted at all, Four the last two years it has not been a war; 
i) en Bs enough force to goad and irritate the Indians, but to do no 
ships MBrhly good. Mr. ‘f. would not be understood as passing any 
Which Movure upon the brave and distinguished men, many of them 
Vhole io bad served in those most arduous campaigns, and passet 
F ugh eulogium upon them. The difficulties which they had 

itinve MM encounter at first, irom the nature of an unknown and 
id the MPmparatively unexplored country, were insurmountable; 
ring Ms of tsese difficulties had now been removed. 
ily 7, fault was wih the Administration, which for 
t three years, has aliowed that war to lan- 

and @ush wihout providing any adequate means of prosecut- 
git. We have bitteriy realized the truth of the remark, that 

land, Hi greatest o! calamities isa liule war. It should be terimt- 
rred Mipeed at ail hazards and cos. It is due to the South—to the 


mor of the country—to the people of Piorida—to the cause of 

} net MPuoanity. Let us uo longer falter with this the mostimpor- 
tion, ni matter now before us. My objection tothe proposition is, 
sno half enough is asked. Why did the Secretary hereto- 

mil: Bir ask six handred thousand doilars, and now only three hun- 
red thousand doliars?) Did he then ask twice as much as was 

cesary, or does he now only ask for half as much aa is neces. 


ty) Oe or the other—he may choose between them. But 















vthe Mussa that itis because there is three hundred thousand dol- 
land sunexpended of former appropriatious. This was the case 
ied Bi the period of the application for the largersum. Did not the 
7 ecretary know i? He ought to have known it. But this ap. 
arkS 


»oriavioa is as Weli Lo prosecute the War as LO pay arrearages. 
uy ofe there any acrearages, when there is asurplus on hand? 
is another instance of biundering igaorance, of inteational de- 
eption? When we consider that the seat of war is a territory 


ud it 


nsj- MPnost as large as Virginia, with a population not larger than a 
jand @Bozle county of Maryland, with swamps, hammocks, and 
ae. ergiades of interminable extent, abounding with gaine and 


hand, and ely inexhaustible, with an immense and 
nguarded seacoast through which they are suppl sd with am 


h of all sorts, su plying them with a commissariat, always. 
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munion, and every thing else they may necd—the very best 
country On the fice oj the earth for the successiul pracuce of 
the tactics of Indian warfare, and at least a thousand of the mest 
dangerous troops ior sach war—I know they have been esu- 
mated at lees,but there are about that many— if we look to all 
these things, we will have some adequate perception of the 
means necessary w end that war, and oi the foliy and imbeci- 
lity that has been paltering with it by such means as have been 
used for the last three years. 

Tne whole ofthe reguiar army that can by any possibility be 
thrown there, should be immediately sent. At least ten thou- 
sand volunteers shouid be calied out, and rewards, large te- 
wards, offered to those not engaged in the military service, for 
capiive women and children, and for warrors, alive or dead, 
Dothis.and blockade the whole coast efficiently and by vigorous 
concerted, and conceitrated moveinents, the war will be end. 
edin three months. It you do not take some euch efficient 
course, abanden the war; say to the people of Florida that their 
Government! cannot, wiil not protect them, and let them go else- 
where. If there were twenty thousand instead of one thousand 
warriors, the difhculties would be lese; the difficulty is in find- 
ing, not ia whipping them, and the smaller their number, of 
course the gieater their power of concealment 

Mr. T. hada very few words to say, on the bil) proposing to 
raise an additional corps of 1,500 men foe Gus parucular ser- 
vice. Mr. T. had conversed with many of the moet disiinguish 
ed officers who had served in Florida, and without an exception 
they a!l approved the measure, This was ligh authority wih 
him. We would not lightly reject a measure wich was backed 
by such authority. It is contemplated to raise three battalions 
of 500 men each, to serve during the war ; to be drilled during 
the summer, net in the regular ‘aciirs, but in asystem suited to 
that service. This is precisely what was doue by General 
Wayne previous to his Northwestern campaign, which enced 
with the successful batile of the Miama. kk is proposed to in- 
duce snitable men to enliss in tis service by an additional boun- 
ty ef 160 acres of land or one hundred doliatain money. The 
troops will be recruited, trained, and armed with a view 
to this particular service, and ,I believe with the 
everg and. rivalry of the respective battalions, it 
will do much good as an auxiliary--a sort of guerilla 
force, Oviiself. T should not expect thal itcould terminate the 
war. The bounty will be the only additional expense, for the 
corps is tobe: fficered from the officers of the regular army 
now in commission, so that there are to be no additional officers, 
anc our army is not (ull as to privates by about 4,000, and I shall 
offer an amendment to the bill that the army is in no case to 
exceed its present complement, so that in peint of fact it is no 
addition in numbers or expense to the present organization. 

Mr. BIVDLE aaid he was willing to goas far as any man in 
making appropriations necessary to maintain the honor of the 
country; but le bad been so often deceived and cheated in 
yielding to importunities, and to threats, too. that he would not 
go blindly intoany further appropriations. He mist first see 
his way clear—he must havesome guarantee that the confu- 
sion and absurdity, and want of intellect which had character- 
ized the management of this war up to the present time were 
about to disappear. Asyet,he regretied to say, the House had 
no reason to believe that such wouid be the case, 

Mr. B. then addressed the committee for nearly two hours on 
the general policy of this war, an! the atuses which had mark- 
el its management, and concluded by adverting briefly to the 
“grossand brutal” attacks which hac been mace upon himself 
in the “Globe” newspaper, simply because, as a member of 
the Mouse, he bad asked for light and information. 

Mr. HUNT followed in a review of the extravagant and 
wasteful expenditures which had attended the Florida war, and 
was still on the floor, when the Cuan having announced the 
hour of half past two o’clock— 

The House took a recess until 4 o’elock, 

EVENING SESSION, 

Mr. HUNT of New York resumed an! concluded the speech 
he had begun in the morning on the subject of the Florida war, 
the mannerin which ft had been conducted, and the waste 
of public money which hadattended every stage of its pro- 

ress, 

Mr. W. O. BUTLER of Kentucky then took the floor, and in 
astrain of eloquence seldom equ lled in alegialaive body, and 
which rivetted the attention of ail parties, proceeed to vindi- 
cate the course of the Administration, and to repel the asper- 
sions attempted to be cast upon it by the two preceding 
speakers 

Mr. B. alluded a‘ some length te the course pursved by the 
late President Jackson in relation to the Indians, and denied with 
much warmth that the object of that great man, in removing 
them heyond the Mississippi, was for their ultsrma e destructicn. 
He asked what man there wasin the least conversant with the 
Indian character, who did not know that removing then 
into the wilderness, where they could ream amidst the wild 
beauty and granceur of nature was the only means of prevery- 
ing them? The nature and habits ef the Indian and white mat 
were so tota)ly different, that nothing could assimilate them toge- 
ther. The course pursued,then,by President Jackson,waatheonly 
course that could have been pursued. The Indian lived by his 
gun and his bow, and his deiight was in the chase. Said Mr. B. 
give him the high mountain, the deep, dark glen, the rushing 
billow, and the still celmlake, and you leave unteuched all 
that is noble in his nature. But take his arms from his hands, 
deprive him of his bow and his gun, shut him out from the 
selemn grandeur of his primeval forests, and the deep thrilling 
wild music of nature, and you reduce him to drudgery an 
make a slave of himat once. This would notdo, Tien, con- 
tinued Mr. B. w sit not right for President Jackson to remove 
them to the wild land, where they could enjoy their_own cus 
toms, and live in a state congenial to their nature? There was 
no candid mind, he was sure, who would not adm t that no bet- 
ter course could have been pursued. He had also abundant 
testimony to prove that the condivion of the Indians ha: been 
greatly benefited since their removal beyond the Mississippi. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to throw some light on the motives of 
many of the Opposition in opposing that war. He contended 
that, to the Abolitionists, the Territory of Florida was a very 
important spot. It was of vast importance to them, and the 
only theatre in the South where they coul! carry out their nefa- 
farious schemes, He showed the peculiar adaptability. of the 
geographical position of Florida for the operations of the fa- 
natics. One poriion of the Territery, for instance, stretched al- 
most to Cuba, a place substantially in possession of a rival 
power in the abolition scheme. Yes, Caba was the fa- 
vorite and convenient spot where all these gentry met to concoct 
their schemes. ‘ 
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Mr. B. also made some ailusion to the common intereat that 
Was aliemptiag to be created by the Abolitiontsia between the 
negro and the Indians in Florida, and that consequently the Abo- 
litton party in the House might well show so much eolicitude 
about the war. 

In order to show that he was not mistaken in the views he 
had taken, Mr. t3. caused to be read several extracts from the 
Abolition Almanac andother papers, al! tending toshow the 
true potnt at which the Aboliuonists were aiming in their cen: 
sure of the Adminisitation in relation to this war; and that by 
their own coniession, they were prepared to dissolve the Union 
if necessary, to Carry Out ther neiarious schemes. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the charge mace that morning by the 
genileman from Pennsylvania, viz: (hat the Administration 
had disgraced thmeselves by carrying on ihis war. 

Now, it appeared that it was the plan of the Opposition to se- 
leci every year some officer of the Government for their eepecial 
vengeance. Last year the Secreiary of the Treasury was 
singied out as the victim, and the “Invesugating Commitee” 
wae «appointed, who wentto New York, abd produced, as the 
fruitot theiy labors, the famous Swariwoul repor, the great 
texttyok of the parry, which was sent through the Union and 
quoted trom every stump and horse block in the country. 
But what had become of that wonderful document that was to 
effect so much—:hat was to annihilate iheSecrewry oi the Trea- 
sury, add bring infamy on the Adminstration? What had be- 
come of that great text book? Had the character, integrity, 
and high etanding of the Secretary been affected by 11? No; that 
officer had come out unscathed from the searching investigation, 
and hia enemics had been unable to gratify their vindictive feel- 
ings. The great document had, for a moment, made aripple,a 
bubble in the great political cauldron of the Oppesition, but it 
had sunk, and was heard of no more. 

Having failed in their attack upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, the next objectior their vengeance was the Secretary of 
War. Mr. B. then adverted at come length to the course pur- 
sued by the Secretary o! War in relation to the Florida cam- 
paign, snd defied the Opposition to show where that officer had 
been remiss in his duty. Why did they not make specific 
chargesagainst him, so that they could be answered, and not 
make general and sweeping denunciations, ty which they knew 
no answer could be mace? 

Me. B. ‘hen took a review of the whole subject of our effeirs 
in Florida, trom the commencement of the war to the prevent 
time. He warmly vindicated the conduct of the Government 
in furnishing men and means, and the valor and conduct ef our 
generals and troops, attributing the fusiure of the campaign to 
ihe nature o the country and the pecultar character of Indian 
warfare, to which no troops were adapted but such as bad 
wrested Kentucky trom the savage foe that warred upon the 
early settlers of the West. In the course of his remarks, he 
gave a beautiful and glowing sketch of the hardships encoun- 
tered by the early settlers of the West, as they took their way 
through the flowery wilderness, and matntamed their ground 
with the implement of husbandry in one hand, and the weapon 
of war in the other. He referred to the mapy dangers they 
encountered, and the coustant trials they underwent, when the 
prowling Indian would seek them as they slept amidet the still 
hour of midnight, with no eye to watch them but the eye of Om- 
niporence. Such men, he contended, who knew the Indian 
character, were the only soldiers proper for conducting the Flo- 
ri‘a war. 

Mr. B. concluded at about half past seven. : 

Mr. GRAVES then tock the floor, when tie committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 13, 1840. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from the citizens of 
Detroit, asking that an appropriation may be nade by Congress 
for the purpore of constructing a railroad from that city to the 
Norther) boundagy of Ohio. 

Mr. CRITLENDEN presented a memorial from chisens of 


The 





the District o Columbia asking a recharter of the banks. 
memorial was ordered to be printed, without the names. 

Mr. SMITH ©: Connecticut, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Cla ma, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Ezra 
Chapman, deceased. 

Mr. DAVIS from the Committee on Commerce, reported a 
bill in adaition to an act“ concerning pilotage,” approved March 
2d lew7. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, made 
unfavorable reports upon the claims of Hiram I. and W. J. 
Lewis. 

Alse, on the petition of citizens of Jackson couniy, Alabama 
for tho payment of clai.ns of Alabama v: lunteers. 

Mr. fi. also, from the same conmittee, reported a bill autho- 
rizing the ecitiement and payment of certain claime of the State 
oi Alabama. 

The following bills, received from the Flouse, were read and 
erdered to a second reading: 

An act to continue in force the Ist section of an act entitled, 
“An act to extend the time for locating Virginia military Jand 
warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the General Land 
Office,” approved July 7, 1838. 

An act forthe relief of the owners of bounty land warrants 
granted for military services in the army of the United 
States in the Jate war between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The joint resolution for the exchange of books and public do- 
cuments for foreign publications. 

INDIAN PENSIONS. , 

Mr. LINN, frow the Commitee on Indian Affrirs, reported 
the House bill referred to them granting pensions to Cherokee 
warriers engaged the late war with Great Britain, to the same 
amount respectively as if they were citizens uf the United 
States. This bill, the Seuate, by consent, proceeded at once 
to consiler. 

Mr. PIERCE remarked that this bill provided for the pay of 
these pensions from the time of the disability; whereas it was 
a rule of the Senate, most fully established, to allow pensions 
only from the time when the proofef disabiliiy was presented to 
the Government 

Mr. GRUNDY argved that there was an essential difference 
between this cave and that of our own citzens, inesmuch as 
laws had long been in exisience in favor of the later, whereas 
there had heretofore been no law providi me for these 
Indians, so that their not adducing ae their disability wae 
not their fault, but the fault ofthe Government in not giving 
them an opportunity to do so. 
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Mr. PIERCE eiid he should, notwithstanding, move to amend 
the bill, by requiring the pensions w commence from the time of 
the treaty, cs.) and if the Beuate should negative that propo- 
sition, he should regard it as an instruction, in effect, to vary 
from the rule hereafter in other cases. There were many ex- 
araples of very greathaidehip, uader this rule, in case of our 
ewe citizens, one of which Mr. P. stated was that of a Captain, 
who periormed iniportant services at Baltimore, and was twice 
shot down. Particular circumstances had prevented him from 
making out his proof tll 1837. He wag now poor and disabled, 
and the comiiiies by the rule in question were compelled to 
allow hitn a pension only eubsequeut to 1837. Mr. P. therefore 
moved that the pension to these Cherokees be paid only after the 
time of thetreaty, (1835. ) ; 

Mr. LINN insisied om the argument used by Mr. Grunpy in 
favor of the bill, and added that he thought the case of the 
Cherokeos a most meritorious one, inasmuch as, though they 
were aliens © our people, and with the recollection of supposed 
injuries, they had tought the battles of our people, they fought 
for us, notwithstanding meres udices against us as a people. 

Mr. BUCHANAN + huis Concurrence in the views of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Przrcs.}) He thought 
it right that the pensions should go back to the time of the trea- 
ty, but not beyond, unless the Senate meant to abandon the rule 
on this point, to which they had heretofore adhered. And would 
not these Indians have as much as they could squander if they 
received at one timea five years’ pension? 

Mr. LUMPKIN asked the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
yield the Soor for a moment; and Mr. B. having done so, Mr. L. 
read from the treaty a provision chat the pensions should com- 
mence “from the time of the disability.” 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN said it wouldrequire avery strong argu- 
ment to go agains: the explicit language of the treaty. 

Tae bill, as it was, was ordered to a third reading. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to charter certain banks in the District of Columbia 
was taken up, and the amendments proposed by Mr. ALLEN tu 
the amendments of the commitive were discussed at length, ana 
adopted. y 

The question then coming up to agree to the amendment as 
amended, it was !oat. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then offered some amendments to the 
bill as it came from the House; pending which, 

The senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 13, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, What the Committce on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred the case of Lieutenant Hooe, be required to report 
forthwith tothis House who are legal witnesses under the ex- 
isting laws, before courts martial in the navy of the United 
States; and further to report who shall hereafter be exainined as 
witnesses in trials before such courts. 

Mr. MITCHELL objected; whereun 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a suspension of the rules, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays. He was determined to press the 
matter home now it wasbegun, and was determined to bring 
other gentlemen up tothe “bullring.” 

(Mr. C. here had reference to the language of Mr. Borts, 
when that member commenced operations on this unfortunate 
subject.) 

There being but a few members present, 

Mr. CUAPMAN moved a call of the House, and on that mo. 
tion demanded the yeas and naye; which were ordered, and be- 
ing taken, were—yeas = nays 56. 
fF Bo the call was ordered, and the, oll called, when [71 members 
answered to their names. cane 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, all further proceedings in the 
call were then suspended. 

The question then recurring on the motion to suspend the 
rulea, for the purpose of submitting the resolution, it was de- 
che! by yeas and nays, as oe 100, nays 61: 

¥ EAS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Much J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Buldle, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Cross, Dana, John Davis, John W. 
Davie, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dremgoole, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Hook, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, King, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, 
Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, Ryai', 
famuele, Shaw; Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Siark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpier, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Philip F. Thomas, Trumbuil, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom 
David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared 
W., Williams, Henry Williams, L, Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Bots, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, 
Edarda, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gontry, Giddings, 
Granger, Graves, Green, William 8. Iastings, Hawes, Hunt, 
James, Charlies Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, Ma- 
son, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Ridgwey, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplert, 
Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Williasns, Joseph 
L. Willmme, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—61. 

So, there not being two thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the rules were then 
suepended, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. Evans 'n the chair) on the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was the amendment of Mr. Jonss, - 
propceuns $300,000 for the suppression of Indian hosuiities in 

lorida. 

Mr. GRAVES, being entitled to the floor, spoke at some length 
in Opposition to the policy of the Administration in relation to 
the war, but was inclined to think he should vote for the appro- 
priation, and hold the Administration responsible for the use 
of it. 
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Mr. DOWNING of Florida obtained the floor and spoke tll 
the hour o/ recess, without concluding, in a criticiem of the 


} Manner in which the Florida war had beea conducted. 


EVENING SEssiON. 

After the reeesa, 

The consideration of the Army Appropriation bill was re- 
suined in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Evans in the chair. 

The question pending was onthe amendment of Mr. Jongs, 
ap as $30,00, for the suppression of Indian hosiilities 
in Flovida. 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida resumed his remarks, and entered 
into @ full discussion of the manner in which that war has been 
conducted. He coniended thai on the system \itherto pursued, 
the war would never be ended, as the Indians, in their fastnesses, 
would defy the finest treops that could be brought against them. 
He mainiained that i/, afiera battle had been fought, the In- 
dians had been iollowed up,the campaign would bave terminated 
successfully long ago. It appeared to him, however, that an 
Indian battie was like the stall pox, for one trial was always 
enough. In the course of his remarks, Mr. D. exonerated the 
War Department from all blame, in relation to the blood 
hounds. He said it was solely a Territorial measure, with which 
Government had nothing to do. Andso incensed were the peo- 

le of Fiorida against the murderous savages, that he verily be- 


lieved if the Prince of Darkoess himself should offer his ser- 


vices as an ally, they would accept him. 

Mr. D. censured the Prisident for not calling for adequate 
meatis to prosecute the war, and contended that, with a proper 
number of men, the war might be brought to a close in a single 
campaign. He complained that no more than $300,000 was 
asked for by the Government, ae by such scanty means the 
war might be continued, but could never be brought to a e¢lose. 
The people of Florida were tired of the carrying on of the war. 
They wished to see it closed. He spoke of the cruelties which 
had been practised upon the people of Florida by the regular 


army. 

Mr. MONROE followed, and with much warmth vindicated 
the conduct of the brave officers who had served in that war, 
and particularly General Scot, from the attack of Mr. Down- 
In@. He contended that they had done all that it was possible 
for men to do under similar circumstances, and that proper al- 
lowance had not been made for the many obstacles with which 
they had to contend. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then took the floor, and gave his views as 
to the plan which ought to be pursued in order to bring the war 
to a success/ul termination. tie was it favor of establishing a 
ehain of log huts throughout the whole territory, at suitable dis- 
tances, and connecting with each other. He went on to show 
that this system might be carried out at much less expense than 
would be imagined, and that the concurrent testimony oi all 
who were capable of judging was in favor of sucha plan. He 
alluded to several instances where tenor twenty men, sheltered 
in one of these huts, had successfully defended themselves 
against many hundreds of the enemy. 

Mr. U. then went into a defence of General Jessup against 
the attack made upon him by Mr. Binpxs, in relation to the 
manner in which he had conducted the war. That officer, Mr. 
U. said, had reeeived more wounds, and shed more blood, in de- 
tence of his country, than any man engaged in the last war, 
against the Indians and the British. He spoke of the many 
battles ia which he had bled; you could notnew shake him by 
the hand, unless by taking hold of a shattered limb. He spoke 
of the manner in which he had superseded Genera! Scott in the 
management of the Florida war, and said it was not by his own 
secking; and was not sent there until after Scott had been re- 
ealledas unworthy of command. 

Mr. STANLY next took the floor, and on his motion, 

The committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, July 14, 1840. 

The PRESIDENT pro. tem. laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a report of the su- 
perintendent of standard weights and measures; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of a committee ap- 
pointed by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council of the city of Washington, remonstrating against the 
passage of a bill pending before the Senate “to amend and con- 
tinue in-force the act to incorporate the inhabitants of the city 
of Washington;” which was read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr NORVELL said he would take the liverty of noticing one 
mistake—indeed he might say gross error—in the memorial. 
The bill reported by the select committee was complete in itse!f, 
and contained all the powers which it was contemplated to 
grant, and made no reference to any other law, except for the 
purpose of repealing them. There were other errors in the me- 
morial, both of fact and principle, which he would not at present 
notice, from a desire to avuid a debate at this stage of the pro- 
ceeding. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs was discharged from the consideration of the petitions of 
re Goin, of Timothy Winn, of Polly Clough, and of John 

udge. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made adverse reports 
on the bill to reculate the pay of masters of the navy. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, reported 
a bill for the relief of the Mobile and New Orleans railroad 
companies, including that of West Feliciana, (a particular 
mill for which was therefore indefinitely postponed ) Also, the 
Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Company. The bill was 
read and ordere’ io a second reading. 

DEFENCES OF THE COUNTRY. - 

Mr. PIERCE, in behalf of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of “the 
memorial of Gen. Edmund P. Gaines. proposing a system of 
national defence, and praying its adoption by Cungress.”” And 
also from ‘the memorial of the military convention, holden at 
Naiwich, Vermont, praying for the revision and alteration of 
the system of military defences of the United States.” 

Mr. P. said the inquiry had been repeatedly inade, “What are 
the views of the commitee upon this subject?” and before the 
question was taken upon the motion just submitted, he would 
briefly respond to that interrogatory, presuming, however, to 
speak for no member but himself. 

The present session, it was well known, had, for several rea- 
sons, not been a season propitious for the discussion and adop- 
tion of any improvements in the plan of our national defences. 
This had been sufficiently manifested by the character of the 
debate that took placesome days since upea one branch of the 






























































































general question—the reorganization and 

ua. But although the comentiees had oe noe 
at this time to present a report, it had been deferred 1" 
want of a deep conviction of its importance, He wo {rom 
if the public mind could be eflectually directed to = 
and he hoped that he might at least be able to cali the” 
of Senators to the memorials, which (although poses 
would doubtless be regarded as extravagant) coDlained 
theless, practical views and suggestions wel! worthy of ¢. 
ration in connection with the very important meaaures fe 
they respectively treated--measures, he would ori 
sion to remark, that had been discussed with 


in the report of a board of office ae ¢ the Eas 
to the Senate by the President, in “apd ne a round 
hoped the subject would be taken UP at an early day jn front 


next session, and be so deliberately and defini: 
as togive to our mode and melee of defence, ef — pe 
formity, and the ey of agetiled system. We ¢ na 
do it with the light of enlarged experience, and the at 
many experiments made at the expense of others, Jp ned 
of | rogreas, and in this land of invention, and almost on 
resources, we were not the people to stand still. We had 
stood will. But while individual and private enterprise | 
kept pace, in all the various pursuits of life, with the best | 
provements of the day, 1t must beadmitted, considering o 
sition upon the globe—the immense extent of our oon i 
frontier--the mode in which we must be assailed, if ever gy 
cessfully assailed, by a foreign foe—the easy access to our 1 
commanding harbore—the vast importance and ex - 
dition of our great commercial cities, especially since the, 
cessfulapplication of steam power to ocean navigation—s 
we had been singularly regardless of the advances ang j 
peoreeae which, in other countries, especially in France an 
gland, had, within the last few years, materially chaye, 
and were now rapidly changing the character of deiensiyg 
offensive operations, both on the land and the sea. We show 
not shut our eyes to these things. We should not remain , 
mindful of changesin the art and practice of war, ex 
importance only by those which followed the discovery of gy 
powder in the fourteenth century. 
There were some things about the military defences of this eoy 
try, which might be considered as in relation to whie 
there could be little ifany difference of opiniun. Forinstap 
he regarded it as certain, that no large sianding army was eye 
to be maintained here in tame of peace, while our be insti 
tions remain unshaken. In thie we differed entirely from tho 
nations with whom, from our position and political re} 
we were in the greatest danger of being drawn into collision, 


was equally certain, in his judgment, that stationary fortificaae S 
tions, in the best condition, with etuate of materiel, and w and = 
manned, would prove wholly inadequate to the defence even — ; 
our large commercial cities. It must be rded as not > hi 


clear, that no foreign power could ever embark iu the Quizoti 
enterprise of conquering this country, unless its Constitutio 
should be first trampled in the dust by its own children. Sy¢ 
a project could never besoberly contemplated, he might 
assert, while we were a united people. During the Kevoluuon 
in the weakness of our infancy—the invaders could scarce! 
command more territory than they were able immediate} 
to occupy. The possession of any _ particular plac 
however important in itself, would be of jj 
consequence, as bearing upon the ultimate result of a conflic 
We had no great metropolis like Paris, which, in possession 
one power Or another, could control the country. And from th 
nature of our institutions, and the extent of our territory, 
never could have. The leading purposes of an enemy, 
fore, would be,by the celerity aud boldness of his movements 
our coast, to keep upa constant alarm; to harass and cuto 
our commerce; to destroy our naval depots and public work 
and if possible, to lay our great commercial cities under con 
tribution or in ashes It was against prompt movements and vigo 
rous exertions for objects like these, for whichwe should prep 
and provide. Our fortresses were not to invested and mad 
the objects of long, regular seige; they were not, for reasons\ 
which he had before adverie’!, of sufficient consequence 
this country, whatever might be the case in others, pos 
limited territory and different situation. In the nature of thing 
this would not take place, and it need not be contemplated’ 
their construction. France and England had, and always m 
maintain, large and well appointed standing armies: they were th 
the indispensable appendages of regal power and dominion, with 
out which no monarch in Europe could retain his crown 
single year. They had notonly them, but they had now the mean 
of plauting them upon our shores; nay, of quartering them 
in the heart of our cities, before we could set in 
order our insufficient, and now deserted fortresses, or call into 
the field any affective force organized as our militia at presen 
was; indeed in some of the States there was no organi eeri 
whatever; it was wholly disbanded, and men whose tho pay 
were never elevated above the contemplation of loss and ai to in 
were outin the newspapers, with their calculations to sho hen 
exactly how many dollars and cents would be eaved annual, gre 
by the “disbandment” of this safe and sure auxiliary in oud 4 
efence. 
Sir, said Mr. P. can any thing be more deplorably characur 
istic of the prevailing epirit and passion of the age? s 
I he was right on these points, we were notin a condition to 
warraat the fol-ling of our arms insecurity. We were at peace 
but we might be involved in war, we knew not how soon. 
wedid know, that the only sure way to keep it far off, was \ 
provide for its approach. 
He was not disposed to give color to any unnecessary alarm, 
but he felt bound to say that the indications of a speedy aad pa 
cifiic termination of the difficulties growing out of the North 
eastern beundary question, which seemed to have strongly im: 
pressed other minds, had wholly failed to impart any fresh con- 
fidence to his. He fearedthatthey would prove to be specietls 
rather than substantial Hecould not help feeling strongly up- 
on this subject of national defences, because he had witnessed 
the deep lethargy in which the spirit of the nation, easily 
roused to every thing else, had seemed to slumber here. 
in the last five years war clouds had lowered most portentously 
upon our horizon, and on one or two occasions seemed o 
burst, and scatter far and wide the calamities of that dreedful 
scourge. What was the effect ween the Government and the 
country, when, upon a question of money, we were upon the eve 
of a war with one of the most powerful and gallant 
nations upon the face of the earth. Did we manifests 
wbiingeer toanety our money in preparation for the conti #. 
No. He would be ashamed to state, there in his place, the tet! 
want of any thing like adequate means of defence. In Cor: 
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usual no want of patriotic demonstration in 
on Te ee but they were followed by nothing like 
myo. Through the country there appeared wo be a 
16 BC en ee and blind trusting toluck in the face of ad- 
: er. In the benificent ordin tion of Pro- 
miient dang: 
jumo™ithrough the energy and wisdom of that very ex. 
‘man, wbo always proved equal to great occasions, 
pore os danger was happily averted. How had it been 
uly, when, fora long time, there had been a quasi 
our whole border, from 8t. Johns to the Jakes? In 
son did the evening of the 2d March, 1839, find the 
1 In what state did it find usin eur places here? Like 
2 geaerally—calm and undisturbed. Senators then 
; would not soon forget the scene that followed the arri- 
of the Bastern mail that night. The stirring report soon 
od the chamber, “there has been a battle upon our 
frontier; the blood of our citizens has been shed 
ourown soil.” A change came over the spirit of our 
A Every countenance was lighted up with high 
eae We were at last, when the strange spell of fan. 
1 security could no longer bind ns, roused as from the 
vn of a chaam—Wwe woke as from ile trance of years— 
dream we opened our eyes upon a full view of the 
vgs aud magnitude of ourdanger. He would never for- 
ihe bearing on that occasion, northe burning words of an 
nig Senator on the other side of the chamber, not now 
is place. That Senator seemed to feel that by our culpa- 
neglect 10 provide the means of defence, we had almost in- 
jon, and that we ought ourselves to take our places 
of the eddying storm which it was then supposed 
aiready Durst upon our border brethren. Every word, as 
» he believed was heartily responded to. What 
done? All that could be under the circumstances in 
we wero placed. The constitutional term of one branch 
oogreas bad but a few more houreto run. ‘There was liuic 
fordeliberation, but we showed that there was one contin. 
in which we could merge every thing like party, and pre- 
anundroken front. We passed a bill placing at the dis- 
jof the President the whole militia of the United States, to 
sompelled to serve for aterm not exceeding six months— 
ise filty thousand volunteers—“to equip, man, and employ 
ive service allthe naval force of the United States—and to 
pu;chase, or chatter, arm, equip, and man such vessels 
geamboats on the Northern lakes and rivers, whose wa- 
communicate with the United States and Great Britain, as 
alideem necessary.” ‘This fearful responsibility was cast 
one individual. This vast command, with ten millions 
oilars to make it offectual, was committed to the sole dis- 
jon and patriotism of the President. No man who loved his 
try could but deprecate the necessity of placing such tre- 
ous and fearful powers in the hands of one man, however 
and disinterested. ; 
warned the peeple against another such crisis. Sooner 
it would come, and perhaps unattended by that guvod 
oe Which had borne us thus far o. in peace. At all events, 
the most fatal temerity to depend upon it, and neglect the 
preparation. Whatshould be done? Where lies the 
obvious, the Most unquestionable and cheapest means of 
tothe country? These were questions to which the 
jalisis undertook respectively to respond. He did not 
course propose at this time particularly to examine the re- 
of the board of officersto which he had before adverted 
would take the liberty to remark that the positions assumed 
much more —— than the abilitv with which they 
diccussed and defended. There was at least one point of 
ment between the memorialista, and one in which he 
at both were right. It was as to the entire insufficiency of 
orstationary defences to protect our harbors, and secure 
pproaches to them. That this had been fully illustrated 
orethan one instance, even when wind and gails had been 
dupon, he might safely assert, withont intending to discuss 
relative power of floating and stationary batteries. How 
thlessthe security now, with the general and free applica- 
ofthe propelling power of steam, it required no particular 
ncenor military ae tojudge. He referred particula' ly 
e paasing of the castle of Crohenburgh, and the successful 
of Lord Nelson upon Copenhagen in 1801, to the at- 
apon Gibraltar by the French and Spanish in 1782, and the 
«upon Vera Cruz, and the reducuon of the strong castle 
Juan de Ulloa a year ago last November, all of which 
been cited on both sides in the controversy between ata- 
and floating defences. Gentlemen would be more safe 
ing the official and authentic accounts, and drawing 
own conclusions, than in trusting to the statements of the 
porters of one system or the other. Mr. P. said he would by no 
as dispense with the stationary fortifications upon which we 
much relied; in many positions they were indispensa- 
bat, in his judgment, the system, with us, had already been 
ied too far in respect to the number ef works, and in 
instances, as to the vast expense incurred upon indivi- 
worke. Our country was too broad—tco immense in its 
to rely upon such works. No man would ve so visiona- 
to indulge the chimerical scheme of making a seacoast of 
than 3,000 miles impervious to attack. There were not 
ya great number of harbors and roadsteads along the coast 
could not be thus defended, but almost innumerable in- 
ations, affording safe anchorage, from which a superior 
force might land any number of troops, notwithstanding 
sure completion of the most extensive plan of stationary 
uations that was ever yet dreamed of. They could not be 
pelled to land under the — ofa eee? / or to place them. 
within its range. Unless they shou id be met success. 
tpon their chosen element, they would take their own 
tnd pretty much their own place, to disembark. The con- 
would then be in the open field between our armies and 
generally between the steadiness and thorough discipline 
oe eee ae bem pe — a foreign soil; 
valor an perate energy of o ting, it might 
hin sight of their own neuniee” a oe 


d 


We were now sadly deficient inthe means ef defence, 
& fact admitted by al). In that condition we ought not to 
ia. Wea should provide our harbors, that hold out the 
——— to an invading foe, in addition to the sta- 

ry fortifications, with the best floating defences known to 
world. We should make, as soon as it can be clone consis- 
with other demands upon the revenue, our navy equal at 
9 one-sixth of that of great Britain. We shoutd never go 
tonquest. We had, in territory, and climate, and resources, 
tany people ehould desire, and the armament alluded to 
believed to be as — pruportion as England would ever 
to spare from points, and detatch to our seas, 
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Consistently with the demands upon the revenue! He would 
mot say that. He held that, with the wealth and great 
resources of the country, we svould make our reVenue qgual 
to this demand. Wantof funde should hereafter be reg 

as no goud excuee for negleciing defences universally admiued 
to be ladispensaie for the honor aud safety of our country. If 
the curreat revenue was not ~!fficient for these and other objects 
of like magni.ude and necessity, let arucles of luxury and or 
nament, sxch as wines and silks, which are annually imported 
and consumed in the country, be taxed to raise the means. The 
navy of Great Britain consisted at present of five hundred and 
fifteen ships and twenty-three steamers, and mounted more 
than twenty-two thousand guns; Faruce two hundred and thirty 
ships; America filly-two in all, and thirty-eight effective, 
mouating only three thousand guns. Now (he least with which 
we should be satisfied in our naval armament was an increase 
at the lowest of fifty per cent. In the mean time, we should 
provide for an organization of the militia, to be efficient aad 
uniform throughout the United Stares. 

Thus prepared, with our large cities in a suitable state of 
defence, and with six hundred thousand disciplined citizen sol- 
diers, so enrolled aod organized as to admu of being promptly 
mustered and called into the field, we should be ready for that 
which, under such circumstances, would hardly be pressed 
upon us. 

He would not be understood asadmitting for a moment, that 
we would not, even unprepared as we now were, expel in a lit- 
Ue time any invader that should venture to set foot upon our 
soil. Heentertained nota doubt ofit, because the same spirit 
that in 1793 prompted the celebrated decree of the French Con- 
vention, which proclaimed that— 

“From the present moment, til] that when all the enemies 
shall have been driven irom the territory of the Republic, all 
Frenchmen shall be in permanent readiness for the service of 
the armies; the young men shall march to the contest: the mar- 
ried men forge arms and transport the provisions; the women 
shall make ‘ents and clothes, and wait in the hospitals; the 
children shall make lint of old linen; the old men shall cause 
themselves tobe carried to the public squares to excite the 
courage ofthe warriors, and preach hatred against the enemies 
of the Republic; the battalions, which shall be organized in 
every district, sall be ranged uncer a banner with this inscrip- 
tion: ‘The French nation risen against tyrants.’ ” 

The spirit which rendered that people invincible, and crowned 
their arms with sucha succession of splendid victories over 
the veteran troops of the allied powers, as astounded the ci- 
vilized world, would animate our countrymen from one ex- 
tremity of the Union totie other; but let every man consider 
what dreadful sacrifices must precede the final result, if war 
come upon us in our present defenceless state. While our 
citizens were taking their places under the folds of the banner 
which the Republic would throw over them—a slow process at 
best for want of organization—our, gallant little army, to which 
the country jooked with pride and confidence, would. be sacri- 
ficed; the blood of ovr most valuable citizens would perhaps 
stain the pavements of their own streets; and more property be 
destroyed in one commercial city, than would now defray the 
entire expense of perfect protection and security. This, Mr. P. 
said, was what might happen; and was that against which mo- 
derate patriotism and ordinary prudence should provide. He 
indulged the hope that when this storm of politics should have 
paased away, the Senate would take the subject up in the 
spirit and with the enlarged views of statesmen, acting for the 
common interest of their common country. 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that he thought our system of for 
tifications had been commenced on too gigantic a scale. They 
ought to have been completed at less expense than had been al- 
ready laid ont upon them. And those which were completed 
were so large that it was difficult to man thein. 

Our whole inland frontier ought to be regarded as not needing 
fortifications. We were there, every where, in the attitude to 
invade, and not to be invaded; for we could there, in any case 
inflict tenfold more on an enemy than they could on us And? 
there was another consideration which ought to have more weight 
than had been heretofore given it in relation to our defences, end 
it was this: we were not a conquering nation, and were not to be 
conquered. The country was absolutely and intrinsically incapa- 
bleof being conquered. The whole question, therefore, in rela- 
tion to our defences, was a question of annoyancee; and on that 
principle, and on that alone, the whole system of our defences 
ought to be projected and arranged. e should have merely 
points dappui, to retreat to and refit. : 

Mr. P. proceeded to remark that an entire revolution was now 
going on, in regard both to inland and maritime defence, by the 
agency of steam. Railroade would enable large masses of 
troops to be thrown suddenly on any point of the country that 
might be assailed. A still greater revolution was going on upon 
the sea; so that forts, he thought, would be soon rendered unne- 
cessary, and the struggle must be maintained in the open sea. 
The great difficulty would be the want of menin our navy; and 
he thought it would be our policy always to have as many ships 
as could be manned. We ought to have a power to redress all 
wrongs, wherever given, promptly on the spot, in all parts of 
the world, 

Mr. P. urged this subject further, with much earnestness, and 
declared the present state of our defences to be deplorably defi- 
cient, beyond the knowledge and the belief of most of the mem- 
bers of Congress. 

Mr. CALHOUN gaid all these subjects must come up in their 
order at the next session, and he should therefore not enlarge 
upon them now. He thought our present system of fortifica- 
tions had been so far extended asto make us cautious in our 
future expenditures, and he hoped that spirit would govern in 
our appropriations the present session. Our system of fortifi- 
cations and other defences would of course require to be changed; 
there must be great changes both in the art and the armament of 
war, and the attention of Congress ought to be directed especial- 
ly to the navy in both its branches—that propelled by steam as 
well as that by wind. This arm of our vationa! defence should 
receive the mot kindly attentions of Government, and could not 
be neglected with impunity. 

The committee were now discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the memorial. 

RETROCESSION OF ALR AEA AND GEORGE- 

Mr. WALKER submitted a resolution instructing the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of retroceding al! those portions of the District of Columbia 
not within the limits of the cliy of Washington to the respective 
Statesto which they formerly belonged. 

The resolution, by consent, was at once considered. 


$25 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he would rather instruct the 
com mittee to bring in a bill at once authorizing the retrocessien, 
with the congent of Alexandria and Georgetown, and the Staves 
respectively. 

Mr. MERRICK said it would be recollected that Georgetown 
had formerly petitioned Congress to be reswored to Maryland. 
Alexandria had not done so, but had recently expressed a una- 
nimous wish (o be restored io Virginia. Mr. M. was sure that 
Maryland would be gla: to receive Georgetown, But he 
thought it altogethe; too late in the session to Incroduce & Mmea- 
sure of this kind, which evidently could not be carried through. 
At the proper me Mr. M. would be giad to act upon it. 

Mc. PRESTON argued that, even if the measure could not 
be consummated at this time, it was expedient to bring the sub- 
ject under consideration, and he was therefore in favor of the 
resolution. , 

Mr. MERRICK eaic he was in favor of the retroceasion, ard 
he shouid not further object to a resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabaina said tbere were but two points to be 
ascertained in this matter; one, the consent of the people to be 
retroceded, and the other, the consent of the States to receive 
them. He thought, therefore, that a poses bill might 
readily be passed at this session, which would require no fur- 
ther action of Congress. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, asa member of the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, concurred in granting a retiocession, But 
if a bill forthat purpose was now to be framed, he proposed 
that it should be done by a select committee. 

Mr. WALKER said that the Committee for the District were 
better acquainted with this subject than a select committee 
could be, and he wished the inquiry to be made by those best 
able to make it. He argued in favor of the retrocession, that it 
would lighten the duties, and shorten the sessions of Congrese; 
and . believed it would be for the good of ali the parties con- 
cerned. 

Mr. MERRICK said he was anxious that the retroceseion 
should take place, and it it should not be carried at this session, 
he should move upon it early in the next. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke in favor of the bill, even ifit showld not 
now be passed, as1t would more effectually call the atteation 
of the parties to the subject, and of the people of the country. 

The resolution was agreed to without dissent. 

On mouon of Mr. WRIGHT, it was resolved that the Senate 
on this day, and for the remainder of the session, takea recess 
from hali past two to half past four o’clock. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill granting charters to the late banks of the District 
was taken up, and afier various amendments had been adopted, 
was ordered to be engrossed fur a third reading—ayes 20 
noes 12. 

The bill, as ordered to be engrossed, is in the following 
words: 


AN ACT to continue the corporate existence of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the provisions, restrictions, and enaciments of the act of Congress 
of the twenty-filth of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-e:ght, 
entitled “An act 10 extend the charter of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia,” be, and the same are 
hereby,extended to the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank wah eng. 
town, the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank of Washington, the 
Patriotic Bank of Washington, the Bank of the Potomac, and 
the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria: Provided, That wherever, in 
the original act, the first of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight occurs, it shall be so construed as to mean the fourth of 
July, eighteen hundred and forty-one; and wherever the first of 
July, eighteen hundred and forty.two occurs, it shall be con- 
strued to mean the fourth of July, eighteen hundred and forty- 
four: Provided, further, That ii the eaid banks, or any or either 
of them, shall, from and after the parsage of this act, proceed, 
continue, 01 commence to pay in specie, on demand, all their 
notes and other liabilities, except such deposites as may have 
been heretofore made in funds not equivalent to specie, thea the 
said banks, or such of them as ehall so proceed, ere 
commence to pay epece, on demand, for all their notes and lia 
biliues, except asaforesaid, and none other of the said banks, 
shall be entitled toall the rights and privileges conferied by their 
late charters until the the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and forty-one,unless Congress shall at any time otherwise direct: 
And provided further, ‘That if any of the said banks ahall fall to 
resume specie payments, and to continue the same atthe time of 
the passage of this act, and such bank may, in case it shall sv re- 
sume at any time within the period of sixty days from and afier 
ita passage, avail iteelfof all the privileges, from and afier the 
time of such resumptiou, which are granted by the act to those 
which resume immediately; but no banking privilegesshall be 
exercised by any institution in a state of suspension of specie 
payments; butif such bank or banks shali, at any time after the 
— of this act, suspend specie payments, or refuse to pay 
any of their notes or obligauons in specie, then such neglec 
failure, suspension, or refusal, shall operate as a forfeiture o 
their respective chariers, except for the purpose of winding up 
their affairs, under the provisions and restrictions contained in 
this act: And provided further, That in all cases where the 
the said, or either of them, ehall hereafter refuse payment of 
any of their notes or obligations, there ehal] be a summary re- 
medy therefor before any justice or judge having jurisdiction of 
the case on five days’ notice, wherein there shall be super- 
sedeas, stay of execution, injunction, or certiorari allowed, nor 
any appeal, except upon affidavit of meriw by the preaident, 
cashier, or directors. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That neither of the said 
banks shall. from and after the passage of this act, issue or pay 
out other than for those existing a of the description 
mentioned in, aud excepted by, the first section of this act, any 
bill, note, post-note, or other paper intended t@ circulate sa mo- 
ney issued by any other bank, banker, banking aesociation, in- 
corperation. inetitution, or individual, untees euch bill, an 
post-note, or o\her paper, or promise to pay, is payable a 

said in specie, on demand, at some fixed and certain place to 
be distinctly and plainly nemed upon the face of the paper. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each and every 
stockholder in such benk shell, {rom and afier the taking effect 
of this also be, and they are hereby made, severaliy liable 
in their individual capacity, each to the full smount of his stock 
in such bank, for all the debts and obligations thereafier con- 
tracted by or on behalf of such bank, and which may have been 
contracted during the time he was such stockholder, and such 
liability shall continue after be may have ceased wo be such 
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stockliolder: Provided, Such bank shalirefuse to pay on de- 
mand. 

@ec.4. And be it further enacted, That within ten days after 
the taking effect of this act, and semi anoually thereatier, the 
said banks shall, each for ieelf, make out and deliver to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, and likewise publish in one of the 
newapapers prin.ed and of general circulation in the District of 
Columbia 4 complete list of the names and places of residence 
of all the offic rs and directors of, and stockholders in, such 
bank for the urine being, with the fu'l amount of stock then 
held tn said bank by each of euch officers, directors, and stock 
holders, affixed to hie ot her name, reepecively. 

Bec 5. And beit further enacted, That no dividend shall 
be nade annong the etuckhulders of any of those banks, while 
they are in a siate of euspension; andthe president and direc 
tors of sant bauks, respectively, shall be individually reapons ble 
inthe event of any deficiency of the assets of erther of suid 
banks, in addition to the capital paid in, for ali che liabiliues 
which theirseveral instiituuions may contract, from and after the 
passage of this act. 

Tie bill was ordered to be prin ed, 

And the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVER. 
Tur-pay, July 14, 1810, 

Mr. CHAPMAN ot lowa asked leave w offer a reso!uiion, 
setting apart tomorrow (Wednesday) for the cousideration o.f 
Terrivorial businees—to ake precedence of all other. Mr. Ce 
said that, from present appearances, i was not unlikely that the 
general appropriation tils would be debated ull the end of the 
session, or so wear it as to preciude the Wea of any busines 
which should be transacted by tre Mouse after the disposition 
of those bil's being acted upon by we Senate. He hoped, 
therefore, that the inirvoductin of the resolution would not 
moet with objection. I was kaown to every gentleman that, 
if even the appropriation bills were postponed to (he last Coy, 
they mustand weul! pass. He thougiit that out of a seeston of 
two huadred and thirty-three days, at least oue day might be 
devoted to the transacuos of Teriitorial boainess 

To keep Delegates here during the whole of a long session, 
engaged in the laborious business of preparing tIneasures jor 
the action of the House, and then deny Grew a tew hours tor 
their final action, would be without example in the history of 
our legislation. Many measures tor this Territory bad b en 

wrepared, at an expense of much ume aad labor, which would 

ea wal toss to his consutuents, if this Mouse should reiuse or 
neglect to act upon them 

Alter re eated efforts by the Committee on the Territories to 
geta day for the consideration of Territorial business, he hod 
determined to move in the matter hiunselt, and se lar succeed-d 
as to got the day alter the disposition of Che appropriation bills, 
But, from recent developments, he greatly feared that the last 
moment of the seasion woud be used in debaung those bills 
What isthe staie of the calendar?) Why, the first four bills, he 
beheved, were yet upon it, ootreached in Giely regular order, 
That bemeg the fact. and judging by the past, we could reasoia 
bly hope for but litle during the few remaiming days of this 
protracted session, Whatever may have been the cause. or 
shall be rendered as an excuse for the great moral co: flict 
which we had witnessed during the present Congress, of neither 
of which it was his purpose to speak, 1 appeared to him that 
the effect upon the public business was of a character revolu- 
tionary, and wanted vothing but the forms of war to entitle it to 
be recorded as one of its greatest evils. 

Should the resolution jail, he would still not despair of seeing 

entlemen pause in the midst of their career, and suffer the 
acemeiad the country to be transacted. If, however, in this 
his Just expectations should be disappointed, le would be con- 
scious of having discharged his duty, of which it would be his 
pleasure to render such an account to his constituents as truch 
should justify. 

Mr. PE PRIKIN objected until the appropriation bills were 
dia) need ef, 

Mr. C. then moved a suspension of the rule, and asked the 
yeas and nays, which were refused. 

And the question veing taken, the House refused to suspend 
the rule. 

Mr. COOPER of Penns.lvania moved a suspension of the 
rule, for the purpose of offeri.g the fulloaing preamble andre 
solutions; which were read for information: 

Whereas the public buildings inthe City of Washington 
have been erected at great expense to Government, and are of 
creat value, especially as the depositories ofthe public records; 
and whereas, by a laie act of Congress, entilied “An actto pro- 
vide forthe collection safekeeping, wransfer,and disbursement 
of the public revenue,” the Treasury building in the city of 
Washington aud the custom-houses at the various points where 
the revenne is collected have been made the deposivories of the 
public meney; and whereas the said buildings and their contonis 
arelable to be destroyed by flre or otherwise, as experience 
has proved in the recent instances of the destrucuen of the Trea- 
sury Building, the Patent Office, and the General Post Office: 
therefore 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures on the Pub.. 
lic Buildings be directed to inquire isto the expediency of re- 
porting a billto authorize and require the heals of the several 

eparuments t+ have the said public buildings, oceupied by 
theta respectively, together with the archives, records, booka, 
and vouchers contained m ihe same, as far as the value thereof 
can be estimated in money, insured against destruction by fire 
or otherwise, to the full amount of their value; provided the 
saine can be done. 


Resolred, That if the said committee should deem it expedi- 
ent to report a bil! for such purpose, the Secretary of the Trea 
sury be authorized and required to have the custom-houses in 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, toge:her with 
their contents, including books, records, and vouchers, as far 
as the value thereof can be estimated in money, insured to the 
full ameunt of their value, provided the same can ve done; and 
thatthe insurance on the said public buildings and custom. 
houses be effected on or before the first day of November, 1840 

And, the question having been taken, the House refused to 
suspend the rule. 

r. HOFFMAN, by leave, presented a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of New York, and memorial of the 
Board of Trade of New York, against the passage of the bill 
now pending before Congress to insure the more faithful exe- 
cution of the Jaws relating to the collection of duties on im- 

— memorials were referred to the Committee on 

buses. 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE CASE OF LIEUTENANT HOOE. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a resuiution, which was read for information 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Jndiciary Committee, having charge of 
the case of Lieut. Hooe, do forthwith repori a bill to this House, 
probobiiing the enlis:sment of negroes or colored persons in the 
service of the navy or army of the United States. 

Mr. STANLY was understoo.l to say that the committee had 
not time to give the subject investigation, that it was physically 
impossible to make a report, and therefore objected, 

Mr. CHLAPMAN of Alabama moved asuspension of che rules, 
anit on that mouon demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
orlered. 

Mr. BOTTS moved acall of the House. 

Me. TALIAFERRO demanded the yeas and Lays on that 
motion, which were ordered 

Mr. STANLY asked if it was in order now to move to be ex- 
cused from voting, and to give his reasons. 

The SPEAKK said it wae in order to make the motion, and 
that it would admit of limited debate 

Mr. STANLY said he would teep within the limit, and 
that if he felt himself going beyond it, he wouid endeavor to 
stop 

Iie (Mr. S.) would vote against a ca}! of the House, because it 
was physically impossible for the Committee on the Judiciary 
to take up this business and report on u this session; and also 
because the President of the United States and the Secretary 
of the Navy had (ull power to remedy these abuses, if they 

eared 
: And the question on the motion for a call of the House being 
then taken. he vore stoo.!—yeus 29, naya 112. 

So the cali was not ordered. 

And the quesuon recurring on the motion to suspend the 
rule, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. RIVE asked the yeas and nase; which were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGGS then witidrew the motion to lay on the table. 

The ques.ion again recurred on the motion to suspend the 
rules, when 

Mr. STANLY aske:l t@ be excused from voting, because the 
Judiciary Committee had not time, at this period o: the session, 
fo examioce and prepare any law on any subject; because the 
Presid ot and Secretary of the Navy had already full power 
and authority to exclude negroes from the service—and to ex- 
clude them from giving testimony agzinst white men, and to 
set aside the proceedings of courts martial if they saw any 
thing req ving their interference; and because he (Mr. 8. could 
wot consent that the navy should be deprived of the services of 
negroes as Csuka, stewards, and servants; for there is no neces- 
ei y they shoud be witness 8; and because to enact such a law 
as the gentleman from Alabama proposes would, in eflect, make 
white men negroea, by imposing on them the necessity of dis- 
charging duties heretofore discharged by negroes. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the yeas and nays on the question 
of excusing Mr. Sranty; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were--yeas 18, nays 132, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Bond. Botts, Clark, Ed- 
wards, Hook, Cave Johnson, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Par- 
menter, Simonton, Tillinghast, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Edward D. White, T. W. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
hams—18. 

NAYS—Messers. Adama, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, 
Boyd. Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
8. H. Batler, Calhoun, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Clifford, Connor, J. Cooper, M. A. Co per. Craig, Cranston, 
Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, E:lward Davies, John Davis, 
Joha W. Davis, Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole. Farl, East- 
man, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, Granger, 
Green, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawea, Haw- 
kins, Jill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hivlen, Het: 
man, Hopkins, Iubbaid. Jackson. James, Jamesou, N. Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Muller, Monroe, Mon- 
tanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Ozle, 
Parrish, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Raiiden, Rayner, Reyuolda, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward 
Rogers, James Rogers, Rus-ell, Ryall, Samuels, Shepard, 
Thomas Smith, Siecarod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Tiylor, F. Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, W. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Turney, Vanderpoet, 
Vroom, Warren, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, J. L. Williams, and Worthington—132. 

So Mr. STANLY Was not excused, 

Mr. 3S. then said he hoped his reasons might be entered on 
the Journal. He should vote, he said, against the suspension, 
and he hoped that no Southern man woul! vote for such a pro- 
position. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said the rules prescribed that a member 
should give a brief verbal statement, and it would be a violation 
of the cule tor gentlemen to be pe.mitted to enter their reasons 
at large on the journal, He protested against it. 

Mr. BOTTS asked to be excused from voting on the proposi- 
tion of che gentieman from Alabama, and assigned as reasons 
theretor— 

Jet. thata billto prevent the enlistment of negroes in the 
navy of the United Siates did not remedy the evil complained 
of, nor had a any reference to the question of the admissibility 
of negroes as Wicncsses upon the tial of officers of the navy; 
and 

2d, He had objected in the first instance to the reference of 
this subject to the Judiciary Commitiee, and did not now desire 
a repori from them upon this question—he wished it to go toa 
select committee; and genter-en wouid perceive bis reason for 
that objection to be well founded, when he communicated the 
fa°t that every member of the committee either belonged to the 
Administration party or Was the Representative of a free State. 
Wiat could be expected from them? He wanted no report 
fromacommiitee thus constituted that would operate asa white- 
washing report. The conduct of the President could not be 
extenuated or excused; and he wanted ‘he South fairly repre- 
sented by any committee to whom the subject might be given in 
charge. : : 7 

After assigning thes? reasens, Mr. B. withdrew his proposi- 
tion to be excuses,as heonly wanted to place his reasons before 
the Mouse for thus resiating the efforts that had been made to 
procure a report. 

Mr. STANLY rose, and interrupted Mr. B. and etated that he 
was amember of the Judiciary Commiuee; and was 














that committee. 
Mr. PROFFIT asked to be excused from voting, an ae al 
a reason,that the resojution, for the introduction oF ene E 


to say that the interestsof the South were safe in the hap 


on is made to suspend the rule, was, in hi wich gam three 
sion, a palpable ond shuffling ovarian, Ss 9° a4 He (Mr. 
at issue between the people of the United States ag “ fl 4 bed 
dent, on the fact of the President of the United . Ue en mgr 
ing, in his official capacity, sanctioned and appro a + red 
adinissiva of the tesumony of negrves in the tra)” ¥ eri 
Hooe, of the United States Navy, Mr. P “said h — - rent 
posed, unqualitiedly opposed, to the admission oj 7 Was a 
ny Oi colored persons agaluet whitemen. J] ine aay < 
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negro, or mulatto, or Indian, or even the quarter blood ee fail 
be admited as evidence egainst white persons. i We KE’ 
dideret tne conduct of the Presidentin the Case of } _ a he 
as #n insult noi tobe pardoned by any Southern “80 ae ies 
direct attack upon the tstituuons of the Bout aon Tt" 1 
dered the resolution requiring the commutee to te cog OO 
to prevent the enlis!ment ef colored people inio hoe —_ ent 
the army and navy of the United Sates as evasiv. ol ty pe fi 
trun of evicence, and only calculated to place whit the qe sd 7 . 
the situations sew occupied by colored persons ac MM ihe el 
ste wards, servants, &c. Mr. P. said that the Presidar - es dre 
United States had disgraced— here some persog calini, «he fut 
der.) Mr. P. said he would not transgress the oa Oe Ee een bd 
wisied that an opportunity would occur in which ses y ~~ a 
press his detestation of the President’s approval oj Pees, te: pa W 
ings of the trial alluded to. ™ Proce ¢ uc. K 
a ae peaes being taken, the House refused to exe ewer 


And the motion to lay on the table the motion to suspend Se wild 


rute having Leen withdrawn, the question recui red and gould be 
taken, on the motion to suspend the rule; aud was decid guch was 
the negative—yeas 107, nays 73, as follows: yl) n0% | 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Alien, Hugh J. 4, der yired t0 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd Albe ‘i mili 


Brown, Burke, Sampzon H. Butler, Carr, Carroii, Cas, Cc Mr. K 
man, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A Cooper, Witliam greupat 
Couper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, J. Davis, J. w conmrnit 
vis, Dawson, Deverry, Dickerson, Deilet, Doan, D. onoglll cowull¥; 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, fornance, Galbrarh, Jimes aur Who 
land, Goggin, Graham, Geiffia Hammond, Hand, Joy, pig men’ 0! 
ings, Hawkins, Hillot Virginia, Ho liot N rt Carola, Hil) gould at 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson Jenifer, Joseph J certain § 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Joues, John W. Joves, Ke py these 
Kalle, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Majo sng (he | 
Marchand, Medill, Milier, Montanya, Samuel W. Mo ris, Nae ull C0 
hard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmeniet, Payniet, Petrikin, Pickem py 18 ce 
Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Ryali “Mr. M 
muels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Starkwea her, s some Ol 
rod, Strong, Sumpier, Swearingen, Sweney, F. Thoinas, p BB such at 
Tiomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vauderpoe!, Vroom, iim opportu 
vid D. Wagener, Watt rson, Wieck, Jared W. Wiljaillt diewse! 


Henry Williame, and Worthington—107. He co 


NAYS—Mesars. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Badin no 1 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Buus, Berges, Brock way, Calhoun, WA alezed 
Camp -el!, Carier, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cool ina pr 
Cranston, Crockett, Davies, Garret Davis, Denms, Ear, worded, 
wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gaves, Gentry, Giddigf Admini: 
Granger, Graves, W. 8. Hasiings, Hawes, Hotiman, Hy jy offere 
James, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mai lativn 
gan, Naylor, Ozie, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Rand ample 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Rg inielati 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, Stuart, Taf much o 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Peter HH freal | 
Wagner, E.D. White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williagf wihout 
Joreph L. Williams, Christopher If. Williams, and Wise—i If gent 

So (wo thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules w@ such © 
not suspended to com} 


Mr. BRIGGS moved asuspension of the rule for the | Mr. } 


pose of going into Committee of the Whole on the siate oi sumeta 
Union, tu resume the consideration of the Army Appropriatiff showed 
bill. jyereas 
Mr. MONROE appealed to Mr. B. to waive the motion fog tion pa 
moment, to enable him to offer a resviution. The 
Mr. PROFFIT made a similar request for another pur after. 
Mr. BRIGGS deciined. Mr. / 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. Ways | 
The rule having been suspended, the House resolved itq thousa 
into Committee or the Whole on the state of the Union (Wj ments 
Fvana of Maine in the chair) on the bill making appropti author 


tions for the support of the army for the year 1540; the penii ton to 
question being on the motion of Mr Jones to amend the Dill Mr. 
inserting an appropria ion of three hun'red thousand doliars HM but he 


the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida. on this 

Mr. KEMBLE said that he di not rise at this late periodg the int 
the session to discuss the merits of the bill, but to disave@™ The cc 
statement made by the chairman of the Commitee on Milita gent fo 


Aflairs (Mr. W. Tompson] on Saturday last, when discus Mr. 
the bill to raise 1500 men tor the Florida war, as deroga@™ before 
to the committee of which he (Mr. K.] had the honor wig nn. | 
member, and injurious to the charagter of the Secrecay i hundr 
War. The chairman stated in substance that the Secret Mr. 
War had written a letter tothe commitiee asking for 1000 m@ could 
while he had indirectly applied through the members for J4j autho 
This was certainly i.cortect, so far as It regarded bimsell, andi isienc 


palpably so, that his honorable friend and colleague trom N Mr. 
York, also a member of the committee, too little versed in @ Comr 
party politics of the House, and too honorable to subject a dersta 
man to unjust ascucation, had disavowed it at the time, whi law p 
he should himself have done could he have got the floor. aay, t 


Mr W. THOMPSON said that he repeated to the fullest exi@@ sated 
what he had said on Saturday, aad wasin every way respou pow | 
ble forit. The Secretary of War had made a communica ation 
to the committee, (not in the regular way, through the House Mr 
the committee,) asking for an additional reguiar force 0! toca 
thousand men, when he believed fifteen hundred men woul’ % diio 
more desirable, and that this opinion of the Secretary was Co this : 


municated to the committee by the member to whom he it Wa 
expressed himself. This is what I said, and I should like Mr 
hear it denied, 1936, 


Mr. MONR@E said that he believed he could explain (ul 
matier in such a way that it would be satisfaciory to beth '% ter’s 
eaten from New York and the gentleman from Soulh@@ vice 
rolina. | 

A proposition from the Secretary of War was under con of g 
ration by the Military Committee, proposing to raise a force ® this 
a thousand men for the war in Florida,to be armed and equpp@ desi 
ina certain way, provided for in the bill before the Hom. S§ tieo 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


would not do, if he could consider the appropriation as confined 
toexpenditures which had been incured. The billto raise the 
additional force be regarded as an act for the continuation of 
the Florida war; and if he had not entertained that opinion be- 
fore, he should certainly have formed it aftér listening to the 
remarks made yesterday by the Delegate from Florida. (Mr 
i Downinc ] He(Mr A.) was not jor carryingon that war; he 
} Wasfor bringing it to anend: and he believed the President had | 
1 eared (hat the number alr ady asked lor would be refused. | itin his power, withoue quarier partof tus appropriation, to | 
‘THOMPSON sail: Theretore I stand justified to the full- close the war to-morrow, and the President had possessed 
Mt ot a8 10 what I didsay. If the purpose of the gentleman that power every day and year since the war had first | 
! 











 enthe proposition came from himself to increase the 
ght nv vreen hundred, as he did aot believe that one thou- 
ume ps sufficient, and thus make four battalions instead 
n u 
/ unre M )saw the Secretary, and mentioned it to him; that 
He” reurred in the opinion that an increase of this cor) s 
ffi tre adviaa dle, but he did not ask for them, as he believed 
- gress would not willingly grant an increased number, 








KemBLB} was to prove that he was wot the member alluded broken out. 
<* hae succeeded; if to exculpate the Secretary o! War from Mr. A. then proceeded to speak of the two reperts which had 
S aharge of pot asking as large a force as he deemed expeuicit, been made by the majority and minority of the Committee on 
5 has failed. As the Militia: the latter, he said, he had read with pleasure, 
i; KEMBLE gtated that, as a member of the Military Com- but not so the former. 

sons. 

The CHAIRMAN having here announced the hour of haltf- 
past two, 

The House took a recess unti! 4 o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION 


a r And he would proceed to give his rea- 
“ree, be had concurred in the increase proposed, not fromany 
mir aon on the partof the Secretary, but because he believed 
ae iar more economical to employ regular troops than 
te ped milida— the only description of force to which the De- 
an yt could recur—the first cust ef which, besides the waste, 
“"* ihe reports to this House of the last session, at least six 
_ exiles t.e loss of horses and waste of military stores, 

mi the embarrassinent caused in the movements of thearmy. 
Pee dread of the Florida war was ao great that recruits could 
ao: be found (0 fill the ranks of the army. This bill proposed 

-rigin DoUNLIES OD enlierments for the war, but further thao 
oro addiional expense would be incurred, inasmuch as the 
ett would be temporarily drawn fron the army. 
rr. K. would take advantage of the occasion to an- 
wera inquiry of the honorable genileman from Masasachu- 
mr _whetner, if this bill passed, any further appropriation 
than what was asked for by the Committee ef Ways and Meas 
gould be requixed to carry it into effect? He understood that 
guch was not the énten tun of the Government; but should the 
pinot pass, & iurther appropriation would probably be te- 
yired to meet the additional cost of a volunteer force of mount- 
ed militia, , 5 

Mr. K. would say a few words in relation to the armed 
peupat on bi'l, which it had been his duty to report from the 
commivee—that this bill was no novelty in the bistory of the 
couutry; tha 1t Was bagel on principies sanctioned throughout 
our Whole history,and more particularly adopted in the setile- 
men’ of Kentucky and Teanessee; with thisdifference, that we 
gyoull supply the settlere with provisions and ammunition fora 
eriain specified time. but incurring no other expense; and if 
py these means we could re nder the settlers as efficient in occupy- 
nz the country, and thus wresting it from the Indians, as troops 
eulddo, it did appear to him, that the plan recommended itseli 
py ne economy as well as its efficacy. : 

“Mr. McK AY alluded tothe charge, male rn yester’ay against 
«me of the Government officers in Flori‘a, and contended that 
wcha mode of attack was extremely unfair, as there was no 
opportunity for the persons accused to explain, or vindicate 
demselv-s 30 any Manner Whatever, 

He contended that the Administration party in the House had 
in no instance refused to vote tor a proper iivestigation ite 
alezed abuses, when resolutions for the purpose were worded 
ina proper way. But sometimes such resolutions were so 
worded, that they could not be voted for by the friends of the 
Administration. For instance, there was the resolution recent- 
ly offered by the gentleman from Virginia, |Mr. Borrs,] in 1e- 
jativn to the case of Lieutenant Hoce. Tastead of that being a 
simple call for information, along preamble was affixed to 11, 
inrelation to * Northern men with Southern principles,” and 
much more euch matters, so that, with such a preamble, no 
fiend of the Administrativn could vote for the resolution, 
wichout censuring hims If and the party to which he belonged. 
If gentlemen would simply call tor information without any 
such objectionable appendages, they would never have cause 
1ocomy lain of a want of co operation on his part. 

Mr. M°K. then, at some length, took a review ofall the cir 
unstances Connected with the increase of the army, and 
showed from documeataary evidence, that propositions for the 
jcrease of the army, ins'ead of coming fromthe A.iministra- 
jon party, had been made by the Opposition themselves. 

The remarks of Mr. McKay will be given in full here- 








After the recess 

The consideration of the Army appropriation bill, was re- 
sumed in Committee of the Whole, the question being on the 
amendment appropriatirg $300,000 for she suppression of Indian 
hostilities in Florida. 

Mr. ADAMS continued his remarks in favor of closing 
the war forthwith, which he contended the President 
covl! do if he chose, with one quarter of the appropri- 
atien asked for. He went at much lencth into an exami- 
nation ofall the circumstances attending the prosecution of the 
war, and concluded by urging the aloption of mild instead of 
forcibie and vin‘ictive measures. 

_ Mr. BOTTS then took the floor, and moved that thecommittee 
rise. 

On this motion tellers were ordered, when no quorum voting, 
the commitiee rose, and that fact was reported to the Flouse. 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn, which motion was decided in 

the negative, by yeasand nays as tollows—yers 37, nays 105. 

A quorim now appearing, the House went again into commit- 
tee, and Mr. Borrs commenced his remarks. fe had not pro- 
ceeded more tan five minutes, when it being obvious that a quo- 















rum was not present, 
Mr. TALIAFERRO moved that the committee rise, which 
mouon prevailed, 
Mr. SYANLY moved to adjourn, which motion was nega- 
tived—yeas 34, nays 52. 
Mr. DANA moved a call of the House; which motion was 
also negatived—yeas 44, nays 46 
| ‘The motion te adjourn was then renewed, and rejectcd as 
follows: yeas 39, nays 63 
Mr. DANA rem wed his motion fora call of the Honse, and 
the yeas and nays being ordered, were, yeas 70, nays 39. 
So the call was ordered 
Mr. WISE moved to-v'journ, and the yeas and nays being or 
dered were, yeas 40, nuys 75. Bu the Ileuse refused to ad- 
urn, 
The Cyerk then called the roll, after which 124 members an- 
swered to their names. 
A quorum now being present, all further proceedings in the 
call were cispeneed with. 
The House then we:tagain into committee, and Mr. BOTTS 
resumed and continued his remarks unwl half past ten. 
The committee then sore for wantofa quorum. 
Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; but the mution was negatived: 
eas 24, nays 62 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved a call of the House, 
which was ordere¢. 
Mr. MONROE moved to adjourn, which motion was nega- 
tived by tellers, as follows—ayes 30, noeg 62. 
The roll was then called, when 103 members anawered to 
their names 
Tie doors were then closed, and excuses received for the ab- 
seiifees, unul 
On motion of Mr. WISE, 
At half past eleven o’clock, the House adjourned—yeas 42, 
naye 40, 





after. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means[{ Mr. Jones) whether the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollars intended to be appropriated by this amend- 
ment was intended to apply to a bill (not yet before the House) 
authorizing the President to raise sixteen hundred men in adid- 
ton to the present existing standing army? 

Mr. JONES of Virginia could scarcely be heard in reply; 
buthe was understood to say that there was a communication 
on this subject from the Secretary of War,which would give 
the information desired by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Thecommunication was inthe committee room, and could be 
sent for in few minutes. 

Mr. ADAMS wished, he said, to have that question settled 
before deciding whether he could vote for this appropriation or 
not. The bill which authorized the President to raise sixteen 
hundred men contained no appropriation. 

Mr. JOMES could not see, he said, how an appropriation 
could be made in this bill for,a force not yet raised, and to 
authorize the raising of which there was, as yet, no law in ex- 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, July 16, 1840. 

Mr. PLERCE, from tae Commitiee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the petition of Wilfred Knott, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was: greed io. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Wiz- 
LIAMS, wasconsidered and agreed to: 

Kesolved, Vhat the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to Congreas, a3 early as may be at the next ses- 
sion, a list or the officers of the navy of the United Sraies, de- 
noting the periods of their admission into the public service, 
the dates of their present commissions, and the time of their 
actual service at sea, and at yarss, stations, and hospitals, in 
separate columns, since January 1}, 1824. 

PENSION BILLS. 

The following bilis from the Houae, to wit: Acts for the relief 
of John Engiand, Catharine Allen, Phebe Dickinson, John 
Keeler, Btizabeth French, John U. Genther, William A. Cud. 


comme ceback, Sarah Oukley, Reuben Murray, Jacob Adams, 
pray as : Joseph Bailey, John Latham, James Phelps, Conrad 

‘ lersti > C oe 3 ait , , 
Mr. ADAMS said he then understood ‘the chairman of the Widtig, Elizabeth Case, administrator and heirs of 


Committee of Ways and Means as stating that hie did not un 
derstand that this sum of $300,000 was to be applicabie to the 
law providing for an additional force of 1,600 men; that was to 
ay, that if that law should pass, (containing, as Mr. A. had 
sated, nO appropria'ion,) it must be provided either by the bi!! 
now before the committee, or there must be another appropri- 
ation made. 

Mr. JONES understood this to be an appropriation of $300,000 
to carry out existing laws of the land; and that whether the ad- 
ditional force contempiated in another bill were raised or not, 
thissum would be required for the particular service to which 
it was designed to be applied 
reer A. referred to, and read passages fromthe act of July, 

536, ete. 

{Here the document above alluded to, from the Quartermas- 
ter’s Dopartunent, in relation to the estimate required for ser- 
vices in Florida, was read.]} : P 

Mr. ADAMS was not yet satisfied, he said, that this eum of 
of $300,000 might not be expended in part by the President for 
this new corps. He did not, however, say that such was the 

ign; but, in the uncertain shape in which the matter now 
he should feel compelled to vote against it, This ke 


Jahn Lindsey, ads inistrator of Lamech Bianden, heirs of 
Michael Seitsinger, Ann Bloomfield, Benjamin Mitchell, 
James Deatly, David Mellon, Mary Hunter, Mathew Wiley, 
James J. Coffin, George Morriss, Peter Headrick, Job Wood, 
Fielding Pratt, Samuel B. Hugo, Levi Johnston, Neil Shannon, 
Martha Strong, Asenath Campbell, Thomas Wilson, Wiiliam 
Poole, Myron Chapin, Joseph W. Knipe, Simon Knight, Robert 
Lucas, Wilfred Knott, Joho Davis, Samuel M. Asbury, James 
Bailey, Willian) Sloan, Levy M. Roberts, Thomas Collins, Hi- 
ram Sauls, John H. Lincoln, Nathaniel Davis, Barton 
Huoper, Isaac Justice, Samuel Brown, Lieutenant John Alli- 
son, Jabez Celiins, ilvgh Davis, Elijah Foochee, Thruston Cor- 
nell, James Smith, Robert Whittel, Lyman N. Couk, Benja- 
min McCuUoch, John Lybrook, Christian Brougher. John Pi- 
per, James Curmmings, William Batterfield, John Brown, Da- 
vid Whison, Isaac Ausien, Etijah Biodget, Stephen Appleby, 
Isaac Boyd, Wiliam Glover, Nathan Baldwin, James Boy- 
lan, Whiliam Neil, Charies Risley, George Hommill, 
Helen Miller, Robert Frazier, James Flennng, which were 
severally reported by the Committee on Pensions unfavorably, 
were taken up, and their further consideration indefinitely post- 





ee 








Rigg bill for the relief of Josiah Strong, was laid on the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. HUBRARD, the bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph M. Hernandez was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bills ‘or the retief of the following persons were taken up 
as In Committee of the whole, and were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. to wil: vorthe reliefof William Rand, Ja- 
cob Beeker, Mary Snow, Mary Prettyman, Elizabeth Davidson 


Margaret Janison, Erastus Pierson, heirs ef Leonard 
Smith, Philip Hartman, James  Fiancher, Wolliam 
Andrews, Chaunce y Rice, Seneca Rider, Sylvester ‘Tif- 


fany, Israel Parsons, Melad Cook, Peter W. Short, Ichabod 
Beardsley, Peter A. Myers, Dante) W. Going, Witiam Bowan, 
Gideon Sheldon, Jared Winsiow, Lyman Bristol, and Thomas 
Bennet!, were considered as in conimuttee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading 

i The above bills were subsequendy read a third time, and 
finally passed, 

Onmouon by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph M. Hernandez was read a third time, and Passed, 

The billto incorporate the late bauksof the District of Co. 
Inmbia wastaken upon itethird reading, and ater some re- 
morks from Mr. MERKICK, in opposition tothe bil, and Mr. 
CLAY of Alabama in favor of ii, 1 was lost—ayes 16, noes ‘v 
aa follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, Pulton, Gcundy, King, Nicholas, Roane, Svur- 
geon, Ta'imadge, White, Willams, Wright, and Young—16 

NAYS—Measrs. A'len, Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Dixon, 
Henderson, Hubbard, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, 
Pierce, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Smith ef fndiana, Tappan, and Wall—2v. 

Mr PRESTON tien moveda reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill was negatived. and the motion to reconsider was 
advocated by Messrs. GRUNDY, WRIGHT, CLAY of Ala- 
bama, and ANDERSON. and opposed hy Messrs. MERRICK, 
SMITH of Indiana, PHELPS, and DIXON. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gaid he wished (0 make some remarks on 
this question, but as there was important Executive business, 
he would, with the consent of the Senate, move to postpone the 
further consideration of the au! ject till tomorrow. 

The Senate then went into Exe@utive sesmon, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


- — ee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, July 15, 1840. 

After the journal hat been read, 

Mr STANLY, pursuant to notice, moved to 
amend the same by inserting therein the reasons 
offered by hm on yesterday moruing, fof asking 
eave to be excused from vuling on the motion to 
suspend the ru'e for the purpose of receiving the 
resolution of Mr. Cuapman, in relation to the en- 
listment of colored persons in the army and navy. 

After some debate of a colloquial character the, 
question was taken on the motion to amend, by 
yeas and nays, and negatived as fullows—yeas 23, 
nays 120. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN asked permission to make 
a report from a select committee, of which he was 
chairman; but it was objected to, and the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules for the purpose. 

Mr. POPE asked the cons.nt of the House to 
take up the bill regulating the mileage of members 
which had beea returued from the Senate amended. 

Objections having been mace, 

Mr. P. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
pose of considering said bill, and called for the 
yeas and nays, which were refused. 

The question was then taken by count, and re- 
sulted-—yeas 43, nays 114. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. J. W. JONES asked permission to lay be- 
fore the House a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the present cou- 
Gilion of the finances, for the purpose of having it 
printed. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, but subsequently with- 
drew his objection; when 

The communication was laid before the House, 
and, without being read, was ordered to be printed. 
To which communication the following statement, 
showing the condition of the Treasury, was ap- 
peaded, viz: 

Statement of receipfs and expenditures from January 
1 tc July 1, 1840, as ascertained and computed. 


RECEIPTS. 
From customs . - - $6,940,000 
Lands - - - - 1'680,000 
Miscellaneous - - - 40,000 


$8,660,000 
[Those for the last quarter are taken 
from the running account, and for 
June mostly estimated } 
From the issue of new Tieasury notes 1,836,009 
Made available, and collected from 
indebted banks - - - 585,885 


Aggregate + $11,082,894 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Excluding trust funds, the funded 
debt, post office, and redeeming 


Treasury notes - - - $10,036,364 
Fanded debt - - - 8,233 
Redemption of Treasury notes, in- 

cluding principal and interest, as 

carried on the books - - 2,964,710 


Apparent aggregate ~- $13,009,307 

Deduct amount of notes com) uted to 
be redeemed in 1839, but not car- 
ried on the books until 1840 - 460,000 


~ $12,549,307 





Real aggregate as computed 





The difference between the actual receipts and 
and expenditures has been paid out of the available 
balance on hand at the begioning of the year. 

SUMMARY STATEMENT. 
Probable deficiency of receipts in du- 

ties in 1840, erising from conti- 

nued suspenson of specie pay- 

menis and commercial embarrass- 











ments - ° - - $2,000,000 
Probable deficiency of receipts aris- 
sing from new judicial decisions on 
on the tariff - - - 500,000 
Probable deficiency in’ receipts from 
lands - - : ° 750,000 
Whole amount of deficiency - 3,250,000 
Add what is due from banks, being 
stil] contingent as to its payments, 
including principal and interest - 2,990,000 
Whole sum, in estimated receipts, 
considered doubtful - - 6,150,000 
This may be met by the Treasury 
note bill to the extent of i's means 5,000,000 
Balance left - - 1,150,000 
Add probable excess of «xpenditure 
out of old appropriatio.» tor Flori- 
da war, In/ien treaties, &c. . 1,750,000 
Probable excess of new appropria- 
tions beyond annual estimates - 1,500,000 
Leaving to be proviced fur on all ac- 
counts - - - - 4,400,000 
But if no excess of new appropria- 
tions is intended to be made, de- 
duct + - - - 1,500,000 
So, if the new appropriations shall 
be reduced below the estimates, to 
the extent of the balance, deduct - 2,900,000 


‘ Leaving, in that event, no balance to be provided 
or. 

The debts due from the banks being also equal 
to abont ihe same amount,nonew means farnished 
for that will probabiy be nsed, if the banks season- 
ably pay all which is dae from them. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union [Mr. Evans of Maine inthe 
chair] resumed the considerat.on of the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 
year 1840; the pending question being on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Jonrs of Virginia to amend the bill by 
adding thereto an appropriation of 300,000 for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida. 

Mr. WISE then took the floor and spoke for 
three hours in a general review of the circuinstances 
which, in his opinion, led to the commencement of 
the warin Florida. In the course of his remarks he 
— to some portion of the speech of Mr. Buttzr 
of Kentucky, on Saturday lasi, in relation .o the 
Swartwout Committee. Mr. W. also descanted 
at some length on the qualities of the blood hounds, 
which the people of Florida had procured from 
Cuba. In the course of his speech Mr. W. al- 
lauded to the purchase of negroes from the Indians 
in Florida, and in connection with that, referred to 
the permit given by President Jackson to General 
Call, in the application of the latter to trade tor 
negroes, 


| 


| 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. W. THOMPSON rose only to do justice 
to a gallant and honorable man—Gov. Call. Al- 
though the gentleman from Virginia did not charge 
that gentleman with any thing wreng in rejauon to 
the permit which was granted by Gen. Jack=on to 
purchase negroes f:om the Indians; yet such a con- 
struction might be put upon the gentieman’s re- 
marks. Gov. Call had no interest whatever in 


that transaction, nor any agency in it further than | 
this: he happened to be in Washington, and on the | 
application of two friends in Florida of as high | 
| character as any there or elsewhere, he 


obtained 


| the permission for them to do what they had a 
‘| right 'o do without such a permit. 


Mr. T. further said, that the fact of claims for 
indemnity for fugiiive slaves wer2 not made before 
the fund for that purpose was disposed of, does rot 
raise even a presumption thatsuch claims were ua- 
just, most of them being cases where the slaves 
have run away to the Indians since; and as to those 
of an anterior date, the country has been in all the 
confasien since of a state of war. 

After Mr. WISE had concluded, 

Mr. KEIM took the floor; and in the most point- 
ed manner replied to the sarcasms of Mr. Apams on 
yesterday, in his attack and criticism on the report 
of the Committee on the Militia, some notice of 
which will be given hereaf‘er. 

The hour of half-past 2 o’clock having arrived, 

The House took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The Cornmitiee of the Who'e resumed the con- 
sideration of the army appropriation bill; the ques- 
tion pending being on the amendment appropriating 
$300,000 for the suppression of Indian hostilities in 
Florida. 

Mr. KEIM being entitled to the floor, resumed 
his remarks in reply to the illnatured criticisms of 
Mr. Apams on the report of the Militia Commitiee 
in favor of the plan of the Secretary of War for a 
reorganization of the militia. 

Mr. K. alter defending the language of the repert 
as strictly correct, preceeded to notice more parti- 
cularly an objection of Mr. A. to a certain Latin 
phrase used in the report, He proved to the mem- 
ber that ia objecting to the words, he had been at- 
tacking Cicero himself, fur the phrase in the report 
was a iiteral quotation from that illustrious man. 
Mr. K. then favored the hypercritical gentleman 
with the chapter and line where the words were to 
be found; and having done so, said he would Jeave 
him and Cicero to settle the matier between them- 
Selves. 

Mr. K. then proceeded to say that he did not set 
himself up as a rhetorician. He was content with 
using plain Janguage, and did not care so that it 
could be understood by those by whom it was de- 
signed to be read. He had never wasied his days 
and nights in abstract studies. He had never at- 
tempted to trample on any one, nor would he sut- 
fer any one to trample on him with impunity. 
He had no objeciion to any attack, provided it was 
done on the principle of courtesy, and in accor- 
dance with tho:e rules which characterize order. 
But when the attack assumed the appearance of 
malignity, he would repel it in the manner which 
it deserved. Afiersome further remarks, Mr. K. 
in avery severe manner, proceeded to show that 
the language of the report was correct, by a re- 
ference to the work of Mr. Apams himseif on rhe- 
toric. (Mr. A. toall appearance, did not lisien to 
this cutting reply with much patience, for he was 
ecnstantly asking to explain, and kept jumping up 
and down like the key of a piano.) 

Mr. K. was shorty afterwards called to order by 
the Cuarr, on the groand that a reply to literal 
criticism was not relevant to the subjeet before the 
committee, 

Mr. K. submitted to the decision of the Cuair, 
bet thought it strange that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had not been calied to order when 
he was making the attack. 

Mr. ADAMS then made some brief remarks, by 
way of rejuinder, in the course of w'nch he gave 
Mr. K. full credit as a gentleman of high literary 
standing, and was glad that the affluence which the 
gentleman enjoyed was so liberally devoted to the 
patronage of the fine arts, 


oo 





Mr. TRIPLETT then took the floor, and p —— 
some general observations in Telation to the Q6T 
= ey of inca & reorganization of a <= 
was the : aoe te arene feet sana —_— 
G Vords, cod woconed tc MO Gh 


Mr. CARTER of Tennessee moved to amenj oe 


inserting an appropriation of $10,000 for the ¢, On ° 
struction of a brass bomb howiizer, or the Princip om 
of the invention of J. W. Cochran, under the dir solve 
direction of the Secretary of War. CH state 0 
The question being taken, the amendment y ee 
rejected. t) the ¢ 
Mr. A. MCCLELLAN moved to ameni} in peg? 
serting the following: “For indemnifying John a 
Cline for the amcunt of a judgment reenyeres U fi 
against him for acts performed ia the execution of a (f 
his official duties, while in the service of the Ugj ¥ 
States, $042 07. . lee P 
Mr. McCLELLAN observed, that the reasop approl 


this claim had been delayed so long was | 
promise had been made by the hie ‘hy "a 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to report a bill for the Mr. E 
satisfaction thereof. As that gentleman had om: im ted 
ted it, he (Mr. McC.) conceived it his duty to ofer if ruc 
asan amendment to the present bill. He the, known 
gave a detailed statement of the circumstances of raed b 
the case, and trusted there would be no objection i The 
i's reception, 


The CHAIR, however, ruled the amendmen ‘ental 
out of order. ye 


On motion of Mr. JONES, the committee they Mr. 
rose and reported the bill to the House with tw 


ating | 

amendments, with tl 
Mr. RAMSEY then rose, and said, that however Indiar 
anxious he would otherwise have been to speak o nually 


this bill, the advanced period of the session admo Att 


nished him that there was no more ftime for def an4 V 
bate. He therefore moved the previous gu Mr 
tion. : ? the pr 

The call for the previous question was then ge ry oul 


conded, put, and carried, and the main question or The 
dered to be now taken. questi 

Mr. MASON of Ohio asked that the question jected 
might be taken separately on each amendment Mr 


which was ordered. said, 

And the first amendment—to wit, that which apf py the 
propriat+s the sum of $19,765 for repairs of a pay tl 
nals damaged by storm and fire—was concumil ami t 
red in. of the 

And the question then being on concurring with amou 
the Committee oi the Whole on the state of the cretio 


Union in the amendment appropriating 300,000% So. 
doilars for the suppression of Indian hostilities ig pro! 
Florida— amen 

Mr. MASON of Ohio asked the yeas and nays My 
which were ordered, and beng taken, were—yeai jn at 
123, nays 23, as follows: defra 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Athevi India 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, aa Briges for tt 
Albert G Brown, Burke, Bynum, Calhoun, illiam B 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carrer, Casey. Chapman, Cla Th 















Chfford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper JON 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson ats 
Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fi 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garlan,g mem 
Goggin, Haad, John Hastings,, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hil comt 
Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johneo 
William Cost Johnsor, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jong COM 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Le M 
Lucas, rr, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marcha lee 0 
Miller, Monroe, Montgomery, Newhard, Nishet, Osborne 
Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, of th 
Reynolds, Rhett, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Russell, Ryall, tion 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thoma M 
Smith, Stanty, Starkweather, Steenrod, Sirong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, P. F. Thomas, and 
Jacoh ‘Thompson, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, aier 
David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Watterson, rece 
John White. Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph | 
Williams, Wise, and Worthineten—123. than 
NAYS—Messers. Adams, Bond, Coles, Cranston, Edwar M 
Davies, Edwards, Gates, Giddings. Goode, Wm. 8, Hastings : 
James, Lincoln, Mason, Calvary Morris, Rariden, Ridgway, neg. 
Simonton, Siade, Tillinghast, and Lewis Williams—23. A 
So the amendiment was concurred in. Hot 


And the question then recurring on ordering the 
bill (as amended) to be engrossed for a third read: Cor 
ing— pon 

oe LINCOLN said that, having voted agains mo 
the amendment, and being disposed to vote for the A 
bill notwithstanding he had done so, he would ask sen 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered, and, be ff the 
ing taken, were yeas 150, nays 0. one 
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